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GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 


• (GOVERNOR OF BENGAL. 

His Excellency the Right Hon'hle Victor Alrxandkr GeokciK Robert 
Bilwer-Lytton, Earl of Lytton, P.C., G.C.I.E, 

MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL. 

The Hon’ble Sir Aun-rR-RAHiM, Kt., Vice-President, iu charge of the 
following i>ortfolios: — 

, 1. Judicial. 

2. Emigration, 

3.. Immigration. 

4. Juritdiciion. 

5. liCgislative. 

6. Haj Pilgrimage. 

The Hon’ble Sir Hron SrKriiEJf.soN, E.C.LE., C.S.I., I.C.S., in charge 
of the following portfolios: — 

1. Appointment. 

2. Political (excluding Haj Pilgrimage). 

3. Police. 

4. Jails. 

5. Ec^-Jesiastical. 

The Hon ble Mr. .1. I)on\m>, (\S.I., C.I.E., I.C.S., in charge of the 
following portfolios : — 

1. Finance. 

2. Separate Revenue. 

3. ( ommerce and Reserved Indu.strial Subjects. 

4. Marine. 

5. Eunii)ean E<lucation. 

The Hou*bl'* Mahara ja Kshaunish Chandra Ray Bahaduryin charge o! 
the following {>ortfolios 

1. I>iind Revenue. 

2. ].«and Aajuisition. 

3. Forests. 

4. irrigation. 

h. Excluded Areas. 



u GOVERNMENT OF BENGAL. 

PRINCIPAL OFFICERS OF THE BENGAL LEGISLATIVE 
COUNCIL. 

President. 

The Ilon^ble Sir Evan Cotton, Kt., C.I.E. 

Deputt Pkesident. 

Du. Audulla Al-Mamun Suhrawaiidy. 


Panel. of Ghairmen for the Seventeenth Session. 

Kumar Siiiu Siikkh\!?fsu *.k Rw. 

Sir \Vn.i.ov(;iiiiv (’auky. 

Rulm Jatindha Nath JJam. 

Maiilvi EKRAMn, II ro. 

Secretary to the Council — J. Baktuet, I.C.S. 

Assistant S(Tretnries to the Council — A. dk C. Wim.iams, I.CS.. 
A. M. Hutchison and K. N, MajumjAr. 

Registrar to the Council — J. W. McKay. 



BENGAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
ALPHi^BETICAL LIST OF 
A 


Adtlams-Williams. Mr. 0.1. E. Oflirial.) 

Addy, Uahu Aiiiiilyu Dlioiii*. (lU'iifrul Natiomil (’liauihor of Commerce.) 
Alianiad, Mauhi Asinniddin. (Ti|>j>t‘ra (Muhammadan).] 

Ahmed,' Maulvi Tavohuddin. | MynuTHinjfh East (Muhammadan).] 
Ahmed, Maulvi Zafjnoor. fllurdwan Division South ( Muhammadan).) 
Aley, Khan lJahtt<lur S. Mahh<«d». ( Calcutta North (Muhammadan).) 
Ali, Maulvi Sayyed Sultan. [Khulna (Muhammadan).] 

Ali, Mr. Altaf. [ MyuienHing’K East (Muhammadan).] 

B 

Baj^chi, Bahu llomoH Chandra. [Malda (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Baksh, Maulvi Kader. [Dinajpur (Muhammadan).] 

Band, Air. U. N. (Indian . Into Mills A-sHorintion.) 

Banorjea, Dr. Pramathanath. [Calcutta East (N^on-Muhnmmadan).] 
Banerjcc, Bahu Satya Kishoro. (Buniwun I/andholders.) 

Banerjco, Mr. A. C. [Calrujta South Ontral (Non-Muharnmndan).] 
Bancrj(*c, Bai Bahadur Abina.sh Clinndra. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Banna, Bai Sahib Panchunan, M.B.E. [Unng|)ur (Non-Muhammadan).] * 
Barton. Mr. H. ( Anjrlo-lndian.) 

Basu, Bahu .Tatindra Nath, [(’alcutta North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Basil, Bahu vSarat Chandra. [Burdwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Be^, Khan Bahadur Mirza Shujunt Ali, [ 1^4-PnrffanaH Municipal 
(Muhanunadun).] 

Be.st, the Iliui’hle S. J. (Indian Tea Assiriation.) 

Birley. Mr. L.. C.l.K. (Nominaled Official.) 

Bdite, Bahu Bejoy Kri.shna. (Calcutta University.) 

0 

t 

Carey, Sir Willoujfhby, Kt. (Indian •Mininjf Association.) 

Chakravarti, Mr. Byomkea. [ 24-Pa rj^anas Rural South (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Chakravorti, Babu Jo^udra Chandra. [Dinajpur (NoD^MuhamnadaD).] 
Chakravorty, Babu Sudarsan. [Rajshahi ( Non-Muhammadan ) . ] 
Chatterjee, Babu times Chandra. [Bankura East (Non-Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Chaudhuri, Nawah Bahadur Saiyid Nawab Ali, Khan Bahadur, C.I.E* 
(Dacca West Rural (Muhammadan).] 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendranath. [24-Parganas Rural North (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Chaudhury, Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq. [Chittagong^ (Muhammadan).] 
Chaudhnry, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Hob. [Faridpur South (Muham- 
madan).] 

Choinuddin, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. [Rajshahl North (Muham- 
madan).] 

'Chowdhury, Maulvi Fazlal Karim. [Bakarganj North (Muhammadan).] 
Churider, Mr. Nirmal Chandra. [Calcutta North Central (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Cohen, Mr. D. J. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Cooper, Mr. C. G. (Indian Jute Mills Association.) 

Corcoran, Mr. B. J., [Dacca and Chittagong (European).] 

Currie, Sir William, Kt. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

D 

Das, Balm Charu Chandra. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Dai, Dr. Mohini Mohon. [Faridpur South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Dai, Mr. C. R. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Das Gupta, Dr. J. M. [Bogra cum Pabna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Datta, Balm Akhil Chandra. [Tippera (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Daud, Mr. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 

I)e, Mr. K, C., C.I.E. (Nominated Official.) 

Dey, Balm Boroda Prosad. [ITooghly Municipal (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Dey, Mr. G. G. (Nominated Official.) 

Donald, the ITon'bleMr. J., C.S.I., C.I.E. (Member, Executive Council.) 
Do 88, Rni Bahadur Pyari Lai, M.B.E. [Dacca City (Non-Muham- 
madan).] 

Dutt, Mr. G. S. (Nominated Official.) 

E 

Eddis, Mr. B. E. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

F 

Faroqui, Khan Bahadur, K. G. M. (Nominated Non-official.) 
Forrester, Mr, J. Campbell. [Presidency and Burdwan (Europ^ean).] 

C 

OafuTi Maulvi Abdul. [Pabna (Muhammadan).] 

Ganguly, Babu Ehagendra Nath. [Howrah Muneipal (Non-Muham* 
madah).] 

Ghuinavi, Hadji Mr. A. K. Abu Ahmed Khan. [Mymensingh West 
(Muhammadan).] 

Godfrey, Sir George, Kt. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Goenkai Rai Bahadur Badridas. (Bengal Marwari Association.) 

Mr. 8; W% (Nominated Officifd.) 
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Ouha. Mr. P. X. (Nominate<1 Noti-ofKeiftl,^ 
burner, Mr. C. W. (Noiiiiimted Official.) 

H 

t 

Maldar, Mr. S. N. [(’alcutta South (Non-Miiliammadan).] 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kazi /ahirul. [Dacca East Rural ( Mttfammadm).] 
Ha(|, Shah Sycd Eiudadul. [Tippcra (Xfuhamraadan). J 
Hopkyns, Mr. W. S., O.B.E. (Nominat^'d Official.) 

Hoque, Maulvi Saycdal. [Noukhnli (Muhammadan).] 

ITossain, Khan Bahadur Maulvi Musharruf. [Malda cum Jalpaiguri 
(Muhammadan).] 

Ilossain, Maulvi Waho<l. [BaiTack|H)rc Municipal (Muhammadan).] 
TIuq, Maulvi A. K. Fazl-ul. | Bakarpvnj AVcst (Muhammadan).] 

Huq, Maulvi EkramuL [Murshidahad (Muhammadan).] 

4 

James, Mr. E. K. ( PrcHidcncy and Burdwun (Kurr))M'an).] 

Jourdar, Maulvi Aftah Hossain. [Nadia (Muhammadan).] 

K 

Khaitan, Bahu Di'hi Prosacf (Nominated Non-official.) 

Khan, Bahu IXdxmdru Lnl. [Midnaporo North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Khan, Maulvi AMur Kaschid, [Noakhali (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Amanal. [(ffiittagong (Muhammadan).] 

Khan, Maulvi Main Uddin. [Hang|>ur Eaut (Muhammadan). j 

L 

L*a1 Mahammed, Haji. [Rajabahi South (Muhammadan).] 

XjBkw, Raja Reshee Case, C.I.E. (Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce. ) 

Liddell, Mr. H. C. (Nominated Official.) 

If 

Mahammad, Maulvi Basar. [Rangpur West (Muhammadan),] 

Maity, Babu Mahendra Nath. [Midnapore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Masih, Mr. Syed M. [Faridpur North (Muhammadan),] 

Mitra, Babu Jogendra Nath. [Jessore South (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Mitra, Bahu Satyendra Chandra. [Noakhali (Non-Mukanuiiadan). I 
Mitter, Sir Provash Chunder, Kt., C.I.E. (Presidency landholders.) 
Moreno, Dr. H. W. B. (Anglo-Indian.) 

Morgan, Mr. G. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF MEMBERS. 


Mukerjea, Babu Taraknath. [flooffhly Rural (Non-Mubammadan).) 
Mukerji, Mr. S. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

N 

Nandy, Maliaraj Kumar Sris Chandra. [Murshidabad (Non-Mubam- 
madan).] 

Nawkcr, Babu ITcm Chandra. [24-rarffanaa Rural Central (Non- 
Muhnmmadan).] ' 

Nazinmddin, Khaje. [Bakarpanj South (Muhammadan).] 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon. [Mymensin^h West f Non-Muhammadan).] 

0 

Oaten, Mr. E. F. (Nominated Official.) 

P 

Pahlowaii, Maulvi Md. Abdul Jubhar. [Myrneiisinph West (Muham- 
madan ) . ] 

Parrott, Mr. P. (Bengal Chamber of Commerce.) 

Phelps, Mr. T. J. (Calcutta Trades As.sociation. ) 

Q 

Quader, Maulvi Abdul. fJessore South (Muhammadan).] 

R 

Kuhim, the Hon’hle Sir Alal-ur., Kt. (MernWr, Executive Council. ) 
Rahman, Mr. A. F. (Dacca University.) 

Raikat, Mr, Pnisaiiua Deb. [ Jalpai^juri (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Abanish (^handra. [Birhhum (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu AntlbM'an. [Bankura West (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Nuffendra Namyau, [Ranjrpur (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Babu Surtmdra Nath. [24-Parpana8 Municiiial South (Non- 
Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar, [Faridpur North (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Ray, Kumar Shib Shekhareswar. (Raj.shahi Landholders.) 

Ray, the Hon’ble Maharaja Bahadur Kshaunish Chandra. (Member^ 
Executive Council.) 

Ray Chaudhuri, Mr. K. C. (Nominated Non-official.) 

Roy, Babu Manmatha Nath. [Howrah Rural (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy, Babu Satcowripati. [Calcutta North-West ( Non-Muhammadan ).y 
Roy, Dr. Bidhan Chandra. [24-Pargauas Municipal North (Noia- 
Muhammadan). 1 

I Roy, Mr. D. N. [Jessore North (Non-Muhammadan).] 
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Eoy^ Mr. Eiran Sankar. [Dacca Rural (Non*Muhamniadaii).] 

Boy, Mr. Tarit Bhusan. (Benjral Mahajan Sabha.) . 

Roy, Raja Maniloll Siuph, C.I.E. [Bimlwan (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Chaiidluiri, BaJ)u Sailaja Nath. [Khulna (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Roy Choudhuri, Rai Bahadur iSatycndni Nat%. [Bakarf^^anj South 
(Non-Muharamadan) . ] 


8 

Salarn, Khan Bahadur Afaulvi Ahdus. f Jcssoro North (Muhammadan).] 
Sarkar, Bahu Ilenianta Kumar. [Nadia (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sarkar, Maulvi Allah Buksh. [Darca City (Muhammadan).] 

Sarker, Bahu Noliniranjan. [MymonKinjfh East (Non-Muhammadan).] 
Sen, Mr. N. C. jlhikai^^aiij North ( Non-Muhommadnn). ] 

S<‘n Gupta, Mr. J. M. [Chittappnfifr (Non-Muhammadan).] 

Sinpha, Mr. Arun Chandra. (Chittaffonp Landholdora.) 

Skinner, Mr. S. A. ( Hen^^al ChamWr of ('’ommeree. ) 

Stephenson, the Hon'hle Sir Hu^h, K.C.I.E., C.S.I. (Member, Executive 
(’(•uruil.) 

Suhrawardy, Ih*. A. f 24-I‘arfranaa Ruml (Muhammadan).) 
Suhrawardy, Mr. HuHeyn Shahe<'d. [Calcutta South (Muhammadan).) 
Swan, Mr. J. A. 1^., (M.E. (Nominated Official.) 


Tarafdar, Maulvi Rajib Fddin. [Bo^ra (Muhammadan).) 
Travers, Mr. W. L.. C.I.E., tt.B.E. (Raj.shahi (European).] 


V 

Villiers, Mr. Edward. [Presidency and Burdwan ( Euro[)ean ) . ] 

. W 

Wilson, Lt.-Col. R. P., F.E.(\S., D.P.H., V.H.S., I.M.S. (Nominated 
Official.) t 

Woodhead, Mr. J. A. (Nomiifatod Official.) 

Y 

Yaain, Maulvi Muhammad. [Burdwan Diviiiun North (Muhammadan).] 




THE BBNQAL LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
PROCEEDINGS. 

(Official Report of the Seventeenth Session.) 

VOLUME XVII.-No. ^ 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Council assembled under the 
* provisions of the Government of India Act 

The Counril in<*t in (lu* Counril (’luimbfr in tlu‘ T(»wn Hull, ralcutta, 
on Tuesday, the 17th February, at 3 I’.M. 


Present : 

The Horrble the President in the Chair, the four llon’ble Members 
of the Kxeeutive Counril aru^ nominated and elected inemberH. 


Oath or Affirmation. 

The following rnemWrs made an oath or affirmation of their allegi- 
ance to the Crown : — 

Mr. K. i\ I)E. C.I.E. 

Lt..Col. R. P. Wilson, F.R.C.S, D.P.IL, V.ILS.. I.M.S. 

, Mr. C. W. <k*KNER. 

The Hon’ble S. J. Best. 

Certificilion of the Bengal Criminal Lmr Amend m ent Bill. 

Mr. PRESIDENT (the Hon*Me Sir Evan Cotton)! Order, order! 1 
have it in command from IIi<i Excellency the Governor of Bengal to 
announce that on the KHh of January, 1925, Hi« Excellency under iiub- 
eection (/) of section 72E of the Government of India Act certified that 
the passage of the Bengal Criminal J^aw Amendment Bill, 1925, is 
essential for the discharge of his responsibility for the reserved subject 
of Administration of Justice and by his signature on the 19th of January, 
1925, made the Bill an Act of the local legislatare in the form of the 
Bill as proposed to be introduced in the Council, 



2 GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. [17th Feb. 

Death of a foHher member. 

c 

Mfe PRESIDENT: The Council will, I am sure, have heard with 
very great regret of the death on February 9 of Bal;u Kalinath Mitter, 
L.I.Fi., a foTiner member of the Council. He hao reached the ripe old 
age of 85 and* for Heveral yearn past liad withdrawn from public life. 
But bin record of nervice was both long and distiuguinhed. He was a 
member of the Bengal Legislative Council in the years 1880 and 1887 
during the Lieutenant-Hovernorships of Sir Bivens Thompson and Sir 
Sleuart Bayley. With his death Sir Alfred Croft and Sir Steuart 
himself remain the s<de survivors of the 18 gentlemen who formed in 
the latter year the entire legislative body for flie three provinces of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. He was also for twenty-four years a member 
of the Calcutta CorpoMtion. His connection with that body dated as 
far back as the year 1875: and it was his intimate knowledge of 
municipal aflairs which led to his nomination as a memlier of the 
provincial legislature in 188(;. All will remember the occasion two 
years ago when l>e celebrated the jubilee of his admission as a Solicitor, 
and when all branches of the legal profession joined in their congratula- 
ti(»Rs. Those congratulations were well-deserved. My own personal 
associati(»ns with him in former days were so intimate that memories 
crowd thick and fast and I feel it difficult to epitomise the feelings 
whi(’h we all entertained towards him. But we shall all agree in descril)- 
ing him as a man whose sagacity, sobriety and strong (ommon sense 
were assets of no mean value to his countrymen. No man could wish 
for a better epitaph. 

I propose, with the leave of the ('ouncil, to send a letter of condolence 
to the relatives of late Babu Kalinath Milter. Those who are in favour 
of my priiposal will kindly stand up. 

(All the members stood up.) 

Thank you, gentlemen. 

Election of Deputy President 

PRESIDENT: The Council will now proceed to the election 
of Mr. Deputy President. 

I invite attention to the provisions of section 4 ( 2 ) of the Bengal 
Legislative Council Rules and Standing Orders," which run as follows : — 

“ 4 (i?) Everj' member who wishes to propose a member for election 
must — 

(i) ascertain previously that the member is willing to serve if 
elected ; and 

(tt) hand to the President a notice containing the name of the 
member whom he desires to propose, signed by himself and 
some other member as seconder.’* 
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Will asj member who desim^ mako a nomination kindly hand in 
Jut notice ? 

(Notices were then collected.) 

Mr. FRESIDEJIT: Order, order! I have received two nominationt 
— (7) that of Mr. P. N. Guha nominated by Ba^u Amulya Dhone Addy 
and neconded by Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. ('hoinuddin, and (-?) Dr. 

A. Suhrawardy nominated by Mr. Nirmal Chandra Chuuder and seconded 
by Maulvi Abdul Oafur and also nominated by Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy 
and seconded by Mr. N. C. Sen. 

The ballot will be taken as follow.s: Two ballot boxe.s have Wen 
provided, one in the “ No lobby and one in the Aye " lobby. Mem* 
bers in (lie west and n(»rth'Wes( bbxks are re()uemed to enter the 
“Aye” loliby by the door near the western ffullery, reeord their votes 
in the screeneil ero ltjsure provided un<l re-enter the Chamber by the door 
at the oppo.site end. Memliers in the north, north-east and east bloeks 
are refjuested to proceed tlirou^'h the door ut (he lower eioi of the “ No ” 
lobby, similaily record their votes in the s<-reened enclosure provided 
and re-enter the Chamber thiou^rh the (bior at the ujiper end near the 
western gallery. 

The Secretary and his as.si.Mtant.s will now' proceed to pive a ballot 
paper 1<» ejch rneinher pre.seiit. 

i Ballot papers were then distributed.) 

Mr. PRESIDENT: (i entjemen, you will now’ proceed to ballot. 

The ballottin^' then pro«eeded. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The ballot papers have been counted with the 
following result : — 

F(»r Dr. A. Suhrawanly — 70 
For Mr. N. Guha — 56 

(hie ballot paper is unmarked and has been rejected. The name of 
Dr. Suhrawardy will be submitted t«» His Excellency the Governor for 
hifj appnival. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. Bef(*re I call on the Ilon'ble Sir Ahd-ur-Hahim 
to move his resolution I may explain the procedure 1 intend to adopt. 
I propose to call upon the Hon‘ble ]i|pinber to move his resolution and 1 
shall then call on each one of the movers of the amendments, which 
may either be moved or withdrawn, as the rase may be. I shall then 
throw them all open for general diwussion, at the conclusion of which 
I shall put each of the ainendraents in the order in which they stand 
on the paper. Lastly I shall, if necessary, put the original resolution. 

CovtrmiMiit Reiolutioti. 

Tht HOfilrlt Sir ABD*UR-IIAHIM: I l>eg to move that this Council 
recommends* to the Government that provision be made for the salary of 
Ministers in the budget of the jear 1925-26. 
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In commending this resolution tc||the House I do not wish to make 
a lengthy speech as I am sure that the mi^n question that we are puttings 
to the House does not require any elaborate discussion. The House will 
remember that on the last occasion when the question of Ministers’ 
salary was debated this ^’ouncil rejected the demand by a majority of two 
votes with the result that the Ministers were asked to resign and they 
tendered their resignation. Since then the transferred subjects are 
being administered by His Excellency the Governor under the temporary 
administration rules, but it will be clear to anyone who has studied the 
Government of India Act and the kind of government established by it 
that a temporary arrangement of this nature cannot pbssibly be continued 
indefinitely. 

f 

I need hardly point out either, that this temporary' administration 
cannot be satisfactory to any body concerned and it was, therefore, 
thought necessary by His Excellency the Governor and his Government 
to consider whether or not an attempt should be made, if it is so desired, 
to provide for Ministers' salaries in the Budget for the next year and to 
ask the Council to express their opinion in a clear manner whether such 
a provision should be made. By this resolution all that we want to 
know is this: does the (’ouncil desire that there should be Ministers in 
this Government? We want a plain answer to this very plain question 
and nothing further than that is our desire at the present moment. The 
House will also remember that when on the last two occasions the 
question of Ministers’ salaries was debated, that question in the minds of 
some of the hon’ble members was mixed up with the question of the 
personnel of the Ministry. (Cries of question.) If this statement is 
questioned I would refer to (he speeches made on that occasion — speeches 
bv Nationalists and by those in the ranks of the Swarajists. (Hear, 
hear.) I shall take the meeting of the 24th of March first. This is what 
Muulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, the young hopeful of the Swarajist 
party, said: ^ 

Wo ihit opportunity of ihowinsr our dlMMtiifaction with the prrvont MiniHry 
and if it is passed it would tantamount to a vote of censure or no c( nfidf'nc^ m the 
Ministers.’* 


I now refer to the speech of Bahu Akhil Chandra Datia on the 26th 
August, 1924. This is what the hon’hle member said: 

** Very wwll, Sir. I recormnond this motion and ask the Count il to rt‘j<^‘t the demand 
on thi» cHstinet (ground i am not goin<T into the larg« r question of ctm^titutional issue— 
of want of eonfideneo ; and an rr^gHi^s the third Mini ter, 1 oppoe it in iiiew of tlie 
announeenient made the oth‘*r d ly in a communique i'Muietl from f)neeA.” 


Mr, Sen Gupta said ; 

•* I s^d that not only, if ihi'i resolution if carried, it would show not only tbsit 
the ministers do not enjoy otir eonddenec, but also,*’ and w> on. 
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Mft J* M. tEN CUPTAs May I aubmit, Sir, that when my spMoh i» 
md, the whole of it should be read. The next sentence makes ita- 
meaninji' quite clear. , 

Mr. PRESIDENC: ,The quotation does not implicate you at alb 
Mr. Sen (lujita. The Hon’ble Member has quoted only that portion of 
your speech in which you refer to Babu Akhil Chandra Datta. If the 
whole speech is to be read, it will, I am afmid, tax the patience of the 
House. 

Tha Hcm’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHiM; T did not mean to convey that 
Mr. Sen (iupta did not want to have the constitutional question, that ia, 
the (juestion of dyarchy or n<» dyarchy decided in that connection; but 
one of the motives which inspired the voting was whether or not the 
Ministers had the confidence (»f the House. I, then*fore, say afrain that 
the issue on the last ot'casion was not quite clear. Further, we have had" 
since the vote on the last occasion, rei>euted rcpresentntions on the sub- 
ject emphnsisinj^ the ver\' point I am now making that the vote on the- 
last two oc('asioiis was not decided on the clear issue, whether there* 
should be dyarchy or not in this Government, whether the lit* f onus are 
to 1 h* rejected or (-arried on. Hon’ble members will n*membi*r that ITi<^ 
Excellency the (jovernor had a conference the other day at the Govern- 
ment House of s(»me of the representative members of this Council and 

it was decided as a result of that conference 

• 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARESWAR RAY: Sir, was not that a 

c(mfidential (onference? 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: It has been larjrely referred to in the newspapers- 

Kumar 8HIB 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But not on any authority. 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: It is a matter of ipfeneral knowledfce that the 
ronferepc e wa.s held. 

Kumar 8HI^ 8HEKHARE8WAR RAY: But Sir Abd-ur-Ilahinr 
said: “ It was decided at that conference.” 

Mr. PRE8I0ENT: I (liii not heiit him say m). 

Tb. HonHI. Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMtSt was de<*ided by His Excellency 
the Governor and his Government that the iM'st way «»f ascertaining the 
wishes of the (Nnirn il in this matter would be by means of a resolution. 
That resolution has ih»w been placed before the Council and it is for the 
Council to reject it or to say that they want Ministers. If the Council 
<le<ide that there should 1m* no Ministers then Rule 0 of the Devolution 
Rules wf»uld apply and the Traiisfene*! Subjects would I>e transferred 
back to the Governor in Council. 

I may mentum one other matter and it is this: this reeolution would 
have been moved by some non-official members of the House but for thnr 
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fact that no time was allotted for prirate buainess and for that reason 
and that reason alone that I have to move it. I wish simply to point oat 
to the House what will happen if the resolution is accepted. If it is 
accepted we make provision in the Budget for the salaries of Ministers. 
Then the next step will be that His Excellency the Governor will appoint 
Ministers. Next a very important (question will arise whether the 
Ministers so appointed by the Governor have or have not the confidence 
of the House. For that purpose I am authorised to announce that His 
E;ccellency will give ample opportunity to the members of this House to 
raise this question and that if a vote of no confidence in the Ministers 
who may be appointed by His Excellency is carried, he will demand the 
resignation of the Ministers. Let there be no misunderstanding on the 
subject. I want this to be made absolutely clear. 

• 

Mff ill M. SEN CUPTA: May I ask a (juestion to make the position 
clear? Does the Hon’ble Member say that the demand for Ministers’ 
salaries would be put to the vote bef(»Te the appointment of Ministers 
by His Excellency? 

Mr. PRESIDENT: He has not come to that yet. 

Mr.il. M. SEN GUPTA: I think he has passed over that. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The 11 on’ble Member* should be allowed to develop 
bis argument in his ow’ii w'ay. 

The Hofl'ble Sir ABD-UR*RAHIM: I said ample opportunity would 
arise during the voting of the grants whether the Ministers enjoyed the 
confidence of the House or not. The Ministers— whoever they may be 
— would be appointed on the distinct understanding that if a vote of no 
confidence were carried they w’ould have to resign. 

Another (juestion also will arise and that is the salaries of the 
Ministers. For that purpose also there will be an opportunity during 
the disctKWiion of the Budget when the hon’ble members are dealing'with 
the grants to fix the snlariex of the Ministers. At present the salaries 
will be fixed in accordance with the provisions of section 2 (i) of the 
Government of India Act but it cvill be for the House to decide whether 
there should be a lower salary fixed for the Ministers. These (juestions 
have to be kept entirely distinct. They are not at issue at present : all 
that the Government want to know and are anxious to know is whether 
the Council want any Ministers to be appidnted. We want to know this 
because it is to be decided whether provision should be made in the 
Budget for the ^wdaries of Ministers. This. I think, is a very plain honest 
question. If the House decide that no Ministers will be appointe<l then 
tiiere will be no prt>vision in the Budget. On the other hand if it is 
desired to restore the Transferred subjects to the charge of Ministers 
then provision will be made. 



1925.] 


GOVERNMENT RESOLUTION. 


7 


As regards the specific question raised by Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta, I 
think, I have made it clear that before the voting of the grant takes plai'e, 
the Ministers will be appointed so that members may have ample 
opportunity to judge whether they enjoy the confidence of the House 
or not. ^ 

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA; Before the voting on the Ministers* 
salaries is taken up. 

Tht Han’ble Sir ABD UR RAHiM: Yes, that is so That is all, Sir. 
I have got to say at present. 

Mr. 8. N. HALDAR: 1 beg to move, by way of amendment, that in 
the resolution (d the Ilon'ble Sir Ab,l-ur-l<uliim all the W(»rds after 
that ” be omitted ami the following be substituted, namely: — 

“^the further consideration of the matter of making provision in the 
Budget for the salaries of Ministers be adjourned.'* 

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA; Mr President, Sir, I move by way of 
amendment the same amendment 

Mr- PRESIDENT: No. Mr. Sen (luptu, yon must move an amendment 
to the amendment. 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN GUPTA; I beg to move by way of an amendment 
to the amendment which ha.s ju.st Imhui moved by my friend Mr. Haidar 
that the words sine be abided at the end. The form my prt>posul 
would take would run as bdlowf.; — 

That in the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Kahim all the words 
after “ that ” be omitte<l and the following be sub.stifnted, namedy > 

“ the further c onsideration of the matter of making provision in 
the Budget for the salaries of Ministers bo adjourned 
sine die." 

’I'he po.sition that my party takes on this ciuestion was stated by me 
at another place a few days ago. It is no part of the duty of the memb<*rs 
of this Counc il to say whether prc»visjoii should l>e made for the salaries 
of Mini.sters in the Budget or not. Primarily the duty is cast upon His 
Excellency the Governor to appoint ^^nisters in the first inHtttnc*e,.and 
once the Ministers are appointed, the Governor is Imund under the 
provisions of the Act to provide by way of a demand for grant for the 
salaries of the Ministers. Bui the Government say, and Sir Abd-ur- 
Rahira to-day said w*e want to have an answer from this Council as to 
whether or not they desire Ministers.” But as I said before, and I say 
again in this Council Chaml>et' that an answer to that abstract question 
will neither help the Government nor His Exrellenc'j' the Governc»r at 
all. The reaiwms are these: it does not require a great brain to under- 
stand that the European gnmp in this Cc»uncil will supfiort any 

2 
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Ministry. (Hear, hear.) It does not require a great deal of intelligence 
to find out that the Nationalist party, led by Mr. ChakraTarti, w|ll 
support the formation of a Ministry under certain conditions. He, aa 
well as certain members of his party, made it perfectly clear on several 
occasions that they wfre not against dyarchy lon* principle, but they 
wanted to run the constitution only when certain conditions were satisfied. 
It cannoit be said that Dr. Moreno’s party is against dyarchy or is not 
willing to run this system of Government. Then it cannot be said that 
Mr. Fa«l-ul-Huq or Mr. Ohusnavi are not in favour of dyarchy. It 
requires very little knowledge of arithmetic to count the followers of 
these gentlemen in these parties^ to find out the exact number who are 
in favour of running a Ministry. This resolution, if carried, will leave 
the Government and His Excellency in exactly the same position as he 
was before this resolution was introduced, and for this reason — there 
is no one single party in this House who are against obstruction on 
principle who have a majority in this Council. That is admitted. 
Neither the Nationalists, nor the Europeans, nor Mr. Ghusnavi or 
Mr. Fail-ul-Huq when standing by themselves on the strength of their 
own party can carry a majority. (A voice: Nor the Swarajists.) Nor 
do the Swarajists carry a majority by themselves. That is quite clear. 
But I was talking about thovse parties who are against obstruction. 
Therefore His Excellency the Governor will exatdly be in the same 
position as Indore. He can find out the members who are in favour of 
running some sort of Ministry without any difficulty and without 
this resoluticm which has been moved by Sir Abd-ur*Rahim. But the 
difficulty arises in another quarter. Are the members of the various 
groups in favour of a coalition Ministry? That is the (|uestion the 
Government ought to ask us. Would you, partie.s of 2 or d or 4 who aret 
against obstruction on principle, combine to form a Ministry? That is 
the question which remains unanswered, even if the Government 
resolution is carried. Therefore, I say, that this is not a bond fiffr 
resolution. There is a purpose behind it, and I shall make that purymse 
perfectly clear. 

Section 70 of the Rules and Standing Orders says that 21 days’ 
notice is to be gtvan for a resolution. How many days’ notice did we 
get for this great resolution? kTi Calcutta, the notice was not received 
till Thursday. In the mufassal, the notice could not possibly be received 
till Friday, and the President ruled that amendments should be sent 
in by 1 r.M. on Saturday. Therefore, altogether 5 days were given for 
this resolution and practically a day and a half were given to the 
mufussal members to send in amendments. Under section 70, in the 
ordinary course of things, 21 days* notice must be given, and in the 
ordinary course, 14 days* time is given to send in amendments under 
section 77 (/). Why this indecent hurry? Two of the members in this 
Council, Government know fully well, would not be able to be present. 
E!nowin|g fully well. that certain members could not be present. 
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Omemmeni did not play the game, but by unfair methods brought in 
iidt resolution on the very first day the Council met, knowing also that 
Ae^demands for salaries are not coming before the Council till the 17th 
March. 

Have I made *it* plain to the members ^ of the House that this 
indecent hurry is deliberate and with a purpose? (No, no.) 

Let us go step by step. It is not that they want to know whether the 
Council wants a Ministry or not. They know that the Swarajists are 
in a minority. What they want to do, if possible, is to divide the 
Nationalists and Lil)erals who have Wn working in this Council with 
U8, from the Swarajists. That is the first object. (Question, question.) 

Since January* and February, 191.H, certain demands have been made 
not only by Swarajists and Nationalists^ but also by Liberals for changes 
in theVonstitution. What has happened to those demands? They have 
l>een brushed aside and (Jovernmeiit have taken no notice of them. But 
what did we say in those demands y We said that dyarchy is impossible 
to 1 m* worked, unless, of rourse, it is worked according to the wishes 
of the Indian Civil Service. Ministers after Ministers who have had 
experience of this system of (bivernment, when they have gone out of 
ofifire, fame before the Muddiman Committee and said that dyarchy 
was unworkable, And it i« an open secret that the mimuity rciwrt 
signed by Sir Sivaswamy Iyer, un ex-Mcmber of the Madms Executive 
(’ouncil, Sir Tcj Bahadur SUpru, an ex-Member of the KxiM*utive 
Council of the (lovernor General of India, Dr. Barunjpe, an ex*Meml)er 
of the Executive Council of the Bombay Government, and Mr. Jitinah 
of — ri<»t one of tlie'^e gentlemen cun be aceuwd of irresponsibility — 
they have xuuked the system and they are certainly not, ns the charge 
is, irresponsible Swarajists — that minority rejwrt, it is an open secret, 
has dainneil dyarchy and has said that dyarchy is unworkable, 
ffovernment by bringing this lesohition here to-day wants the tiiemWrH 
of this* House, the memlHTs (d the Bengal legislative Council, to say 
that, notwithstanding that mimirity refKjrt, signed by Lilwrals and 
Nationalists — not by Swarajists — and wants to prove to the w*orld — that 
is the object of the resolution — that the majority members of the Bengal 
liegislative Council are in favour o^ running dyarchy to-day. As I 
have said Wfore, it will help no one^ to form a Ministry, hut it wiW 
certainly help the Government, if this resolution is carried, to (ell the 
world well, didn’t we (ell you that Ike perqde of Bengal arc iM'hio.l 
us and that they want to run this constitution? That is what they 
want to publish to the w(»rld. Now what has happened since January 
and February. 1924 that either we or the Niithmolists — and I speak 
about them with some amount of diffidence— what has happened with 
regard to us that we should tmslay say please give us this system of 
Government, please provide for the Ministers* salaries?** Did not this 
Council by an overwhelming majority reeommend to the Oovemment 
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for the release of political prisoners? Did not this Council by an over- 
whelniinfif majority ask the Gorvcrnnient to repeal the repressive laws? 
Did not this Council ask for provincial automony, much less for trans- 
ference of a much larger number of subjects to the transferred side? Did 
not this Council ask for a revision of the Meston Award? What has 
happened to those re(^ommendation8 ? Has one. of them been given 
effect to? On the contrary, what have w^e got? Not only have those 
recommendations not been given effect to, but in opposition to the opinion 
of the wdiole of the people of Bengal and of this Council, an Ordinance 
was promulgated, and a Bill to legalise that Ordinance was brought in 
this Council, and this ('ouncil turned it down by a big majority. What 
is the OovernmentV answer? The Government’s answer is^ you will 
have to have it ” and we have it from the President to-day that it has 
been certified. Therefore I submit to this House that not only have 
all your wishes been disregarded and your recommendations set aside, 
but in the teeth of the united opposition of the Indian people of Bengal, 
they have put into operation a law which we refused to sanction. Sir, 
that is the position. In 1924 the Nationalists refused to accept 
Ministership unless certain conditions were satisfied. Not only have 
those cx)ndition8 been satisfied, but further assaults have been made 
upon our liberty and freedom. 

( .\t this stage the member having reached the time-limit was allowed 
by the Hon’ble the President to continue for a few minutes ] 

Can this Council sit and laugh when two of their own have lieen 
taken out of this place and put into prison without an opportunity being 
given to them tci prove their innocence. I ask you, are you prepared 
at this moment to say “ Yes, we are satisfied, make provision for 
Ministers’ salaries, because all our wishes have been given effect to by 
the Government ”? Sir, it is perfectly clear that we are in a much 
worse position to-day than we were in 1924. 

As regards my Nationalist friends, I say that they ought to support 
ibis amendment of mine for this reason. I understand some of them 
believe in negotiation, and they say the door of negotiation with the 
Government should he kept open. How is the door for negotiation 
close<l if you say, adjourn thji^ motion? Let negotiation proceed 
first, and let this resolution come up later. Thertdore I submit to this 
House, that they ought to accept this amendment, for there is no 
change of heart on the part of Government. If they say “ come and 
accept Ministrj' on our terras and condition.H ” that is, the Government’s 
terms and conditions and not yours — I ask my friends in this Council 
whether they are prepared to do this. What is the Government a-sking 
you to do? They are pnM'tically terrorising you not into co-operation . 
but into submission. I, therefore, ask the Council to refuse the 
substantive proposition and accept my amendment. 
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Mr, PRESIDENT: Mr. Haidar, do you accept the amendment of 
Mr. Sen Gupta and withdraw your owiiP 

Mr, 8, N. HALDAR: Yes, I accept the auft*ndment of iny friend 
"Mr. Sen Gupta and withdraw mine. 

The motion standing in the name of Mr. S. X. Haidar was then, by 
leave of the Council, withdrawn. 

[At this staffe the Council adjourned for 1(1 minutes for the Atar 
prayer.] 

After the adjournment. 

The followinfr ameiidmenf were called hut nut movcKj : — 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY and Mr. 8. N. HAIDAR to move, hy 
way of amendment, that in the resolution of the Ilon’hle Sir Abd*ur*Hahim 
all the words after “ that ’ he omitted and the following? W substituted, 
namely : — 

“ the further consideration (»f the matter of mukin^f provision in the 
, Hud^'et for the salarii's <»f Ministers he |M)stpoiied until after 
the app(»intment of Ministers.*' 

Babu NALINIRANdAN ^ARKER to move, hv way of amendment, 
that in the resolution (»f the Ilon'hle Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim all the words 
after " ('ouncil *’ he omitte<l and the folhrwintf la* suhstituted, namely: — 

’ (while ur^nn^' that the earliest step.s W taken for the estnhlishment 
of aul(»nomy in the Province) recommends, as a w'(»rkin^ basis 
in the meantime, to the Government, that prt(vision Iw made 
for the salary of MinisU'n* in the Budgret of the year 1025*20 
<»r in the supplementary arrant provided — 

il) they— 

• release all prisoners arrested in October last and 

iletuined under Regulation TIT of IS18 or the newly 
proniuliratcd Ordit^ance r»r ^rive them the chance of 
open trial in a Couit of I.»aw ; 

(h) pive full scope to the Ministers for the realisation of 
their responsibility to the Council: 
ri allow the Ministers to, vote accordinp to their own 
opinions on material questions of principle and 
|wdirv ; 

ifi) allot separate and sufficient funds fr>r the transferred 
departments and appoint a Joint Financial Secretary; 
{f) float a loan for the development of the naticn-huildinj? 
d‘>oar"'uentH a* «uirpeste<l hy Mr. C. R. Da* durintf 
the debate on the last Budget; 
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(/) support the introduction of a Local Self-Govemmeirt 
Amendment Bill in which the rural police will be 
placed under the local l)odie8; ^nd 

( 2 ) the Ministry be actually formed prior to any demand for 
their salary' bein^ made.” 

Babll MANHOHON NEOCI and Dr. KUMUD 8ARKAR RAY to 

move, by way of amendment, that to the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir 
Abd-ur-Rahim the followiiij? lie added at the end, namely: — 

“ Provided : 

( 1 ) All political prisoners be iiiiiiiediaiely released. 

( 2 ) The Bengal Ordinance remain inoperative if not withdrawn. 

( 3 ) The Meston Award be revised. 

( 4 ) Government recommends to tlie proj)er authorities granting 
of immediate full provincial autonomy. 

( 5 ) Government recommends the grant of a ju.st and legitimate 
share (»f Hindus, Muhammadans, and Indian Christians in the 
administration of the Province. 

( 6 ) Reasonably sufficient funds be placed at the disposal of the 
Ministers to carry <»n the work of the Transferred Depart- 
ments. 

(7) 'Ihut in dealing with the Ministers the Government recognises 
their responsibility and avoids interference with their work.” 

The following amendment was called but the mover being absent it 
was deemed to be withdrawn: — 

Mr. A. C. BANERJEE to move, by way of amendment, that to the 
resolution of the flon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim, the following be added at 
the end, namely : — 

Provided : 

(/) Government recommends to the proper authorities the granting 
of immediate full provincial autonomy. 

( 2 ) Government recommends the grant of the just and legitimate 
share of Hindus, ^hammadans, and Indian Christians in 
the administration of the Province. 

(d> ReaiKinably sufficient funds be placed at the disposal of the 
Ministers to carry on the work of the Transferred Depart- 
ments. 

(#) That in dealing with the Ministers the Government recognises 
their 'mponsibility and avoids interference with their work.” 
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^ Dft H* Wi B« MORENO: I beg to withdraw the amendment in the 
hope that the Government will be guided by the wise couneels embodied 
in this amendment. 

The following a%ehdment was then, by leane of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 

Dr.H. W.R. MORENO to move, by way of amendment, that in the re- 
eolution of the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim the following amendments be 
made, namely: — 

(i) after the word “ Government ” the words ** the necessity for the 
immediate appointment of Ministers and’* he inserted; and 

Hi) the following be added at the end : — 

• “ provided that the portfolios be alloted to four Ministers, 

instead (»f three, and that the total amount paid heretofore 
under the head Salaries of Ministers' be not exceeded." 

The following amendment was called but the mover being absent it 
w’as detained to be withdrawn : — 

BabjU MANMATHA NATH ROY to move, by way of amendment, that 
for the words “ in the Budget of the year 1925*21) the following W 
i^ulwtituted, namely : — ' 

“ after — 

(ii the acceptance by Government of such political demands as may 
l>e formulated by a Conference to Ik* summoned without 
delay, consisting of representatives chosen by the eWted 
Meniln'rs of the Council and nominees of the Government, in 
the proportion of 3 to 1, and 

(ii) the Ministers have been appointed." 

Kimiar SHIB BHEKHARESWAR RAYi I move, by way of 
uinendment, that in the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim 
after the figures 192f» " the bdlowing Wadded, namely; — 

“ provided that the formation and personnel of the Ministr>' are 
announced previous to the introduction of the said budget. " 

Sir, without Wing as hard as Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta or mixing up 
the issues like him, I would like to say that I could hardly bring my- 
self to Wlieve that the Government are so much without imagination 
or devoid of common-sense as to go to the length of moving a resolution 
solely with the object of ascertaining from the Council whether it 
wants the Transferred Departments administered by responsible Minis- 
ters, for, Sir, every one knows that on both the mTasions the salaty^ of 
the Ministers was refused only because the Ministers appointed did 
not sufficiently enjoy the confidence of the House; and, Sir, even then 
the majority did not exceed by more than three votes, whereas the 
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leader of my party of about 25 strong made it plain during the debate 
that we were only opposed to the personnel of the ministry and surely 
not to the institution of responsible Ministers. In the face of these facts 
it would be a travesty^ of truth to say that the Council as a body are . 
opposed to the system of Government by responsible Ministers. All 
the same it was a pitiable sight that the people of Bengal were made 
to witness last year when the unjustifiable wrath of one who ought to have 
known better was let loose on Bengal and her whole population was 
punished, because its elected representatives in the Council exercised 
their constitutional right against an unconstitutional procedure which 
sought to thrust upon them an irresponsible and unpopular ministry. 
What a pity that for a greater part of the yeiir an advanced Province 
like Bengal was deprived of even the little con(‘(‘ssions that the Govern- 
ment of India Act had granted to uh. 

However, Sir, placed as we are, it will not help matters much to 
go into the painful histoiy of the pavSt or to hold out empty threats. 
It apiK*nrs to me that the administration has at last realised its ywist 
mistaken and this resolution is the outcome of that realisation. This 
is the only meaning which I can attach to this resolution at this stage; 
and from the procedure adopted I am glad to find that Jlis Excellency 
the 'Governor, if not Sir Abd-ur-Ilahim personally, is in a conciliatory 
mood, and I think I should congratulate. them on their wise de< ision. 
Sir, this resolution as an abstract proposition is such that barring the 
Swarajists, tliere must be a very few members in the IBmse who can 
oppose it. But when we come to look at it from a prac tical point of 
view it requires sonie (jualifications and that is the object of njy amend- 
ment as also that of my friend Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri. Sir, so 
far as my amendment is concerned, the Hon’ble mover’s assurance tiike 
away the wind out of my sails, and as reganls my friend’s amendment, 
it goes without saying, whether Government accepts it or not, that Hia 
Excellency cannot but follow' the procedure suggested by him, if it be 
at all desired to form a stable ministry in Bengal. It is useless to 
pass the resolution if it be intended to repeat last year’s procedure of 
imposing upon us an unpopular ministry. Sir, we of the Nationalist 
l*arty have accepted tlu» Government of India Act for what it is worth 
and even knowing that it is only a half-w’uy measure, but our creed is 
to secure the greatest l>enefit out of it without sacrificing our national 
honour. (Hear, hear ) And I daresay, Sir, that enough of good work 
can be done by a popular miniwstry even under the present crippled con- 
ditions, as, for example, iiiiprt)veinent of rural areas and sanitary con- 
ditions of the country and st) forth — and if any concrete illustrations 
were needed I might point out the Calcutta Municipal Act — an Act 
for which the ministry of Sir Surendranatb Banerjea will ever remain 
memorable in the annals of history — a piece of legislation which has 
enabled the veiy Swarajists to turn the Calcutta Corporation into a 
national institution. Now it does not lie in their mouth to say that 
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fh6 ininisti^' a>* it is cannot do any ^o<»d work — I daresay 
do not seek to impose any conditions which were not allowed by tbe 
constitution of the# Gpvernnjent of India Act; but, Sir, we will not 
.take part in any ininistry nor will wc support d^y iiiinistrv which does 
not aim at asserting itself to the fullest ext^'nt permitted by the Act. 
In accepting or supportinf? a ministry, hertdn lie our differtmces on the 
one hand from those who i^more the existence of the (lovernment of 
India Act and seek to impose conditions on the Ministers unwarranted 
by the Act. and on the other. frt»m those who with a view to retain their 
office, are prepared \o ijjnore the p<ipular verdict and to sacrifice their 
self-respect as well their principles. 

PRESIDENT culled upon Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury 
to njo\e hi.s amendment. 


Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Sir, may I sjH*ak if 
I \nthdraw ttiv* amendment now^ 

Mr. PRESIDENT: If yiiu wish to speak on the other nmendmente 
you cay do st). 

Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Then 1 withdraw 

this amendment and 1 will sjienk later on. 

The following' amendnjent was then, by leave of the Council, with- 
drawn : — 


Maulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY to move, b\ way of 
amendment, that in the resolution of the llou'ble Sir Abd-ur-Uahtiu 
the following hi* added at the end, namely: — 

“ Provided that all the pcditical prisoners have first l>een released 
• and the Hongal ('riminal Law Amendment Act with- 
drawn. ” 


The following amendment was called but the mover being abnent it 
wiis deemed to l>e withdrawn: — 

Babu HEMANTA KUMAR SARI^AR to move, by way of amend- 
ment, that to the resolution of the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-liahim the 
following f>e added at the end, namely: — 

“ Provided they are selec ted from the Nationalist Party of th« 
Council. " 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: I move, by way of 
amendment, that in the resolution of tbe Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Kahim 
the ftJlowing be added at the end. namely: — 

“ after ascertaining from the different party leaders the ciicum- 
stances in which a stable miniitiy can be forme<l/* 
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I am obliged to move this amendment because of the nnhappx 
terms in which the Government resolution is couched — ^unhappy 
because they are vague, and give us no idea of the Government mind — 
unhappy because they dr> ncft meet the requirements of the present situa- 
tion' and last though not the least they are open t6 misconstruction 
in either case— in case whether the resolution is carried or in case it 
is lost. It is inconclusive because even if it is carried it will be as 
much a misrepresentation to say that the Council wants a 
ministry under all circumstances as a misrepresentation it will 
certainly be to say, in case it is lost, that that Council does not want 
a ministry under any circumstances whatsoevt^r. The Gcn’emment, it 
is said, intends to separate issues, viz., the issue of the principle or 
institution of ministry, i.c., whether there should be any Ministers at 
ull from the issue of its personnel, riz., who are fittest persons to be 
ttpjxiinted us such — as if these are the only two issues and there is no 
third issue involved in the (luestion of the formation of a ministry. 

It is just to emphasise this third issue of which there is no indica- 
tion in the Government Resolution that my amendment has been framed. 
Yet this is the most imfjortant issue which mu.st weigh with men of 
indej)endent thinking and constructive ideas — men who are not unwilling 
to work the Reft)rms — inadequate and unsat isfactorv’ thcnigh they are — 
provided they can l>e worked successful! jf with substantial Vnuiefit to 
the nation and without compromising national self-respect. It is thesi* 
men, Sir, who are anxious to explore and request the Goveniment to 
explore the circumstances in which a stable ministry can l>e formed. 

Anyliody who cun advise the Goveniment otherwise in the present 
circumstances will not act as its l)est friend but will .simply l)e encour- 
aging it to ride for a fall and a Government which dares to ignore these 
circumstances and conditions may as much W considered a wrecker of 
the constitution as any non-co-operator can jx)88il)ly l)e. To pro%'ide * 
for Ministers’ salary’ and form a ministry' and not to ensure the condi- 
tions of its stability and success, is simply to pretend and not to give 
any proof of a sincere desire to uphold the constitution. A man like 
8ir Surcndranath Hanerjea may agree to work as a Minister yet his 
undoubted abilities, his uncommon energy, his unquestioned patriotism 
and unique elwiuence will not avail. The unenviable experiences that 
Minister after Mini,ster related l)el*ore the Muddimau Committee ought to 
warn thoee who have the best interests of the country* and the real success 
of the Beforms at heart. 

They |upetend they are anxious for the Reforms, They said that 
the non-co-operation movement jeopardised the Reforms, Was the 
non-co-operation movement more respon.sible for it than the Meston 
Award so far as this Province was concerned? When there was no 
fair chance of unseating a Minister by an adverse vote of the Council — 
when in the l%st Council the posttion of the Ministers was assured — 
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were not the Ministers themselves anxious to have it revised? 
Believing in the statement of a Finance Member, the representatives of 
the people in the Council consented to the imposition of three new 
taxes. The propmals * were supported, as the |^natitution demanded, 
by three Ministers yet what ^>art of the proceeds went to nation-build- 
in^r? The Ministers no sooner they left office were told in their face- 
well you did not get sufficient oi more funds because you had no 
schemes. The Government which will not provide more than 
Rs. 50,000 either iar kala-axar or for improvement of rural water-supply 
cpmes to n*('ommend that provision W made for the salary of a 
Minister of Public Health prt)bably on a salary of Rs. 04,000 |H'r annum. 
It is anxious to npisunt an Education Minister when it cannot affortl 
to provide a decent sum f<»r the sidution of the question of primary 
education or even to maintain a few girls* schiHils and ci>nsiders it 
judicious to det>rnvin( ialise the latter. The Hon’ble Ministers are 
made to npi»ear us the jH*ople*s representatives on the cabinet yet in 
total disreganl of the spirit of the constitutum they are to op|K>»e 
the elected majority and vote with the Executive Government, doint 
del il>erat ions in all imjKirtant matters were recommendtHl by the 
Parliamentary t^immittee, yet when p<»ople*s liberties ore encroached 
ujion they ii.c., the Minjsteisl are not to In* (*onsulted. And when 
su(h is the state of things— ^hen the succe.ss t)f the Ministers cannot 
secure tin* enlargement (tf the scojh* of self-government — ^not even by 
the transference of a few more subjects — and when their failure may 
probably be made an excuse foi ** restricting ” the Reforms we are 
asked to agree to the provision for the salaiy of Ministers as an abstract 
proiH)sition as if nothing luol bapj>emHl in this (Council with reference 
to the question in the near jxist and as if the nation was not aware cff 
the evideme l>efore the Muddimiin Committee. And what is inon*, 
the rewdution is going to 1 m‘ moved and provision is going to l)o made 
for statutory' nation-builders when there is less seope f<w nation-build- 
ing ’in the face of the popular anlagimism creoted by the repressive 
j>olicy of the Government and when no serious attempt has yet Wn 
made to produce a congenial atmosphere in which any f)opular ministry' 
can at all be worked, say, by the reltam* of a single political prisoner 
or concessitin of a single popular demand. 


The Government, Sir, wants to separate issues. We also on our 
part are anxiou.s to separate more important issues involved in the 
question. The Government wants a j lain answer to, what it aays, a 
plain question, nr., whether there should ho any Ministers at all. We 
on our part refuse to answer such a bald ami abstract question, liefore 
the other more important question is answered, riz., whether the 

Government wants a stable ministry or rather a show of Ministry 

whether the Government deeires that there should be a ministry which 
will succeed and inspire the confidence of the people or any miniitry 
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how precarious its existence may be— however incapable it may be to 
lead the House and inspire the confidence of the country. The 
Nationalist Party are neither over-anxious to havfi any ministry formed 
nor are pledged to oppose all ministries. Their position is as much 
different from that of the official wrecker who wants a ministry with- 
out ensuring the conditions of its success as from that of the unofficial 
wrecker, if there l)e any, who would oppose a ministry under all cir- 
cumstances. The question how can there be a stable ministry is not 
for me to answer. I have simply indicated in my amendment the 
perfectly constitutional procedure that ought to be adopted and is 
adopted in other lands to ascertain the circumstances and conditions* in 
which a stable ministry can be formed.^ I do not suggest a conference 
but simply propose that the Government before rushing to provide for 
Ministers should send for the leaders of the different parties in the 
Council — consult them one after another — patiently try to understand 
their views regarding the circumstances in which a ministry enjoying 
the confidence of the country can be formed and the gulf between 
the Government and the people bridged rather than widened. The 
party-leaders wh(> will undertake to form the ministry will have to 
discharge the duties and responsibilities of the office and it will be 
for them to indicate in what circumstances and what circumstances 
alone it will be possible for them to a<<cept the responsibilities and 
achieve success in the administration of the nation-building depart- 
ments. All that my amendment insists is that the Government should 
adopt this only <‘onKtitutional procedure and should honestly explore 
the conditions of a stable ministry before rushing to provide for 
Ministers’ salary and rake up the old unfortunate Wrangle over the 
question. 


Mr. BY0MKE8 CHAKRAVARTI: In speakin g to the motion 
before this House on behalf of the Nationalist Party I reiterate what 
I said here in August last, rfc., that although opposed to dyarchy on 
principle, we have not accepted the policy of obstruction in the 
Council for the sake of obstruction. We are out for what has been 
described in political parlance’ as “responsive co-operation” and 
our attitude towards measures brought l>efore this House has l)een 
determined in each case partly on their merits and partly on the 
attitude of the Government and the response made by them towards 
the jmpular demands made in and through this Council from time to 
time. 

With this brief statement of the general policy of the party, 
1 come to the positioA taken up by the Nationalist members whom I 
have the honour to lead. I gather that the motion under discussion 
has be<'n tabled with a view to ascertain in the first instance whether 
this Council desires any Ministers to be appointed. As regards this, 
w© Nationalists* are clearly of opinion that a ministry’ with collective 
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responsibility as opposed to Ministers chosen in a haphazard fashion 
should be formed as early as possible* In the next places we are 
also clearly of opinion that ererjihin^ shouFd be done to see that the 
ministry, if any is appointed, may be a stable one. It is no use 
having a ministrj, even of all talents, which does not enjoy the con- 
fidence of the elected fepresentotive of the people in the Council there- 
by creating a position of constant tension and irritation under which 
we cannot settle down to that serious nation-building work for which 
all of us seem to be anxious. 

To find out the circumstances which would lead to the stability of 
any ministry which may lie formed, an amendment has lH4»n moved on 
behalf of the Nationalist Party hy my friend Kai Hnrendranath 
Chaudhuri. This amendment has clearly indicated the spirit in which 
our party desire to approach the question. We are convinced that an 
atmosphere will have to l>e created that a stable ministry may lie 
formed. Our party have quite definite views as to how such an atmos- 
phere may Im» created and uiuler what ciixmmstances they may l»e 
prepared to support a ministry* pending the utUinmeut of that 
autonomy in the provinces which we desire. This is, however, neither 
the time nor the oc(‘asion to capitulate them. Non-iicceptance of 
offi< e dyes not form any part of our programme, but we are not prepared 
to shoulder the responsibility unless full scojw is allowed to the 
Ministers for the realisation of their responsibility to this Council. 

I trust thi'i is a sufficient %nd substantial answer to the real p4)int 
underlying this motion. 

Having dealt with that real point and our attitude towards it, 
1 must say that the motion before the House raises an abstract question 
to which an answer is provided in the (lovernnient of India Act itself. 
The provisions for salaries of Ministers should in law be included in 
the Budget. It seems curious that the Government should ask the 
Council to recommend this Resolution to the Government itself. In 
view, however, of the policy of responsive co-operation adopted by the 
Nationalist Party and further in view of the fact that the Govern- 
ment have not been at all respon.sive as regards the very reasonable 
amendment of my firiend Rai Ilarendranath Chaudhuri and to the 
various resolutions expressive of the. popular wish which have Wn 
passed from time to time by (his Council and also because the Nationalist 
position has been made quite clear as regards the main and the real 
point in the motion, we as a party do not propose to take any part in 
the voting on the original Resolution. We shall wait and see whether 
by their subsequent action the Government will rise above the con- 
sideration of mere prestige^ and approach the question in a 
spirit of broad .statesmanship. I trust that notwithstanding 
occasional uninstnicted and unjust criticism of our attitude and policy 
whether in or ontside thi.s Council, we Nationalists as a party shall 
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never think of taking any mean, petty party or pergonal advantage 
but shall continue to be guided b^ that calm and lofty desire to serve 
the public and national interests above all and at all haaards, inspired 
by that ardent spirit of patriotism which recognises no obstacles but 
which at the same time does not lose sight of, tin practical realities 
of life. 

BMmi AMULYA DHONi ADOY: I have much pleasure in 
seconding the resolution which has been so ably moved by the Hon’ble 
Sir Abd-ur>Rahmin. 1 agree with some of the mowers of the^ 
amendments, but the question before us is as to whether we should 
have Ministers or not, whether the duties on the transferred side 
should be entrusted to His Excellency the Governor or to hon’ble 
members of the Legislative Council, who are the representatives of 
the people of Bengal. I beg to submit that as these subjects ase very 
important and as they include PrimaiT and Technical Education^ 
Public Health, Sanitation, Agriculture and Develojmient of Industries, 

I think these duties should be entrusted to some of the leading members 
of this Council, members in whom the public have the greatest con- 
fidence, meml)ers who will appear to His Excellency to be the best. 
As regards the amendments which have been moved, agree 
that some of the suggestions should be accepted, namely, that the 
political prisoners should be released as early as possible, 

»> 

Mr, PRESIDENT: These amendments have not been moved at 
all, Amulya Bubu. All of them have been withdrawn, and in those 
that remain on the imi>er I do not find anything alK)ut {mliticiil 
prisoners. 

Satou AMULYA DHONE ADDY: Very well, Sir. The sugges- 
tions that have Wn made appear to me to be reasonable, but 

at the same time I Wg to submit that that is a different question al* 
together. The question l)efore the House is whether Ministers* should 
be appointed or not. I urn sorry to state that I gave notice of a num- 
l)er of questioiit on transferred subjects but I am informed that T 
shall not lx* allowed to ask such questions. I have also lH*en referred 
to a circular of the Secretary to the Legislative Council, dated the 
22nd December, 1924, which says that as there is no member respon- 
sible in charge of these subjects no question relating thereto shall be 
allowed to l>e aske<l. We are not even alloweil to move resolutions on 
these subjects or even to intr(»duce private Bills regarding them. 
That is the special ivason why I should like to submit that Ministers 
should be appointed as early as possible. I admit that the sooner we 
get the concessions asked by the Swaraj party the better for us, but at the 
same time when some concessions have been granted to us under the 
Government of India Act we should try our best to utilise them fully 
while asking Government for more concessions which I think we deserve. 
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With these remarks I beg to submit that we should support the resolution 
inOTed by the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 

Mr. K. C. RAY OHAUDHURIt I. want to speak only on the 
amendment of Rai*Harendranath Chaudhuri. Jlis amendment at the 
•first glance seemed to be an innocent one, but when I took the trouble 
of analysing it, I found that the amendment, the constitutional im> 
portance of which the mover has made so much of, really seeks to 
commit an unconstitutional act for the reason that it binds the Got* 
ernor to a jiarticular line of action, that is to say, it wants the Gov- 
ernor to take into (consideration the circumstances under which a 
stable ministry can be formed in Bengal. Sir, the (urcusnatanoes 
vary. The leader of one {mrty says that the release of the political 
prisoners is the (\)n(lition prior to their helping to form a stable min- 
istry. The leader (»f an(»tlier party has similarly other conditions to 
lay down. But, Sir, i>arties here are not well formed, In fact, two 
isirties art* net^eHsary for a stabh* (lovernment. But hertc in Bengal 
we have several parties, the Swanij party, the Independent party, 
the Nationalist party, the Liberal party, the Moderate party, etc., and 
Government is asked to ('<»nsult and meet the demands and grievances 
of the stvcalled leaders of these parties before they undertake to form 
a stable ministry. This amendment really seeks to dictate h) the 
Governor to adopt a particular line of action and to compel the executive 
branch of the (iovernraent to accept it. Sir, we all want a stable ministry. 
In fiH't none is num* anxious l(» form a stable ministry* than His Excel- 
lency the Governor and this will 1 h* evident from his holding a (con- 
ference of some memliers of this Council to asccertain their views with 
regard to the possibility of doing so. If Tom, pick and Harry are 
appointed by His Excellency as Ministers, we have a constituti(»naI 
right to express disappr<»val by throwing t>ut their salaries, and I think 
nobody with common sense will vote f(ir this amendment. The amend- 
ment is a subterfuge to entangle the attempt to form a stable ministry', 
and* I appeal to my friends not to be hmalwinked by it but to have a 
clear thinking on the subject before voting. 

Millivi MD. NURUL HUQ GHAUDHURYl I have reaeon to 

.speak on the resolution to clarify two points which affect the Swaraj 
party firstly, and the Muhammadans who belong to the Swaraj party 
secondly. I have listened with the greatest amount of attention to 
the speech delivered by ray friend Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Ray 
who said that on the last occasion when he voted against the Ministers 
it was on account of the personnel of the Ministers. There were 22 
Muhammadans with the Swaraj party who* vptod againat the salariee 
of the Ministers and those who voted for the Ministers were only 18 
in number. The Muhammadans of the Swaraj party clearly fought on 
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the principle that they would not allow the Government to work dyarchy 
and it was on that account that they did not allow the Ministers’ 
aalary to be passed or voted by the Council. The Muhamipadan mem» 
bers never gave a thought to the fact that Messrs. Fazl-ul-Huq and 
Ghuznavi were Ministers not’ wanted by the MuJ^ammadans of the 
Swaraj party and that they were unfit. ^ 

Mr. K. C. RAY CHAUDHURI: May I rise to a point of order? 
The meml)er is referring to the question of personnel. 

Mr. PRESIDENT. He is <|uite in order. 

Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: It was only on prin- 
ciple and principle alone we voted, and we turned the Muhammadan 
Ministers out. I now understand from what Kumar Shib Shekhareswar 
aaid that he voted against the Ministers’ salary because of the person- 
nel — there were two Muhammadan Ministers and none else. If that 
be the case 

Kumar SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY: I never said that the two 
Muhammadan Ministers should be turned out. 

Miulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY; He said that he voted 
against the personnel of the Ministers. The attitude of the 
Swafajiita was always that there should lx* an understanding l)etw’een 
the Hindus and Muhammadans living in Bengal. That being the 
case we the Musmilmans of the Swaraj party joined hands and our 
number lieing 22 out of a total strength of 42 it cannot in any way be 
fluid that the success of the iSwaraj party was due to the Hindus only 
and our idea, w'hen we came to the Council, was to work together with 
the Hindus. The Kumar's intention is that there now should be a 
division betw^een the Hindus and the Muhammadans and I am veiT 
pained to hear it. We always took the Kumar to be a great friend 
of the Indians but his speech to-day shows that he wants to divide 
the Hindue and Muhammadans so that the bureaucracy may go on 
merrily. 

Kunur SHIB SHEKHARESWAR RAY; Are you going to allow 
misrepresentations to go on like this, Sir? 1 never said anything 
about the personnel of the ministry but the personnel indicating tbe 
policy followed by the Ministers. I did not say anything about 
Hindus or Muhammadan.^. 

Mr. PRESIDENT; If there is any misrepresentation of what you 
Lave said it is for you to rise and correct it. I am not resjmnsible 
for any misre presen tat ion. 1 cannot possibly say when a speaker is 
misrepresenting you. 
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. flllCMMr tHIl miKHARltWAII RAYl Sir, you Wnl yaf 

fiirely, I never mentioned fw a single moment that I wm 
ODposed to tlie Moliammadan Ministers. 1 nevei^ said sucli a llunf. 
mulrf Nui^] Hnq 4 s |;epeaied)y asserting it tkat because 1 diler ftnm 
jtht Swaraj party I must go to hell. • 

rnmuhmu. NURUI. HUQ OHAURHUIIYt iM me now refer to the 
speech of my friend Mr. B. Chakravarty» the leiuier of the Nationalist 
party* He said that he was willing to aec^ept ministry on c^rtaiU condi- 
tions and that he would try to devise means as to how a stable ministry 
might be formed. May I ask Mr. Chakravarty when he fOuglit the 
Biamonfi Harbour election if be did not ssr that he would not aooept 
office under the present circumstances y Sir. the Bengial Ordiijantf 
was then in ft 3 ir<*e and no Criminal I 41 W Amendment Bill was brought 
before the (’ouncil. When that election was fought two of Uie 
Indian niemliers of this Council were in jail and they have not been 
let off yet. (tovemment have not yet bowwl to the wishes of the elected 
repiesentatives of the country nor <io T understand how the circum- 
stani'es may he said Ui hove changed in order to make the ministry 
mreptable to Mr. ('hakravarty and his party. It has also been said 
that the number of Nationalists is about which I ckmbi very much and, 
Sir, amongst them there is only one Miihainmadan and that is Mr. Hueeyn 
Shaheed Suhniwnrdy. If nnj ministiy is going to be formed in Ben- 
gal there can no stable ministry unless there are two Muhammadan 
Ministers in it because they are Uie next biggest party after 
the Swanij party. I do m»t know if Mr. Suhrawartly’s in- 
clusion in the rainistrj' will make it a stable one. If it be 
not HO, where will you find another Muhammadan to form a stable 
ministry P Where are you to U)rrow another from? I am afraid their 
fate will be the same as that of the last Ministers. I as a Swarajist 
and a 8 *a Muhammmlan clearly say to the Independents that if they 
a<*cept ministry at the present moment, when the Government have 
not Maindoned its attitude or bare not given us what we asked for, or, 
at least have not met us half-way, we cannot under any circumstances 
allow them to rule at least that half of the Bengal Budget known as 
Transferred Departmeitb* and will make their lives miserable. 

Mni DIBI RRMAO KHAITARs I have no desire to imitate my 
friend MaulH Md. Kurnl Huci Cbaudhury either in the lotulnees of 
his voice or in the manner of his interpreting the speech of ILuiuar 
Shib Khekhareswar Hay, but I do desire to give my reasons w^I think 
tliat none of the amendments which have still suirvffW 
unlucky ntmiber of 13 should be accepted. Mr. If. Ben 
moriing the amended amendment of Mr. 8 . N. Haidar Wanted to Itn w 
what wnt thn change in position which Induced the Hon^hb Mimiher oil 
h^alf Govemmont to move the pinsont reeolntoin. Bir» that there hii 
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been a chaaige in position nobody can doubt. The change ia poeition 
about the administration of the country baa certainly been fot the 
worse ip the absence of the Ministers. (Question!) Some reasons 
have been given by Kumar Shib Shekhareswar Eay^and some hare been 
given by Babu Amul^ss Phone Addy. It was as a result of the agita* 
tion carried on for a large number of years that the Reform Act was 
passed. No body can deny the proposition that alihouj^ the Reform 
Act does not go to the fullest extent that we Indians wanted it to 
go, still it does confer on the representatives of the Indian public 
some share in the administration of the country and some position 
to influence the reserved side of the Government. If it was the result 
of that agitation that the Reforms Act was passed, is it for us to give 
up these Reforms and to say that we do not want them? Such, indeed, 
will be the position i! this House say that we do not want Ministers, 
for without Ministers I consider the Reforms Act will be worth nothing. 
It is only if responsible Ministers are appointed, it is only if 
responsible Ministers are in charge of the Transferred Departments 
it is 6nly if there are responsible Ministers within the 
Cabinet that tlie Transferred Deparments can be administered in the 
way the representatives of the public want them to, and it is only 
then that the representatives of the people will be able to influence 
the Members of the Executive Council in the administration of the 
reserved side. i 

It was by the last speeidi of my hon’hle friend Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta — 
by last speech I do not mean the speech of to-day — but by his speech 
in August last that the confusion was created. He wants to know why 
is this Resolution necessary!^ The answer is to be found in his own 
speech. It was he who created confusion as to whether salaries were 
rejected Wcause of w^aut of confidence in the Ministers or in pursuance 
of a wrecking policy. Several members of this House have repeatedly 
asserted that those salaries were thrown out because an opportunity 
was not given to this House to express its no confidence in any other 
way and beoaufo the rejection of the entire salary was the only way 
left open to this Stouse in order to express dissatisfaction with those 
Ministers. It was after that Resolution was moved that my hon’ble 
friend Mr. I. M. Sen Gupta got up and said that the rejection of the 
salaries was due partly because of the wrecking policy carried on by 
the Swaraj party ; and what has been the results of that wrecking policy P 
Cmtainly for these several months the Reforms have practically been 
wfeohed. We are not allowed to ask questions or to move resolutions. 
The Transferred Departments are being administered in the same way 
at they were before the Reforms and, Sir, that is the position whieh the 
librnl party can nevhr subscribe thems^ves to. It is» ikerelorO, 8tr» 
rather a matter of oongratulatum that the Govemmmii have given up 
their position of prestige and come forward before this Rouse and 
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ifnnaiid A clear voting as to whether the result of voting in March 
ttat or in August last was against the niinistry in the abstra(?t or against 
the personnel of the ministry ; and it is for this House to state in quite 
clear and unambigaoqs terms that this House by a majo^ty of votes 
demands the formation of a ministry and when^the Ministers are ap- 
pointed to state whether they have the eonfideuce of the House or not. 
Eumai* Shib Shekbareswar Ray was not quite in bis element to-day 
when be said that Sir Abd-ur-Rahim took the wind out of his sails 
when he wholly and entirely accepted the principle enunciated in his 
amendment. In fact the amendment as worded by the Kumar Sahib 
was not quite a happy one and I am referring to it now Ivecause he has 
moved it. He wants the formation of the miiitstry to l>e made before 
the introduction of the Budget. Sir, the introduction of the Budget 
takes ‘place on the 19th~two days hence. But 1 do not think that 
it is the intention of the Kumar Sahib that the Ministers should lie ap- 
pointed in such ji great hurry. 

Ktiinar SHIB SHCKHARESWAR RAYs Sir, my friend ni'cd not 
lalH)ur the fwint Wause I want to withdraw my amendment in view of 
the assisrame given bv Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 

Balm DEBI PRBSAD KHAITAN t What 1 want to say is that 

this House would l»e given aa opportunity at an early date to express 
itv opinion alwuil the eonlideine or no contiden<‘e in the MinihterH and 
(hifi undertaking has already been given by the Hon'ble Sir Abd-ur- 
Uahiiii. 

Sir, so far as my friend Itai Harendniiiuth ("huudhurt s speech is 
concerned he lays doau a jtnHedure which, I lielieve. His Excellency 
the (bivernor is sure to follow. But lieing of the opinion that no 
loophole should lie left against the ap(Kiintmeut of Ministers, 1 do not 
think that this amendment should lie accepted, but ibis House should 
answer this plain and simple question whether the salaries of the 
Ministers should W placed in the Budget or not. This amendment says 
that His Excellency the Governor should include in the Budget 
provision for salaries only after ascertaining from the different party 
leaders the circumstances in which a i^table ministry can be formed. My 
friend Mr. J, M. Sen Oupta has clearly stated the circumstances in 
which our friends of the Nationalist party could form a stable ministry. 
The matter is now an open secret but to tag it on to the Resolution 
simply means that conditions are being attached. As to the object of 
the amendment it will be attained even if it is not accepted. For 
what is it that my friends the Nationalists want as a result of this 
amendment If Ministers are appointed and the personnel does not 
appeal to the majority of the House then it is only in March next that 
the House wRl g^ an opportunity of passing a vote of no confidence in 

9a 
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Ministers or rejecting the whole amount of their salaries. In fact, 
it would be prudent for this House to pass this resolution bn the 
distinct terms in which the Hon^ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has put it, and 
then wait till the Ministers are appointed and. in March next express 
its opinion as to whether they have the confidence of the House or not. 

MiUlvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI : Sir, may I speak a few words 
on liehalf of the Swarajist Muhammadami. We have heard from manj 
of our friends repeatedly that the outgoing Ministers— I mean Mr. Huq 
and Mr. Ghuznavi— tlid not command the confidence of the people and 
this House and that they wei% not competent. Some of my friends have 
declared that owing to these circumstances they were defeated. Sir, 
during the time of the proposed adjournment of the House I supported 
them and they were successful. But during the voting of the salaries, 
they were defeated and defeated by one vote only when I voted against 
them. Sir, I was given to understand by Mr. C. R. Das, the leader of 
our party, that as soiui as the Ministry is gone the Liberals in England 
would give us piovincial autonomy and considering that it would lie 
greater gain 1 voted against the Ministei-s and they were defeated. But 
I am now told that they bad not the confidence of the House. I say 
that they have confidence of the House and that they command the 
confidence of the country. The moment they are appointed Ministei-s 
again they will command the wholedieaHfd support of the Muhammadans 
of the (VniiK’il. The Muhammadans in this Council are now united. 
We comliined against the Ministei-s l>ecause we had the misfortune of 
associating ourselves with the Swarajya party with the object of 
obstructing Goveriwuent in all matters. That was the reason for which 
we opposed the Ministers’ salaries and it was not for any want of 
confidence in them. If my friends now trj' to make capital out of it, 
they are entirely mistaken. If Mr. B. Ohakravarti forms a ministry* 
now we Muhammadan members will oppose it tooth and nail; if there 
1)0 not two Muhammadans in the ministry". 

Thf »lr HUGH STEPHENSON : Sir, I was a Member of 

the Transfer of J^ubjects Committee of the Reforms Committee which 
first suggested the transfer of certain subjects, and I am, therefore, 
naturally disposed to their administration by the representatives of the 
people Iwause those departments were transferred on the ground that 
the best chance of progress in these subjects was through their 
administration by the representatives of the people: but I am not going 
to argue that question here. The question at issue this afternoon is : 
Dt>e» thi« Counrfl want Ministers or not ? I will not follow the enticing 
red-bemngs which Rai Harendranath Chaudhuri and Mr. J. M. Sen 
Gupta dangle in front of our nose but I shall confine myself to a few 
remarks on the various amendments. The first amendment is that the 
discussion should he adjourned sine tfie. That, F^ir, has got a familiar 
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ring in my mr» and I seem to remember that a similar motion was 
bhmght forward on a previous occasion when the Swaraj party was in 
di^culty. 1 was not present at the debate wfiich took plaiHi last Aoguat 
but I have learnt sejer^l things from Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta which I did 
not realise before. In the first place we have l>eln told that the whole 
question as to whether we should have Ministers or not is an al>strttct 
question and not a practical one. I should have thought thot it is one 
of the most urgent practical t|uestion> of the day. Mr Sen Gupta has 
said that Government will W no further than where they are now if 
this Re-^olution is pa-'sed, l>eeause it would only Iw* an answer to an 
ab'-fract (|ue*<tioii. My im|n'e.ssion from reading the pa|x»rs at home and 
after T came o\it here was that it was elnimed that the rouneil refused 
to have dyarchy. 

It iKOv ajqjcHrs that the Swaraj party are in a minority and they 
know that they are in a minority — and that they know that the test of 
the (’<iun( il, ex< ept theiOselvcH, do want to have Ministers. \\ here then 
(•(•Hies in the < i\ that the Swaraj party has saved the country by killing 
the ministry AVhat is it. Sir. that (he Swaraj party are afraid of? 
Wljy tlo they want to run awjjN fn»m the isnue? The issue is a perfectly 
plain one. 1 have listeficd carefully to Mr. Sen Gupta’s s|>eech. He 
complaincil that he had Ihmui given ‘»hort ni»lice, but he did not tell the 
(’ouncil bow that short mnic^hud affected either himself or his party, 
and all that I could gather from his speech was that he stitmgly objected 
to tbi‘' Resolution, which must slurw, what he himself admits, that the 
Swaraj party do imt entirely represent the whole ()oun»*il. His grievance 
appuiviitly i.s not against Government but against the rest of the parties 
in the Oiuncil, ri:., that although (he Swaraj party a minority in 
the whole (d the r<»uncil, the rest of the Council will not allow iheinwdveK 
to W guided by the di< tum of the Swaraj party. That was apparently 
the wh<tle of Mr. Sen Gupta’s complaint against the Government’s 
action in bringing forward this ReMilution. But, Sir, it h»i# Ix^eii bnmght 
out by various speakers that there is a nef*essity for a clear answer; and 
T would like to say, on behalf of Government that the adjournment of 
this question will be interpreted by Government as a clear answer 

to the question in the negative, and that no provision will la* made for the 
salary of Ministers. 

Then, Sir. coming to Rai Harendranuth fhaudhuri’s amendment, I 
have a little doubt as to what (be pur|M»rt of his speech was. The amend- 
ment is that the salary of Ministers shall W provided after awTrtaining 
fixjm the different party leaders the circumstances under which a stable 
ministry' can la* formed. T ba%'e listened attentively to his speech and 
have gathered that it is the Government and not His ExceUeney the 
Governor that will aiw^ertain from the different party leaders the cinmin- 
stances under which a stable ministry can be formed. As for that, so 
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far as Govern men t is concerned, I may say that it is entirely outside our 
province to ascertain the wishes of diffezent party leaders, and th» 
circumstances under whicE a stable ministry can be formed, and thpt 
is the reason why Government must oppose his. eiueodment* It is a 
recommendation to u# to ascertain the wishes of the different party 
leaders, and when we have done that,' we are not able to use the informa 
tion we have got as it is outside our province — it is a recommendation 
that really goes beyond the province of this Government. But, as 
regards the conditions under which a stable ministry can be formed, there 
can be no question about it. that the Government as well as His Excellen- 
cy the Governor are as interested as this Council in having a stable 
tninistry. And His Excellency has authorised the announcement that 
opportunities will be provided for the Council to indicate that they 
have no confidence in the Ministers His Excellency appoints and that the 
Ministers will resign. There can be no greater guarantee that it is His 
Excellency’s desire that a stable ministry shall be formed. There is, no 
doubt, iher<*fore, that His Excellency will take the necessary steps in 
forming a ministry. As I have explained, we cannot accept the 
amendment and must oppose it. 


Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI: May I rise to a point of 
order The Hoii’ble Sir Hugh Stephenson says that it is not the concern 
of the provincial Govei ament but of HM Excellency the Governor to 
as('ertuin the wishes of the different party leaders. If that he so, certain- 
ly the amendment should have been disallowed by you. 1 think, Sir, 
he has questioned your ruling- 


Mr. PRESIDENT. Sir Hugh Stephenson has simply criticised 
your speech so far as I am able to gather. 

Rai HARENDRANATH CHAUDHURI; The Hon’ble Member says 
that the matter is primarily the conceni of His Excellency the Governor. 
If that be ^o, the amendment should have lieen di*»allowed. 

Mr. PRESIDEtn*: I am rather surprised that such an earnest student 
as yourself of the Rules and Standing Orders should urge this as a point 
of order. 1 am quite sure you know that with regard to resolutions, it is 
the duty of the President to admit them as to form, and that it 
then devolves upon the Governor to allow or disallow them. I admitted 
your amendment as to form, and it is on the paper to be treated on its 
merits, and I understand Ibe Hoirble Sir Hugh Stephenson has suggested 
that it has no merRs, It is not for me to decide one way or the other. 

Tilt Sir HUOH STEPHENSONS I entirely agree that Rai 

Harendrannth Chaudhuri has camouBaged his proposal so as to bring 
it under the niles, I was not questioning any body’s ruling but merely 
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ilfttiiig the facte. The facte being what they are» 1 say Governmeiii «re 
&able to accept the amendment I put it to the Houee the iaeue la 
perfectly plain, and 1 hope that the House will vote on it in a plain 

way. 

Mr* M* DAUDS Sir, the proposition before the House is whether 
Ministers' salaries should be provided in this year's Budget or not In 
regard to the question whether there should be Ministers or not, ray 
friends the Swarajists have made it perfectly clear as to their views on 
the matter. But the Nationalists have come out in this Council in their 
true colours. The objet'tions of the Nationalists last time were that the 
then Ministers did not enjoy the confidence of the House. I ask ray 
Muhammadan Swarajists to consider seriously the situation, and sincerely 
to say whether they (the Nationalists) are right, or wrting- It has been 
argued by the Nationalists that Ministers should he appointed from those 
members who enjoy the confidence of the House. I appeal to the Muham- 
madan members of this Ihntse to unite, aiiart from inirty politics, and 
apart fnim petty differences of opinion, to say in right earnest that we 
the Muhammadans who form the majority in this Province want main, 
tain that thert* should be tw«i Muhnmmaduti Ministers. My friend the 
Knmar Saheh has argued with great emjdiasis— hut he altogether for- 
gets the fact that there are only 22 inemlH*rs in bis party. If my friends 
the Muhanunadan Swarajists A)me to our side we can ask His Excellency 
the Governor that the majority of the Ministers should l)e fn»m our party. 

I appeal to my Muhammadan friends that this is the projier time to unite 
and request His Excellency to take the majority of the Ministers from the 
Muhammadans. With these few words I whole-heartedly support the 
Resolution moved hy the Hon'hle Sir Ahd-ur-Rahim. I do not see any 
reason to accept any of the amendments when the Nationalists in their 
heart of hearts know that they are going to accept the ministry in throw- 
ing off their disguise in the Council, 

Mittivi ABDUL CAFURS I wish to 

Mr. PREtlDENTs Would you speak n little louder, please f 

Mailivi ABDUL GAFUR: Very well. Sir. 1 shall try to raise my 
voice as much as I can. As regards the Resolution I heg to submit 
that I cannot understand it, nor can I make any head or tail out of it — 
it is an anomaly, because it is a Government Resolution ami the Govern- 
raent has got the fullest power and authority to appoint Ministers and 
as many as they like. The purpose of bringing forward this Resolution 
is clearly placed before the House and Mr. Ken Gupta on liehalf of the 
Swaraj Party has most lucidly placed our point of view before Ibe 
Council The purpose k to tell the world that Bengal wants dyarc»by 
in opposition to the wishes and efforts of the Swaraj party kcloding 
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HinduK und^, Muhammadans. Therefore, I do not wish to speak much 
on the merits of the Resolution, but certainly it would be a misfortunO 
for Bengal if under the stress of the present circumstances Hindus, 
Muhammadans and Europeans do not work togetheii;. for the salvation of 
Bengal, for working oft the destiny of Bengal and India. It would be 
a misfortune if we cannot unite under the present circumstances. The 
circumstances re(iuire that we should first have our demands met by the 
Government. If the Government do not care for our wishes, if the 
Government do n(»t come down to fulfill our wishes, should we support 
such a Resolution y I say we should not; because as Mr. Sen Gupta has 
just now put it before the Council, the position is worse this year than 
the last. Moreover, it has cut me to the quick to hear such words falling 
from the lips of Kumar Shib Khekhareswar Ray— he said and his wordings 
were a little bit bitter — ^because the Ministers were unpopular. Indeed, 
my friends Maulvi Md.'Nurul Huq Chaudhury, Mr. Sultan Ali and 
Mr. Daud have spoken and I do not wish to speak much on the cjiiestion, 
hut it is a fact that if the Nationalist party do accept the ministry they 
would be driving a wedge between the Hindus and Muhammadans for 
ever and the Hindus and Muhammadans will not come to meet mi the 
same platform and by the acceptance of this ministry the Government 
will be given a handling, a stnmg handling to rule the country as it 
likes. Therefore, Sir, I beg to submit this much before the House that 
we should consider the <|Uestion from various points and the position 
is really worse than it was last year and if it be so how can we accept 
the Resolution. I say we cannot accept it in any case. I, therefore, 
beg to ask the House to ponder for a moment whether we should not all 
join to throw out the Resolution and to support the amendment put 
forward by Mr. Sen Gupta. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: 1 observe that a tiumber of Muhammadan 
speakers are rising to speak. I should like to jmiiit out that I cannot 
have a repetition of what we have heard already from several shakers. 
If any one desires to discuss the ments of the Resolution, I will^ call 
upon him, but I woubi suggest that the matter under debate is not a 
({uestion of the reltUre virtues af the Hindus and Muhammadans. That 
is quite outside the question. 

Mr. 1. N. HALDAR: 1 will not take up much of the time of the 
('ouucil, but I will only show to the House the alvsurdity of the position 
that Government has taken up by recommending such a Resolution. 
Sir, under the niles it will not be possible for me to bring a negative 
resolution saying that no Ministers' salary be provided for in this year’s 
Budget. 8uppt>sing I had sent a resolution to that effei*t, I would have 
been told that I wa^ out of order, be<*ause the question of the Ministers* 
salary was not l>efore tlMi House. If that he an absurd position, then I 
say that this Resolution is also an absurdity.' It is like putting the 
cart liefore the horse. There are no Ministers. We have shown during 
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tile »last sesBioQ of the Coiiiici] by our voteit. and it had been mad# 
eUpiicitly clear by our leader Mr. C. fi. Dan* that we want to eud thi« 
jn^sent system of dyarchy or to mend it, Since thaf time up to nt>w 
nothing has happened which would give us tiny indication that ilovern* 
ment does want a ministry and that they are wKling to act according 
to our wishes. Over and above that, us my friend Mr. Hen (iupta has 
already said, our opinions, our resolutions, have lieen Houted and dung 
hack at our teeth: we hare been insulted at every stage: our members 
have been spirited away: nearly 70 i»ther members of other families 
have been taken nw'ay without trial, and this is a method which the 
Government has chosen for the purpose i>f terrorising us into submission. 

I ( an say for myself as well us on behalf of my party that we (he 
members of the Sawarajya party refuse to be terrorisiMl and bullied by the 
(loven^ient into subinissioii. If the tfovernmeiit really desires that 
the dyarchy should be maintained this is not the attitude of mind, this 
is not the atmosphere which His Excellency sinmld have created. He 
should have created an atmosphere of peace himI go(jd*will and the first 
offer of gooibwill slumld have come fixuu (he (iovermnent. We see no 
■xi^rns «»f it and yet we are asked to co-o[ierate with (fovernment who are 
Irving at every step to throttle our aspirnti^ms and our movement. 
.\nother extraordinary thing is, as I can (|ui(e see with the vision of a 
Hnihmin as 1 am, that the Muddinian ('ommittee has got its majority 
report by one vote. The minority report consists of four gentlemen 
including Sir Sivuswami .\iyer, an ex-Meinber of the Executive ( ouiwil 
of Madras, and they have, it is <juite welbknown to every one who itikea 
any interest as regards p)Iitical matters, said that dyarchy us il is in 
vogue at the present moment is absolutely unw'(»rkable and should be 
reje<’te<l. That is the recommendation of the minority committee and 
that recommefidati«in as well as the rerommeudation of the majority 
<*<»mmi(tee have gone across the seas and are awaiting -disposal by the 
Secretary' of State, This is surely a camouflage for (he purpose of 
»jhowing to the civilised wurld that the t oiincil of a major province 
like Hengul has put its seal ujs»n the present system of dyarchy. We 
are neit going to have it. Whether my friends the Muhammadans or 
my friends the Nationalists mcept the ministry, their position will be 
just the same as it was a few months back. We cannot allow any 
ministry to go on unless and until our demands are satisfied, and il is 
for this reason that T have put forward this amendment of mine that 
the consideration of (his question lie postp<ined #i«e dte, 

Mr. PItCtI DENTS 1 think the time has almost arrived for closing 
the debate. The position has been fully explored, I w*ill now ctall 
upon I)r. Moreno to speak after which (here will he the evening 
adjournment. 

. Mr. i, M. SEN OUFTA: Before you call upon Sir Abdkur-Rahim U> 
reply, may 1 have a few minutes just to make our position clear. 
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Mr. FRESiDENTl I« it by way of panwnal axplanationf 

Mr. 4 . M. SEN CUPTAs I am entitled to apeak on the substantive 
resolution. 

Mr* PREilDENTl^ shall have no objection to your speakings again^ 
but I do not accept your proposition that you have a right to do so. 

Dr. H* W* D. MORENO: It seems to me that the arguments of the 
Swaraj party are more or less in the way of vilification if nothing else. 
There has been a clear-cut issue before the House — are you going to 
have Ministers or are you notf We have heard Mr. Sen Gupta tell uW 
with a great deal of persuasion but very little of argument that the 
intention of Government is to throw an apple of discord and their only 
avowed intention is to try to rule by terrorism — a point which hi^ been 
emphasised by Mr. Haidar. Now with regard to that point I would only 
like to say that the Swarajists have very little to say in this matter. 
They are committed to a policy of obstruction and Government have no 
interest to consult them. It is to the interest of Goverament to consult 
those parties which are out to do real and effectual work. Therefore, I 
say, the Swarajists have no locus standi here. They are out for wrecking 
the constitution and for breaking the ministry, but they must remember, 
as Mr. Sen Gupta has already said, that they are in the minority and that 
there are others to be considered — others who are willing to work in 
order to make the Reforms a success. Then, again, another member, 
Mr. Md. Nurul Huq Chaudhury, the idol of the party, has said that the 
intention of Government is to spoil the feeling between Hindus and 
Muhammadans. Nothing of the kind. Government have put a clear- 
cut issue before those who are willing to work the Reforms and who are 
willing that a ministry should be formed for the purpose. We know 
now what the present position of the country is. We know that while 
there is no ministry, Ilia Excellency carries on these nation-building 
departments entirely on his own. He is not responsible to Faiiiament, 
be is not responsible to the Secretary of State nor even to this House. 
I can conceive Of nothing more autocratic than this and we have to thank 
those who by tbeiv nethods have wrecked the ministry and have thus 
introduced the worst form of autocracy possible. Moreover, no effectual 
work can l>e ihme. Some of us have a good deal of things to do in 
this Council, We have resolutions, questions, Bills before the House 
and all these are held up simply l>ecause you cannot have these discussed 
before the House under the present circumstances. 

Now, I think the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim has made a very 
reasonable request. It is not an abstract question, it is a very concrete 
question — are you going to have Ministers or are you going to leave 
the management of the Transferred Departments entirely to His 
Excellency who is the very model of a constitutional ruler f The 
question of the personnel of the ministry can very easily be settled out 
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^ tilt Houm. In England when a nunistiy in Imnntd^ tkm matttni art 
iMcntted outside the Honat. If a Conaenratire Minlatry i« appointtd, 
tilt matter is discussed in tlie Carlton Club^ or if a Liberal Hiniatry ia 
appointed, the matter is discussed in the National Liberal Assoeiation. 
Here the views of the parties may be asoertaiped and the policy of 
Ministers as regards constructive work can be approved by the parties, 
leaving alone tbe obstnictionists. I appeal to those who are for some 
sort of constructive work to express their approval in no uncertain 
manner. Henunnlier, Sir, that we are the representatives ol people out* 
side who are now crying for rtdief and more relief in the way of water- 
supply, sanitation, education and public health. All these matters are 
now Wing neglected chiefly on account of political intrigues and 
dogmas. I appeal to the members to settle these matters once fi»r all 
so t ha real and effet tual work may be done in the province. 

[The (’ouncil here adj(»urrif^l for 15 minutes.] 

After the adjotiriiment. 

Mr. H. 8. 8UHIIAWARDY: In cim^iderifig the lu'ademic question 
whether, a mini<(try should Im‘ formed or not we have to de<’ide in an 
abstract manner whether we accept dyarchy or we do not. By accept- 
ing the dyarchy I d(» not mean that we consider it a gmsl wtwkahle 
projMwition. On the other hwul, as such we are op|H»sed to it but in 
the sense that we can use the provisions of the Government of India 
Act t<» establish certain c<.iiventifms which will give substantial powers 
to the Ministers uiul suificient lunds to the transferred departments 
not con tern pi Jit «*d hv the Government of India Act. If we do not 
accept dyarchy in this limited sense, then we come her© to olwrtruct. 

A« an abstract proposition we are not here to obstruct, scj if the 
Goveingieut wants from us an abstract opinion, an abstract futxca, we 
cannot in principle be against the establishment of a ministry. 
Now*if wa say that a ministry sbciuld be formed, should it be with or 
without C!onditions. It is clem that in the present atmosphere it is 
impassible for a Mable ministry to he formed without conditions. These 
conditions should be such as may help to give larger powers to the 
ministry, and a prefamderating voice to the Ministers in the destinies 
of tile Province. Some conditions have, therefore, to be evolved in 
the concrete which may lie consistimt with the Government of IndW 
Act and at the same time help to mlva ,ce the jieople's cause, and secure 
for them their rights and liberties. These conditions which must be 
practical cag only W evolved after serious considerntton and serious 
consultation amongst the liest and most influential men in tbe House. 
The issue is perfectly clear, and if the Ckivernment is really anxious 
to have a ministry a* a practi<*a} proposition and not as some allege, 
it is being influenced by some die-hards in it who are gtad because ibey 
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are unhampered hy a minisi^, aod^ who would be more than glad if 
Bengal wa« declared a backward Province and they could continue tif 
heap, oppression on the people of Bengal without fear and opposition, 
then there is no course opeii to them but to accept , the amendment of 
Itai Harendranath Chludhuri. 

So far as the personal observations of Maulvi Md. Nurul Huq Chaud- 
hury are conrornod I do not think they were called for or were good 
taste, and 1 pass them by in silence. An attempt has been made to 
laise the communal issue, and to suggest that the last Ministers were 
defeated l)ecause they were Muhamniudans. I am sorrj’ that there are 
some who bold this view. I do not at this stage desire to dilate upon 
the several causes that brought about the downfall of the ministry, their 
accumulated sins which forfeited them the confidence of the House 
and how they rode to their fall. Apart from the Swaraj party ^which 
opposed the ministry on the question of juinciple, we judged them by 
their actions, by their diplomacy, by the way in which they gradually 
attempted to stov dissension between community and community, hy 
the open manner in wliich they supp(»rted the Government in the 
llescvlutioii winch called for the release of political prisoners, and hy 
their appeal for votes in the name of Islsim and religion. Some mem- 
WrH are liere who votwl for them liecause they were Muhammadans, 
Wcause of their personal appeal in the name of religion, knowing lull 
well that they had been weighwl and found wanting. But to those who 
voted against them, it would have been immaterial whether the 
Ministers were Hindus or Muhammadans. Indeetl, we know (>f some 
Hindu members who have Houted their <’onHtituencies and publi(‘ opinion, 
w'ho would have been defeated in precisely the same manner. 

I w'ould, therefore, beg the members not to consider the downfall 
(•r formation of a ministry as a comnninal (|uestion. (’aiinot we look at 
it from a broader standpoint!^ W<»uld you say that if there are Ministers 
it helps the cause of the country and of the Muhammadans if there 
are tw'o Muhammadan Ministers however undt^iruble they ’’inay 
be, Dofw tmr fate, does our destiny depend upon what is the religious 
deiHuninntinn of the Ministers? If this is the View we take, tlien wm 
to our iHilitical rons<*iou'iness that cannot rise alnive communal ^)re- 
judices and suspicion. I am sure that the members will not be carried 
away by their coinmni 'l sentiment. I would l)eg them not to listen to 
the malign allegations of t’.e hidden hand: it is an injustice, an insult 
to the good sense of the members to say that it was communal or [wr- 
sonal considerations that influeneeil their vote. 

This is my la«t to them. May their love for their country 

Mive them from the catastrophe of a divided people. 

Mkl UMli OHANORA ONATTiRJif S Minisient are 009% 
shows which India has not the money to pay for. T^et us have contfol 
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over tlie purse and Forei<rn Relatioiui and we will agm to tEem. What 
|MiaU we do with the Dopaftment of 8e]f*GoTernment which is concerned 
with road-making and muncipalining? Cart tracks and motor tracks 
we do not want (hey help foreign trade by sustaining the 

railways. Municipalities we do not ^ant; tiey are emporiums of 
foreign goods and they flourish by destroying the villages. So 
Ripon-Self-Government is no gofwl to us; on the other hand it is 
bane to us in the worst sense of it. 

Then sanitation has no meaning without nourishment, yourish- 
nient the GovernmeiU do not supply us with. Therefore, we must 
'suspend the department till we attain full freedom. University 
education we must esfhew. It dws not make us miMi. It helps us 
in cutting our hair.H and in dividing them in wtII defined sections; it in- 
fuses lust for spec'lac’les and wrist watches; it fosters upkrwastvnru 
and subserviency; it makes ns foppish; it unmans us; it makes us a 
nation of clerks. This education is a fumily-ruiner and loses the 
charm for the rec ipient as s(K>n us he ccmies out of the c(dlegc* and 
ex|>eriences the scaicity of serviee. So why should we spend monej* 
for this sort of education)^ 

As regards industry we do not want any department f<»r it. We 
had industries ; these, the foreign trade has destn»yed ; their revival 
is im|>OMsihle without the susi«»nsmn of the fondgn trade. 

Agriculture has waned. *No amount of costly dei>urlmeni will 
rejuvenate it. The Siindurbands and other jungles have Wn des- 
troyed for the furtherance of the foreign trade and (he result has In^en 
that the rains have l)een made irregular and insufficient. The little 
rain that we .still have, we cannot reserve; for the reser^wa of water 
have silted up and we have no money to re-excavate them. It will not 
do to say “ Why don’t you adopt the co-operative system? " Wo are 
unaccc^siomed to the system and I lieiieve it is foreign to our nature. 
Indian Kings never practised or enforced it; they use to take all the 
imuble for the supply of water for drinking and irrigation purfuises 
themselves and paid nil the money frmn the Government exchequer. 
They had nut to ti[»end all the revenue for the maintenance of a coloaaal 
army. It is unwise to ask uh to change our nature which has Ifcen 
formed from time immemfuial. . 

I verily Mieve (hut the aforesaid five departments will not reju- 
venate us, I, therefore. j>rojK>Med for tiie c urlailmeiit of the depart- 
ments and fusing them all into one department, so that a compara- 
tively small exjienditure might sutfice to satisfy the whims of the 
Government and save enough money for exjienditure in other useful 
purposes and lowering the crushing tax. Iltil the Government rejected 
my mention as soon os proposed. Government <*ry huarse for co-o[)era- 
tiOD in the guise of subserviency and therefore reject real and well- 
meaning co-operation whenever offered. In eonelusion, I must say that 
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nane of theoe department existed in tlie present fashion before the 
British people came into India but our predecessors were in the leaA 
worse off for want of them. With these obserrations 1 request the House 
to reject the GoTemment motion for the inclusion c# Ministers* salaries 
in the coming budget. 

[After the member had delirered his speech as aboTe, he asked 
permission of the Hon’ble President to speak in Bengali in further 
elaboration of his points. Mr. President disallowed this, and the member 
continued to speak in English.] 

Let there be no dissension amongst us over this matter. Fipm the 
jioint of view of Indians interest we should sink our differences and I 
request all the parties to join us in opposing the Resolution which has 
been brought by Government. If this Resolution is passed Ministers 
will come into existence and this will mean huge expenditure which 
will serve no purpose whatsoever. Why vote only for the postponement 
of the Government motion? lict us join shoulder to shoulder in 
opposing the main resolution and reject it and do away with dyarchy 
altogether. 

Mft PRESIDENTS Mr. Sen Gupta, before the adjourn infeiit you 
desired to make a personal explanation. You are generally a model of 
conciseness and I hope you will be so this time also. 

lift lit Mt SEN CUPTA# Thank you for the compliment, Sir. 

[At this atage several members rose to speak, but Mr, President ruled 
that as the subje<'t had been amply discussed, he could not allow further 
speeches.] 

Mr. 4. M. SEN GUPTA: I propose to take only two minutes. 
The first thing I want to point out to the Government is this, that if 
they want a straight fight and straight answer to their question then 
let the Government advise His Excellency the Governor to dissolve the 
Council. They will know the answer positively ; they will know khat 
Bengal says. Instep of that they have taken recourse to this unfair 
method. This is not a straightforward course. His Excellency the 
Governor should have dismissed, should have exacted resignation from 
the Ministers directly their salaries were rejected on the first occasion. 
He did not do so. 1 am not going, as I am not permitted, to censure 
His Excellency or in any way comment on his conduct. All that I 
say is this, as His Excellency is now anxious to know whether we will 
support any ministry or not, the best way to do it is to dissolve the 
Council and let the Councillors go back and come back to the Council 
after fighting an election on that issue. That will be a much better 
course for Government id follow and it will satisfy all parties. 

As I may not be able to say anything after the voting starts on the 
two amendments and on the principal resolution T want to make my 
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and the position of my party abMilntely clear on the votings 

are going to Tote for onr amendment and I hope the other membera 
will also do so. Now with r^rd to the amendment moved by the 
Nationalist party. ^Having regard to the attitude taken up by the 
Government respecting it, I and my party will ^te with the National* 
ists on that amendment in pursuance of our declared policy that we 
will join hands with any party in this Council against the Government. 
It does not mean that while supporting the amendment we are in favour 
of any formation of a ministiy. 

The Hoffble Sir ABD.UR-RAHIMt The debate bat done this 
much that we now kni>w what the position of the different groups is in 
this Council. Mr. Sen Gupta has stated in no unambiguous terms that 
it is his party — the Swaraj party and the Swaraj party alone that is 
wedded to a policy of ob.st ruction and to throwing out the lleforms. Ho 
has also told ih which I do nnt think required any elucidation that hia 
party is in a minority in this Council. 

As regards the Nationalists we have had speeches from a large num- 
l)er of memliers including Mr. ('hakravarti my old friend. 

Ah regards Mr. Chakravuiti’s attitude I must say it is somewhat 
difficult for me to follow. What he is going to do on this (K*rasion I 
do not know for I do not think thol he has enlightened the Houn) upon 
that. • 

As regards Rai Harewdranath ('haudhuri’s amendment Sir Hugh 
Stephenson has already tohl the House that we art* uiiuhle to accept it 
and the reason is plain. The appointment of the ministry is entirely 
in the hands of the (iovernor. It is not the concern of the Govern- 
ment. It is f<ir him to decide what prwedure he will follow to form 
the ministiy ; he may consult the Members of his Executive Council 
if he thinks fit, he may consult outsiders or any numU^r of membera 
of this ftouse. That is entirely a question for him and it is not for ua 
to suggest that he should follow a particular procedure. That is the 
reason why we are unable to accept this amendment. What he will 
do is not for us to suggest. But there can be no doubt from past 
experiences of action taken by His Excellency in similar matters that 
be will try to find out what is the l>est means to form a stable ministry. 

Mr. H. §• tUHRAWAROYs May I ask a qnestionf Is it not 
tbe provinc.e of tbe Governor to appoint Ministeas and not of tbe Coun* 
cil to suggest tbe formation of a Ifiniatryf 

Mr. RRiilDENT? I tbink you are asking for an interpretation of 
tbe Act. You are at liberty to interpret tbe Act according to your 
own view. 

Mr, II. it tyiillAWARlIYt That was not my question at all. 
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Mr* PRESIDENTS Instead of asking a question you are trying to 
obtain an interpretation of the Statute. • 

Mr* H* S. tUHRAWARDY: Then may 4 ask a simple questionP 

Mr. PRESIDENT^ You have already asked it. 

The Hon*bl0 Sir ABD*UR«RAHIM: If the hon’ble member had 
borne in mind the terms of my Resolution he would have got an answer 
to the qu<i«tion. The tenns of the Resolution are that this Council 
recomroends to the (loverninent that provision for Ministers’ salaries 
be made in the Budget. It is the function of the Government and not 
the Governor to provide Ministers’ salaries in the Budget. The ques- 
tion in the Resolution is asked because we want to make sure whether 
this Coum il wants or does not want popular Ministers to be in charge 
of the Transferred Departments so that we can frame the Budget^ accord- 
ingly. If they do not want Ministers then His Excellency the Governor 
will apply to the proper authority under Rule 6 of the Devolution Rule.s 
for the retransfer of these departments. 

As regards the amendnients we are not in a p(»sition to accept any 
of them. 

As regards the Swaraj party’s amendment recommending fhe post- 
ponement of the consideration of the subject I should have thought 
that’ they would have been the first to welcome a Resolution of this kind 
if they are right in their repeated assertions that tliis Council or the 
country does not want Ministers. They know, as a matter of fact, 
that the opinion of the Council is the other way and that is why they 
want to avoid the issue. They them.selves, however, do not want popu- 
lar Ministers to run the Transferred Departments. 

I have said that I do not want to discuss the merits or the demerits 
of the Government of India Act on the present occasion. All that I 
want to know is whether it is the clear opinion (>f the Council that 
salaries should W provided for Ministers in the Budget. That is the 
plain issue. It is no use shelving it. If the House shelves if by a 
postponement of the consideration of the subject the result will Ik* that 
no salaries will be provided in the Budget and these nation-building 
subjects will be transferred back. I have nothing further to say. 

The amendment of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta wan then put and a divi- 
sion taken with the following result: — 


aiMNUia, MautYi AstnuiMta. 
laatiii, ftaan fiMiiai duuiara. 

UtiktK llaiNvl Katfws 
•aawjMi Mr. A. C, 
iMA AaiMi talty Wrltaaa. 
MAravaHi, taAii 4a«(Mlra onaaira. 
OiiattarliA Ma Uaiai OlMNtfra. 

wMMWinmi MNnVt 9W9MM MHNIr 


AVtt. 

C)i«u«httry, HaiilYi M. Niinit Hiia. 
oaaaiw, Mr. Niraial Otaaira. 

Oat, Or. MaMai Melitii. 

Oat Oaata, Or. 4, ■. 

Oty, t t r ia a eettai. 

•afar, Maatvi AMat. 

•a aoa U h OaOa Kitpaara INMk 
NaMaA Mr. t. N. 




lUMaiM-Wllltoiiit, Hr. e. 

AMy, taku AanHya Dkaat. 

AkMMb MtiM 
Akinii, Haiitti lamiMr. 

Alty, KIIm BalMitfaf t, Ma lMMtk. 

Aii» IlMivi tayyai ttiltaiu 
All. Mr. Altai, 
tana. Mr. n. N. 

•aaarlat, taka Satya Kiakara. 

kaaarlat, Aal Aakaaitr AMaatk Okaakra. 

karma, kal takik kanakaaaa. 

taHaa. Mr. N. 

katm kakti katiiMlra Naik. 

kati Kkaa kakatfar Mina tkaiaat All. 

kaai, tka Haa*kla t. J. 

klrlay. Mr. L. 

CkaaMkitri, Naarak kakakiir talyM Nawak 
All. Kkaa kakakar. • 

ekalaakkin, Kkaa kakakar Maaivi Mk. 
kkawkkary. Maaivi faalal Karim. 

Cakaa. Mr. 0. 4, 

C aa p ar, Mr. C. k. 

C araara a , Mr. k. k. 

Oarria, tlr Wllllaai. 
kaa. krtm Gkara Okaakra. 

Oaak. Mr. M. 
fla» Mr. K. e. 

Day. Mr. k. k. 

OaaaM, tka Naa'Ma Mr. 4. 

Oaak kai» k a k a k ar kyarf UU. 

Dan. Mr. k. k. 
fkkia. Mr. k. i. k. 

ParakMi Kkaa kakakar K. % M. 
kt kfi a y , Mr k ta r ka. 
kaakka. Itsi kakakar kakrikHi 
kaaiik Mr. k. W. 
kaki* Mr. k. N. 

•araar, Hr. k. W. 

Hkki Kkaa kakakur KaM lakiral. 


MaakyiM, Hr. W. t. 

Namaia, Kkaa kakakar Maaivi Maakarraf. 
Naa. Maaivi A. K. kaalml. 

Naa. Maaivi Ikramal. 
kaaitai Mr. k. t. 

Kkaitam taka Oaki kraiak. 

UiMakammak, Naji. 
taa, kaja kaakaa Oata. 

LMkail, Mr. N. 0. 

Matik. Mr. tyak M. 

Miitar, Sir kravaak Okaakar. 

Maraaak Dr. N. W. k. 

Markka. Mr. k. 

Makarli., Mr. t. k. 

Naaky, Hakaraj Kamar Irit kkaakra. 
Natimakkla. Kkaia. 

Oataa, Mr. I. k. 

kakiavraa. Maaivi Hk. Akkai iakkar. 
kkaipa, Mr. T. 4. 
kaakar. Maaivi Akkaf* 
kakia^ tkv Maa%li Mr Akk*ar% 
ka kme a , Hr. A* k. 
kay, taka k a fyakra Narayaa. 
kay* kaka t ama k ra Natk. 
kay, tkv Maa'Mv Hakarmla kakaiaf 
Kskaaaiak kkaakra. 
kay kkaakkari, Mr. K. k. 
kay. Mr. Tarit k ka vaa. 
kay, kaja Maailtll tiaik. 
kalaak Kkaa kakakar Maaivi Akiai. 
•arkar, MiMvl Allak kafivk. 

Milaaar. Mr. t. A. 

ttVkkVMaa, tka Maa'kit Mr Makk* 

•trail, Mr. A. L. 
tiravar% Mr. W. i. 

Mr. K« 

WlfMK, LtM. k. k. 

wvvkkaak. Hr. 4. A. 


Tiik Aykt bkikg 41 mnd ihk Nomi 75, the motimi vk« lokt. 

The ameiidiDelil ,k! B«i Hknmdrkfiktli Chktidliun was iheii imi kttd 
A diYiaicm Uken the following resoH:^ 


AYlk. 



4 
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eMiiravtrty, tabu MarMii. 
OluitIfrMt, ■•tNf UMM duuNlra. 
OMiNllitirj, Kai HaruMranatli. 
Obautfliuri, Mawrvi SaiyM AMur flab. 
CbaiMlbaryf Mauivi Md. Nuruf Him. 
ChufNtar, Mr. Nirmat Cbandra. 

Oai, Or. Mabini Malian. ^ 

Daa Oupta, Or. 4, m. ^ 

Oatta, iabu A kbit Obandra. 

Oay, labu Oarada bratad. 

Oafur, Maufvi Abdul. 

Onnauiy, iabu Kbafatidra Natb. 

Haidar, Mr. t. N. 

Hap, tbab tyad tmdaduf. 

Hapua, Mauivi tayadut. 

Haaaain, Mauivi Wabad. 

Jaardar, Mauivi Aftab Hamaln. 

Kban, babu Oabandra Lai. 

Kban, Mauivi Abdur RaMbid. 

Kban, Mauivi Mabi Uddin. 

Mabammad, Mauivi batar. 

Malty, babu Mabandra Natb. 

Mitra, babu Jatandra Natb. 

Mttktrjaa, babu Taraknatb. 


mm Ham Chandnu 
Ma^i, babu Manmabau. 

Raifcat, Mr. Rraapfuia Oab. 

Kny, babu^Abanltb Cbandra. 

Ray, Or. Kumud Cankar. 

Kay, Kumar bbib bliakbaf«n»ar. 

Kay, babu Mann^ltba Natb. 

Kay, babu bataavrripati. 

Kay, Or. btdban Cbandra. 

Kay, Mr. O. N. 

Kay, Mr. Kiran Cankar. 

■n Okaadbart, baba Sallaja batb. 

"jy j®**®^**“*'*» »*** Kdbadur Catyandra 


•arMr, babu Hamanu Kumar, 
•nrkar, babu Naliniranjan. 

••n, Mr. N. C. 

•mi Cupta, Mr. J. M. 

•ingba, Mr. Arun Cbandra. 
Cuhrawardy, Dr. A. 

•uhraarardy, Mr. H. C. 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Rajib Uddin. 
Yaain, Mauivi Mubammad. 


NOCI. 


Addama-Wiiliama, Mr. c. 

Addy, babu Amulya Obana. 

Abmad, Maafvl TayabadNa. 

Abmad, Mauivi Cannaar. 

A lay, Kban babadur c. Mabbaab. 

All, Mauivi tayyad Sultan. 

band, Mr. r. n. 

banarjaa, babu tatya Kltbara. 

CAbadur Abinaab Cbandra. 
barma, Rai tabib banahanan. 
bartan, Mr. H. 

•atu, babu datindra Natb. 

■•JiASur Miria Cbujaat All. 
bttt, tba Han’bla C. J. 

•iriay, Mr. L. 

tatyw N*»M 

All, Kban babadur. 

CAbadur Mlhilvi Md. 
Obawdbury. Mauivi Pavlal Karim. 

Caban, Mr. o. d. 

Caapar, Mr. c. 0. 

OaraamMi, Mr. «. d, 

Ourria, Sir William, ^ 

Oaa, babu Obaru Obandi%. 

Oaud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. c. 

0#y. Mr. C. 0. 

OAbAld, tba Han'bla Mr. d. 

Kam, Rai babadur Pyari Lai. 

Outt, Mr. O. c. 
bddlt, Mr. b. 1. 0. 

!22V“ S**“ 

MMLMr. P. N. 
tumar, Mr. c, W. 

Ma% Kban babadur KaH lablruL i 

The Ayes being 54 and the 


Haphynt, Mr. W. C. 

Nup, Mauivi Ckramul. 
damat, Mr. p. c. 

Khait*n, babu Dtbi Praiad. 

Lai Mabammvd, Haji. 

Uw, Raja Raabat Caaa. 

Liddall, Mr. h. c. 

Maiib, Mr. lyad M. 

Mittar, Cir Provasb Chundar. 

Marana, Or. h. w. a. 

Marpan, Mr. a. 

Kukarji, Mr. |. c. 

Natimuddin, Khaja. 

Oatan, Mr. E. p. 

Pabiawan, Mauivi Md. Abdul dubbar. 
Phalpa, Mr. T. d. •■wr. 

Quadar, Mauivi Abdul. 

Rabim, tba Han'bta Cir Abd^irs 
Rabman, Mr. A. p. • 

Kay, babu Napandra Narayan. 

Ray, babu Curandra Natb. 

Man'bla Mabaraja 
Kabauniab Cbandra. 

Ray CbaudbuH, Mr. K. C. 

Kay, Mr. Tarit bbuaan. 

Kay, Raja Maniiall tinpb. 
totam, Kban babadur Mauivi Abdua. 
•arkar. Mauivi Allab bakab. 

•kiniiar, Mr. b. a. 

•tapbanaam tba Nan*bia Sir Nupb. 
•van, Mr. d. A. L. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

Villiara. Mr. C. 

Wilaan, Lt^Cal. R. p. 

Waadbaa d, Mr. d. A. « 


Nona 73, the nioUan w»g lopt. 
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The onjrinal motioe of the Hon'We Sir Abd-ur.IW,in, wu then ». 
•nil » division taken with the followinfr rewilt ^ 


Am. 


AMMfWHIiMMb Mr. c. 

AAiif, tebii Aimuya liiMii*. 

AtotA MmIvI TRirHr«n. 

AkNMi. Hayivi ZwMiMr. 

AM jr, Kb«fi ■aiuHfiir t. MaliAM. 

All, Mayivi tayyatf tvlUui. 

All. Mr. Alur. 

•4MM, Mr. n. N. 

••iHrjM, ia^ teiya uiMiara. 

■aiiM>iM, Nai taliaaur AMiwuli CAaiidra. 
■arma, Rai taRib RantliaRaa. 

■artan, Mr. H. 

■aty, Rabw iaiindra Natb. 

•••i Rbyi labadyr Miru tby|aai All. 

Mtt, IM HaalMa t. 4. 

•Irtay, Mr. L. 

Gbauaburl, Nawab tabaaur talyla Nawab 
All, Khan lababyr. 

OhainuAdin, Khan tahadyr Maulvl Mb. 
Chawdhyry, Maylyi Fatfal Karim. 

Cahan, Mr. 0. 4. 

Caapar, Mr. C. a. 

Caraaran, Mr. R. 4. 

Cyrria, tA* Witllam. 

Oai, labu Chary Chandra. 

Otud, Mr. M. 

Oa, Mr. K. C. 

Day, Mr. C, Q. 

Oanald. tha Nan'bla Mr. 4, 

Oaaa, Rai lahadur Fyarl Lat. 

Oytl. Mr. R. t. 

Etfdla, Mr. ■. k. 0. 

raraqyi, Khan lahadur K. 0. M. 

ladfray, Sir Oaaria. 

Raanha, Rai lahadur ladrldaa. 

Oaada, Mr. I. w. 

Ouha, Mr. f. n. 
lumar, Mr. C. W. 

Mai. Khan lahadur Kail Zahlrul. 


Naihyna, Mr. W, 

MMMw HmiM 
Hill, Maulvl A. K. ratiHit. 

Mm. Maulvl •hramul. 
damaa, Mr. F. t. 

Khaltan. labu OabI Fraaad. 

Ul Mahammad, NaJI. 

La»» Raia Ra ah aa Oaaa. 

Liddall. Mr. M. c. 

Maalh. Mr. tyad M. 

Iliftar. oir Fravaah Chundar. 

Marana, Or. N. w. r. 

Marian, Mr. 0. ^ 

Muharjl, Mr. I. c. 

Mdi^y, Maharal Kumar iHa Olmdra. 

Natimuddin, Kha|a. numn. 

Oatan, Mr. |. f. 

*“• 

Quadar, Maulvl Abdul. 

Rahim, iha Nan^bla tlr Abd'Ufs 
Rahman. Mr. A. F. 

May, labu Naiaiidra Narayan. 

Ray, labu turandra Nath. 

^ Manila Maharaja 
MMiaunlah Chandra. 

May Ohaudhurl, Mr. K. O. 

•ay. Mr. Tarli ihuaan. 

May. Raja Manllail iMifh. 

•alam, Khan lahadur Maulvl Abd< 
•arhar. Maulvl Allah lahah. 

•hinnar, Mr. I. a. 

Otaphanvan. tha Nan'bla Ur Muili. 

•aran, Mr. d. A. t. 

TrawfA Mr. w. L. 

Vlillart, Mr. 1. 

Wilaan, LMIal. R. F, 

Waadhaad. Mr. d. A. 


MOli. 


Ahamad, Maulvl Atimuddin. 

Oaiall, labu Ramai Chandra, 
lahah, Maulvl Kadar. 

OdRariaa, Or. Framaihanath. 
Mantrlaa, Mr. A. 0. 

OaaA labu laiay Kriahna. 
^ratarti. labu da«indra Chandra. 
Cfcdk^ddrty. labu ludaraan. 
Mttarjaa, labu ||inaa ChaRira. 

Mai Mar andra nath. 

ehau^ g*,j^ 

^udbury, Mairtai Md. Nurul Nu|. 
Ohundar, Mr. NimaJ Ohandra* 

OdAOr. MaMfii Mahan. 

Daa Ouoia, Or. d. M. 

I Ahhit 


NaMar. Mr. S. N. 

Mai, fhah tyad Imdadui. 
Maiua, MauM teyadul. 
Maamiiii. MauNI Wahad. 
daardar, Maulvl Aftab Maaaain. 
•than, Maifvi Abdur Maaahid. 
Khan, Maulvl Mali UdUn. 


Malty, labu Mabandra Nath. 
Mlira, labu daiandra Nath. 
Muhariaa, labu Tarahnath, 


Naaii. Oahu Manmahan. 
Malhat, Mr. Fraaanna Oab. 
May, oabu A b a nl ah Chandra, 
•ay* Or. KmMii Unhar. 
•ay, oabu Manawtha Nath, 
•ay# - - 





GOVBENMENT BBSOUTTIOBT. 


[ITn tm. 


Mr. 0. M. 

0^yi Mr. Mim tiMitr. 

•«r MiMttwI. Mb liltala »«M. 

0w CteMiikiiri, RaI iaiiB AM r tatyaMra 
Natli. 


tM, Mr. N. 0, 


Mr. Anal Trfcaniii 
•ukrmwrtf, Dr. A. 


The Aye. being 76 and the Noe. 61, the motion wa. canied. 


AdiMirmiMt, 


The Council wa. then adjourned till 3 p.m. on 
February, 1926, at the Toijn Hall, Caleutta. 


Wednewlay, the 18th 



Qwmnom. 





Trtottitinp if Hit Unjil Ligiilalifi Otwitii mntMtil miiir Hm 
pfii l i it w if tlii if liMi Ait 


Tm CoiiDcil meiin the Cotmeil Chfumher in the Town Hall, Cnlenttn^ 
*on Wednwdny, the 18th Fehruary, 1925» et 3 r.5. 


ireiiiitt 

The Hoii*bte the President in the Chair^ the four ITon^hle Members 
of the Executive Council, and 114 nominated and elected members. 


•larrid QiiMtioiit 

(to idiM oral tfiswora wort givoi). 

•oCtloiiiofit ixpofiMo in dotoaro. 

•VII. BMW SATYA KI8H0RB BANiRdBBi {a) Will the 
Hon’ble the Member in charffi^ of the Revenue Department be pleased 
to state, whether it is a fart that in thaua Moheshpore (district Jessore) 
and in some other thanai the samindar has had to pay M^itlement 
expenses even in cases where the mauxas are let emt in pofnt tenursf 

(6) If so, why has this dtStincUoii been mwle between these thanas 
and oilier thanas where the patnidar paid the landlord's share of 
expenses ? 

MEMBER in ohirgo of REVENUE DEPARTMENT (tlio HonHIO 
MMitraii Ksliiunitli Oliondra Ray Baliaiur)t (a) Yes. 

(h) No such distMiction has been made. 

•oratnrtU and GHaa Irrigation Projoots. 

•VIII. Babtt SATYA KIBNORi BANERdSEl Will the Hon’ble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Irrigation be pleased to 
state how far the Karaawati Project and the Qhea Project have advanced 
since last yearf 

MEMBER In oharga if DEPARTMENT if IRRIGATION (Uii 
HiiPMi Maharaji KthaiinWi CIWfNlra Nay BafcaiaOf The Snraswati 
river is at present being surveyed and arrangemente are being made 
to re«open the sluice at lamalpore in Die Burdwan disiriciy so at 
to increase the supply of water in the Kana Nadi and Saraswatij 
this additional supply will probably be available during the next 
moneoon: during last monsoon attempts have been made to flash 
the Saraewati from the Bden Canal with a certain degseo of s ucce t i 
but it has been found that the supply available is insalBeteiA to 
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tliaroughly flush the Saraiiwati, the source of supply being some 70 miles 
away at Joojooiy above Burt! wan. 

In regard to the Ghea the channel will be silt cleared and it is 
intended to irrigate a portion of the affected arm by a new distri- 
butary from the Kana Nadi at Gorulmuri, which is now being designed. 

Prooadure in milter of ippoil by oftloors dismissed by 
Superintendents of Polioe. 

MX. Bifliu SUDAR8AN CHAKRAVORTY: (a) Will the Honble 
the Member in charge of the Department of Police be pleased to state 
who is the appellate authority in the matter of dismissal of ministerial 
officers drawing Us. 50 and almve by a Superintendent of Police with 
the concurrence of the Dejmiy Inspector-General of Police? ^ 

(b) Is the appellant pennitted to be pn^sent at the hearing of the 
appeal if he desires to do so ? 

(o) Is it not a rule that original papers arc^ called for in deciding 
the appeals and rec^onls are made complete, so as to enable reference 
to be made to original papers at the hearing? 

{(I) Are Government servants who are proceeded against allowed 
to defend themselves and to Ik* present at the time of examination 
of records? ♦ 

(e) Are they allowed to examine other oflicers and clerks and any 
record which may go iit their favour? 

(/) Is it not a fact that transfers arc sometimes made from the 
ministerial cadre of the Inspector-General of Police, to the district cadre 
with definite orders that their posting should he in particularly 
unhealthy districts? 

(/;) Are the ministerial officers who have earned pension deprived 
of tlie same if dischargetl ns the result of the proceedings taken against 
them? 

{h) Who is “a District Officer" within the meaning of " Uulea 
regarding the preiwttation of appeals and jK^titions” presented by a 
ministerial officer of the Police Department? 

MBMBER in charge of DEPARTMENT of POLICE (tho HofPbio 
Sir Hugh ttephonaon) : {a) II the order of dismissal is {>asaed hv 
a Superintendent of Police with the concurrence of the Deputy 
Inspector-General, the appellate authority i» the Inspector-General of 
Police. 

^ (5) Not ordinarily. 

(c) All conuecteil papers and prot'eedings of a c^se ore forwarded 

the appellate authority by the officer against whose orders the appeal 

is made. 
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(d) md ie) The |>erfoii proceeded agatnti is not present at the time 
^h«n an appeal is coiisideretl, but he is allowed to be present at the 
orifrinal departmental inquiry ami is friven opportunity of oross- 
•jcamining witnesjuneaiul is supplied with copies of the relerani papers. 

(/) No. The cadres are quite separate. 

(g) This deftenfis uihmi the cinumstances t»f the case. 

(h) So far as the Police Department is concerned the jjower of 
'' District Officer” is exercised by the Deputy Ins|>ector-Oeiieral of 
Police. 

Minitttrial tlaff in Hit diNigit* Coiartii NMlii. 

•X. Mr. M. DAUD: (n) Will the non’hle the Mc»ml>er in chargo 
of the .ludic'ial De]>aHinent In* pleased to lay on the table a C(»mplet« 
list of |>eshkars, na/irs, clerks, amlas and typists, with their names 
and pay working at present in the Judge's and Sub-Judge’s Courts 
in Uie district of Nadia? 

(h) How many of them are Muhammadans? 

(c) Will the Ilou'lde the MemW be pleasc»d to staU* the names 
of those Muhammadan employees with their designation and pay? 

{(I) Are the (iovernment c'otisidering the desirabiliiy of filling one- 
third of uli posts by Muharnlnadans by ap])ointing in future* Muham- 
inadun candidates for new jeosts, ns apprentices and by hlling up 
vacancies by Muhammadans in the said Nadia District Courts? 

MEMBER in oHirge of dUDICIAL DEPARTMENT (tfio Non'btf 
Sir Abd«lir-RalHni): (o), (/») and iv) A statement is laid on the table. 

(d) Ooveniment have aln'ody accejeted the iH>licy that one-ihtrd 
of the vacancies in ministerial t»osts should lie tilled by Muhammadans, 
till t'lJJ ber cent, of the jxwts are held by members of that community 
and jssued insinictions to that olTert. They arc also considering what 
further steps, if any, should Ik* taken to raise the proportion of 
Muhammadans to .ft }>er cent, in rc'asonuble time. 


Statement referred to in the reply to clauscM (a), {b) ami (c) 
of itarred que$tton No. X. 



K*mM of oiRoora with dcMUgnation. 

Orada. 

Pay. 


Judgt^s Court. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1. 

Bobtt Oirindim Nsth Sonyol, S«risht«dAr 

.. 

l»* 

t. 

B«l»a Satish Chcuidm ^'«rkar, Ksxir 


10S 

X 

Ifoutvi S. M. AkbMiiddio, Hood Clerk sad TrMuUtor 

J4JI~170 

1ft* 

4. 

Bobu AbhiAsh Choiidm Bonerji, AccKrantoot 

*0-140 

100 

$. 

Babu Saiish Ohaodni Ray, Psohkar 

t, *0 140 

fW 

e. 

Babu Nakiilasvar Cbakravarity, Record •hasper 

.. » *0-140 

*0 
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0 



Kanwf of ofliotrt with doaigiiatiofi. ' ^ 

Qmda. 

Pay. 



Ra. 

Rt! 

7. 

Nirmal Chandra Bhadra. Staaiont Claric and Stanofiaphar . . 

125 

125 

8. 

Babu Sarvatukh Saayal, Hoad Comparing Ciork 1 ^. 

21-80 

80 

9. 

Babu Radhika Praaanir. Chattoi^i, Sooond Clark . , 

21-80 

80. 

10. 

Babu Abhoy Charan Chakravariiyp Aariatant Aocouniant . . 

25—80 

80 

U. 

Babu Kiahori Lai ChattorjU Clark . . . . . . , 

25—80 

74 

11 

Babu Tarak Daa Mukharjip Naib Kaair 

25-80 

71 

11 

Babu Khagaodra Nath Mukharjip Aatiataat Comparing Clark 

25—80 

65 

14. 

Babu Suraah Chandra Ghoah, Claik 

35—80 

56 

15. 

Babu Nriaiugha Proaad Muhuri, Clark 

25—80 

56 

16. 

Babu Abani Nath Biawaa, Clark 

35—80 

64 

17. 

Babu Davandra Nath Ray, Clerk 

25—80 

64 

18. 

Babu Promatha Nath Bhattacherji, Nazir'a Clark 

25—80 

58 

19. 

Babu Nirmal Chandra Sarkar, Clark 

35—80 ' 

48 

20. 

Babu 8anat Kumar Gupta, Clark 

35—80 

48 

21. 

Babu Prokaah Chandra Bote, Clark . . 

35—80 

48 

22. 

Babu Amalandu Bakthi, Clerk 

35—80 

48 

23. 

Babu Promatha Chattarji, Clark 

85—80 

48 

24. 

Babu Anukul Chandra Karmakar, AMUtant Comparing Clerk 

35—80 

44 

25. 

Babu Banoy Bhutan Gupta. Reterva Clark 

35-80 

25 

26. 

27. 

Babu Nihar Kumar Ray, Reterva Clark 

Babu Bhola Nath Banerji, Temporary Additional Compar* 

35—80 

25 


ing Clerk .. 

Subordinaie Judge's Ctmrt. 

35 

25 

1. 

Babu Nritya Gopal Bhowinik, Sarithtadar 

80—140 

104 

2. 

Babu fiurja Kanta Muhuri, Pethkar, now on deputation to 
act a« Sarithtadar. Munaif’s Second Court, Sadar. Munehi 
Ehtaaham Huatein toting in bit place. 

25-80 

SO 

8. 

Babu Khthna Chandra Samakar, Clark 

25-80 

80 

4. 

Babu Mathura Nath Chakravartty, Clerk 

35—80 

74 

5. 

Muntki Bhtetham Huttain now acting aa Pethkar. Munthi 
Moaahar All acting in hit place. 

(5) Two <mly are Muhammadanc. 

(o) Namat and datignation. 

25-80 

t 

56 

1. 

Mouivi 8. M. A’fbaruddin. Head Clerk and Translator 


155 

2. 

Munthi EhtaiblriiiMutaein, Clark, Sub*Judge*t Court, now 
acting at Pe hka> 


65 


Lut o/ r*mummit«d tjffnM* in ihi* Oimrt. 
I, B«bu Athiito^ Cknguly. 

S. Babtt r»iifih4W»aii llaklHn;|t. 

5. B«bQ Jatiadm N«lh BAkahi. 

4. Babu NaUai Kante dM^tariu 
I. Baba Kumar Natli SaiiyaL. 

6. Babu Kamini Kumar MalUb. 

7. Babu Satywidra Kalb Labiii. 

K ^^abu PralttUa Kumar Saiimr. 

K Babu iUrdioy Kumar BbnN^ 

TImm It uo aalaraKi Ijrpial in titia aoui^ 
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*XI« Mn M. DAUOl (a) Will tbt Han’Me ih^ M«mW in diarfr 
of tiio Manne Depattmeni be ploaatd to lay on tbo tablo a ftatemoiil 
fbowing tbe namea, dc«i(irnatioii6 and pay of too offioort and olorka 
at preient working in tho Shipping Office, Calcutta? 

(6) Will tho Hon'blo the Mombor be ploaaod to ftato ^oo tho namoa 
with deiignation and pay of thoM who are Mohammadana? 

MtMAeil In oliir^i of MARINi DEMRTMENT (IlM Hnn^Wa 
Mr. d. Donald)! (a) The Shipping Master and the Assistant Shipping 
Master draw the following rates of pay: — 

Shaping* Master-— Captain H. F, Darvell, Ra. 1,260 — 50- -1,600 
(present pay Rs. 1,250) plus overtime fees and motor car 
allowance of Rs. 100 if a two>seater or Rs. 150 if a four* 
seater car is maintained. 

Assistant Shipping Master— Mr. E. Whayman, Rs. 750-— 25— 1, (KM) 
(present pay Rs. 850) plus overtime fees on Sundays andf 
. holidays plus Rs. 30 per mensem conveyance allowance anil 
alio Calcutta House Allowance. 

The details as to names, ckisignaiion and pay of the clerks are noi 
considered to be of sufficient public interest to justify the time and 
trouble that would be involve<l in their compilation. 

(b) There is one Muhammadan Typist, M. Salimuddin, on a pay 
of Rs. 45~ -*-70. 


CMlioir-lMliirga of Eittei't AMniitmifit iiinitt. 

•Xin Mr. M. OAUDI (a) Will the Eon’ble the Member in chargw 
of the Department of Marine be pleased to state what aciioti, if any^ 
has been taken by the Gov#nment to enforce the recommendations of * 
the Seanueo’s Recruitment Committee? 

(6) IVill the Eon’ble the Member be pleased to state whether 
Advisory Committees are to be constituted along with the establishment 
of the Seamen's Recruitment Bureau? 

(e) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state whether Utw 
poet of the Offioer-in-charge of the Seamen's Recruitment Buiwau worn 
admiised or not? 

(d) If the answer to (c)* is in the negative, will the Hcm^ble the 
Member be pleased to state the reasons ? 

(e) Will ^e Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state at whose leoimi* 
iMndatkm iShptam H. F, Darvell has baen appoiiited as the Officer»tii* 
oharge of the Seamen's Recniitment Bnfeanf 
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(/) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state wbeiaer 
Captain Darveirs appointment is a temporary or a permanent oneK 

ig) Will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state whetiber he 
lias experience of the^ Seamen’s Recruitment System on the lines of 
ihe Genoa recommendations? 

{h) Is the Uon'ble the Member aware that the Indian Seamen’s 
Union recommended Mr. George Gunning^ Secretary, National Maritime 
Board, Swansea Branch, England, for the post of the Officer-in-charge 
of the Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau? 

(i) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state why he 
was not appointed? 

(;) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of advertising 
ihe post of the Officer-in-charge of the Seamen’s Recruitment Bureau, 
for inviting application from experienced officers having experience of 
the Seamen’s Recruitment System in England on the lines of the Genoa 
Conference’s recommendations? 

Tha HOfl*bla Mr. d. DONALD: (a) An officer of the Mercantile 
Marine has been ap|K>inted to be Shipping Master and Officer-ip-charge 
of the Recruitment Bureau. 

{h) At the present stage it is imiossible to say whether Advisory 
Committees will l)e constituted or not. ‘ 

(r) No; it was not wlvertised. 

(([) Government did not consider that this was a case in which 
recourse should be had to advertisement. 

(e) Government are not prepared to give this information. 

(/) Temi>orary, in the first instance. 

(/;) (’aptain Darvell has had wide experience of recruitment of all 
hinds. 

(h) Yea. ^ 

(i) GovernmClit are not pre[mred to state the reasons for their selec- 
tion of any officer in preference to another. 

(;) This does not arise. 


SMHitn’s RMruitment Burttii. 

•XIIL Mr. M. DAUD: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member in charge 
of the Bepartmeni of Marine be pleased to slate the number of assistants 
that will be necessary for the maintenance of the Seamen’s Recruit- 
ment Bureau? 

(b) Are ihe Government considering the desirability of filling up the 
posts of the assistants by Muhammadan candidates? 
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ttm Mr. J« DONALD t (a) GoT«nim«&t ait» not in a poii- 

tfon ai preoeni to state the exact number of aMistants that will be 
required for the maintenance of the Bureau. 

(b) The question does not arise at present. 

Proportion of Muhammaclano in Narfia Oollaolorato. 

•XIV. Mr. M. DAUO: (n) Will the Ifoirhle the Member in charge 
of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the table a complete 
list of peshkars, naxirs, clerks, amlas and typists with their names and 
pay, working at present in the Nadia Collectorat© ? 

(b) How many of them are MuhammailaiisP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble the Member lie pleased U) state the names, 
with designation and [my, of the Muhammadan employees? 

(d) Are the Goveniment considering the desirability of filling one- 
third of all jMists by Muhammadans by apfiointing in future Muham- 
madan candidates lor new posts, as apprentices, and by filling up 
vacancies by Muhammadan candidates in the Nadia ('ollectorute? 

Tho Hofi'bto Maharaja KSHAUNItH CHANDRA RAY Bahatfvrs 

(n), (h) •and (c) Government are not prepannl to staitt the names, 
designation and pay of all ministerial officers in the offices under Die 
Magistral* and (’ol lector of Nadia. There are 101 oflicers of whom 
23 are Muhammadan; all of tlfese are at present in the U»wer Division 
and draw pay varying lietween Ils. 35 and Us. 74 a month. 

id) ITnder rule 55 of the Ihmrd's Miscellaneous Rules, HUH, the 
projKirlion of rainisierinl appointments to lie held by Muhammadans 
has Is'cn fixtsl at one-third for all parts of the Presidency except the 
Bunlwan Division and Darjeeling; the filling of vaiancies in the Nadia 
Collectorate is governed by this rule, which is being followed. 

Visifbrt of paraont doUinod under Regulation and Ordinanoa. 
•X.V. BM»u BORODA PROSAO DEYs Will the Hou'ble the 
Member in charge of the Department of Revenue (Jails) lie pleased to 
stale whether it is pro|»ose4l to authorise the Memliers of the Legisla- 
tive Council and other iion-ofilcial visitors of jails U> visit and report 
about political prisoners every month in their res|>ective distrutts, and 
will the Goveniment cinuilate copies of such nqKirts among all the 
Members of the liengal Legislative Council? 

MEMBER in etiarge of DEPARTMENT of REVENUE [ilAILt] 
(tile Hen^Me Sir Hugli itepheneen): Government do not piop#Mie to 
authorise such visits. Special visitors hare been apjrointiH! for those 
persons who are detainer! under Regulation HI of 1818 and Ordinance 1 
Df 1924. 

Babu BORODA PRDBAO DS Y S Are Govemnient prepared to give 
the tiatiies and designations to the Council of these sfiecial visitors f 
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nw HmIM* Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: Special visiton have 
been appointed for each jail. I ahould be delighted to give the memb& 
the names, if he applies personally, but Ooremment do not propose to 
publish them.^ ^ 

L 

Mr. J. M. SEN GUPTA: In there any member of this Council 
amongst those special visitors? 

TIm HOfi'bM Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: I cannot say off-hand. 
Dankviii Canal. 

*XVI. BMmi BORODA PROSAD DEY: (a) Wai the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Irrigation Department be pleased to state — 

(f) what amount was realised from the owners of land ^as the 
capitalised value of repair expenses in respect of the Dankuni 
Canal in the Hooghly District; 

(ti) how the amount was invested ; and 

(iti) what amounts were expended during each of the last ten years 
for the repair of the said canal ? 

(b) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the Dankuni Canal needs 
a thorough overhauling? 

Thn HoffM Mihara]! KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY. Bahadurs 

(a) (i) Its. 65,249. 

(ft) The amount was credited to Government to be utilised for the 
purpose of maintaining the canal. 

(m) A statement is laid on the table. 

(5) A thorough silt clearance of the canal is necessary and it is 
proposed to take the work up shortly. 

Statevufnt rtfetred fo m the reply to clause (a) (iii) of starred question ^ 
No. XV shotting the esrpenditure on Dankuni Drainage Works 
for the laii W years. 


Year. 

AaEQiml. 


lU. 

1914-15 

... 1,246 

1915-16 

... 6,816 

1916-lT 

... 4,414 

1917-18 

... 1,744 

1918-19 

... 1,668 

1919<4^ 

... 6,392 

im>3i 

... 3,896 

1921-22 

... 1.189 

1922*23 

... 622 

1923-24 

... 2,984 



I 


atnesTioifs. 




jNta MMOA raOMO OlYl WtOi to (n) (u), bow it 
Ao Inoiiey ioTwitodf 1« it lying idle witb the Uovenunent or ioTetted 
to pVoditce some intoreet? 


TIM Nmi^ MaMn^a KSNAUNliH OHAIJpilA MAY iahaiart 

It is in the Oovcmment reTenue. 


Praaaatfinga of tha iaiHpl LtiMiUtra OaaiMii. 

•XVII. Baliu BOROOA PROtAO OlY: (a) Will the Hon ble the 

Member in charge of the Legislative Department be pleased to state 
the reason for the delay in printing the Procewlings of the Legislative 
Council and supplying them to the members of the Bengal Legislative 
CouncJl f 

(b) Will the Hon'ble the MemW be pleased to state whether 
arrangements can be made for the printing of the Proceedings and 
their cin'ulation to members within two or three days from each day*s 
meeting? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of selling these 
Proceedings at their cost price to the public by placing them at all 
railway book'^stalls and such other public plac^P 

MEMBER in olitfit of^LECIBLATIVE DEPARTMENT (tiM 

Hon'blt Sir AMMirwRahilll)l {a} The delay in (he printing of Council 
ProceedingH was due to various causes, of which the main causes are 
the time taken by members to retum the proofs of their speeches after 
correction and by the Secretariat Press with their present equipment 
in supplying proofs and printed copies of the Proceedings. 

(b) No; but special efforts have been made for some time past to 
issue the ('ouncil Proceedings with as little delay as possible. 

(c) Otrvernment do not <lesire to make any profit on the sale of 
Prooeedings. It rests with the owners of the railway book*ftalIi to 
•tock*these Proceedings if there is any prospect of their sale to the 
public. 


Oittriol dwtfgii. 

*XVlli. BMW BOROOA PROBAD DBYs (a) Will the Honlile 
the Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state 
how many members of the Indian Civil Berviee of less than ten y4Mmi* 
atanding are at present employed as Disiriirt and Additional Districi 
Judgeaf 

(b) Does the Judicial Department of Qovemmeni keep any inlorma* 
taon or note aa to how these ofifUwrs discharge their jndteini duties 
involving the hearing of complicated appeals, even from the deeisioiis 
^ experienced Subovdtaaie Jodgeef 
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TN HOfi’Metir ABD^UR-IIAHtMs (a) Six. 

(/;) No. It is the Hijfh Court which appraises the value of the woA 
of District J udges. 

Bibtt BORODA P^OSAD OEY: Will the Gbyernmeiit ask the 
Hijfh C'ourt io send any notes they have got with regard to these officer^ 
for presentation to this Council ? 

Th0Hon*ble8ir ABD-UR-RAHiMt I want notice of tliat question. 

Dafadart and CHaukidars of Union Boards. 

*XIX. Babu TARAKNATH MUKERdEA: (a) Will the Hon’ble 
the Memlwr in charge of the Department of Police be pleased to state 
what steps have Wn taken to contribute towards the salaries and 
equipments of the dafadars and chaukidars of Union Boards as 
provided under Section J17 of the Bengal Village Self-Government Act, 
1919 (Bengal Act V of 1919) P 

(/j) Is it a fact ^hai almost all the money realised by moft of the 
Union Boards is sfHUit to meet the salaries and equipments of dafadars 
and chaukidars? 

The Hon’bleSir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) Attention is invited h> 
the answer given by iny predecessor to a similar (juostion at a meeting 
of the Council on the l^Oth of August, 192!h, a copy of which is appended. 
The policy of Ooverniuent as stated in that answer remains unchanged. 

(f}) So inu(‘h of the Union Board rate as is raised under Swtion ‘17 (a) 
of the Bengal Village Self-Governiiient Act, 1919, is necessarily spent 
on the salaries and etpiipiuent of vlufadars and chaukidars (in addition 
to the salaries of the establishment of the Union Hoard). Exj)enditure 
on other ohjeets by Union Boards is not, however, ineonsiderahle, 
amounting, as it did, to Ils. 6,57,580 in the year 1923-24 as against 
Bs. 15,13,797 sp(»nt on* establishment including dafadars and chauki- ^ 
dars ill the same year. Thew* funds for other exi)enditure arf> derived 
partly fnmi xaie levied under Sec tion 37 (5) of the Act and partly 
from pounds and ferries, contributions from District Boards and private 
individuals, miscellaneous receipts, etc. The amount of the rate levied 
under Section 37 (6) of the Act depends on the willingness of the Union 
Boani to incur exjienditure on other objects besides the chaukidam. 


Reply ffiven by the Hon*ble (now Hu Excellency) Sir Henry Wheeler 
to unstarred question No, 6 put by Nawabsada K. M, Afzal^ Khm 
Bahatlur, oh the 29th Auy%ut, 1921^ referred to in the reply to 
clause (a) of siarMfesd qmsHon No. XIX. 

** Tbe lOAmber is referred to tbe discussion on the Bengal Village 
SelMIovernment Bill, 1919, at pagea 750--752 and 808-^ of tbe 
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Bengal LegiilatiTe Council Procoediufni, Volume LI, 1919. li was nol 
ceii&tn plated by Section 37 (<f) of tbe Act that Ooremmeui ebould bo 
under an obligation to contribute towards tbe cost of dafadars and 
chaukidars. The principle that Government should tnin tribute generally 
was not accepted. 'The reference in the sectioneto ‘ the contribution^ 
if any, made by the local Government ’ was inserted in view of the 
practice in force in one district under which, as an experimental measure,. 
Government has contributesl to the pay of dafadars." 


Oafihufii Canal. 

*XX. TARAKNATH MUKERdEAt (a) Will the lloirUe 

the Memlier in charge of the Department of Irrigation In* pleased to 
state w^h*at stej»s an* in eontemplation of the Governuient to n>-excavatw 
the Danktini Khal (from Duidyabati to Hally> in the District of 
Hooghly? 

(h) Is the Hon’ble the Member aware that the khal has practically 
siltetl up ami that crops are much damages! ever year for waul of 
pn>|»er flyw of water? 

(r) Is it a fact that u large sum of money was realised fnim the 
semitidurs of those plac<*s for the future uiaintenanei* of the khal? 

(il) If so, will the Uon’hlethe Meniliar l>e pleased to state how that 
money has \mn\ utilim*d? 

The Hon*bl« Mahtri)a KSHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BifiMlurt 

(o) The ()ue.stion of silt clearing the Dankiini Khal fn>m Haidyabati 
to Hally is under consideration and the work will shortly b<* taken up. 

(h) The khal has silteil to some extent. No complaints have been 
receivwl of damage to crojis. 

(c) The- sum realiml from the semindars for maintenance of tliw 
Dankmii works was Ks. (>5,249. 

(d) The amount w'as cTcniited to Goveritmeiil and is utilised for ihft 
pur|H>se of maintaining these works. 


TravtRing diargai of Mlnifttri, 

% 

*XXI. iilNl TARAKNATH MUKERdBAl Will the Hon ble thw 

Ifember in charge of the Deiiartmeni of Finance be pleased to states 
how much money was drawn by each Uon'ble Minister from January 
to August, 1924, as travelling and other allowascea? 

MiMiBR in tUmmi tf DiRAimiiNT il RINANOi (tBi HgRPMlB 
Mr* 4» OcntMDt The Statement below shows the amount ineurrtd an 
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traTelling cliargea on account of the tours of tiio Hon’Ue Ministers 
irom January to August, 1924:^ — « 

Es, A, p. 

Hon'ble Minifiter in charge of Medical and Edutitioii * 

Departments ... 4,609 1 0* 

Hon’ble Minister in charge of Public Works, Local 
Self-Government and Agricultural and Indus- 
tries Departments ... 899 11 6 


Oflloiitiiig munaifs. 

«XXII. Mtuivi ABDUL QUADERs (a) Will the Hon’ble the 
Member in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state — 

(i) the number of officiating munsifs who have put in more than 
four years of actual service; 

(it) whether it is a fact that these munsifs are still liable to be 
thrown out of employment during Puja vacations and also 
on other occasions ; 

(m) the reasons as to why these officiating munsifs have not yet 
been confirmed ; and 

(iv) whether it is a fact that the new scheme of time-scale pay was 
introduced with effect from December, 1919? 

(h) If Uie answer to (a) (iv) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble 
ihe Member be pleased to state why these officiating munsifs have not 
;gDt the benefit of the time-scale? 

(c) Will the Hon'ble the Member be pleased to state— 

(t) the time when the Government are going to introduce the 
Probationary Scheme in respect of the Provincial Judicial ^ 

(ft) the reaaltMb why this scheme has not been introduced so long? 

TIm Hon’Mo BIr ABD*UR*RAHIM: (o) (t) Fourteen. 

(ft) Yes. 

(itt) For want of permanent vacancies. 

(iv) Yes. 

(6) The benefit of the time-soak of pay is not applicable to oiBciati^ 
lappointn^nts^ 

(e) (t) No accura^ forecast can be made. 

(t») The question is awaiting settlement of the question of ihe ratee 
M pay lor fuGpre entrants to the Bcfiigal Civil Service (JudiiM) iftioh "" 
j« uniW ccHuddevatton. ' 
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XXili. i*a MTYA KliHdIli iANtMItl (a) It ibt 

Hon’ble the Membef^o charge of the Deiwrtment of Finance tware that 
a committee waa appointed hy ^e OoTcrnment of India a few yeara 
ago to conaider the grievances of the holders of 3 per cent, and 3} 
per cent. Government Seciiritiea? 

(b) Did the committee or the Government of India approach the 
Government of Bengal for ita ciptnioii in this matter? 

(r) If the answer to (b) is in (he affirmative* what was the reply of 
the Government of Bengal? 

TN^ HiNillta Mr. d« DONALOt (o)* (h) and (r) This Government 
have nO information and have not been consulted in the matter. 

Transfer af Mr. Abdul Mumin, Diatrial MaAiitrata« Nadia. 

*XXIV. Mr. M. DAUDI (a) Will the Ilon^de (he Member in 
charge of the Ap|ioiiitnieiit De[mrtme!it lie pleased to state whether 
it is a fart that the Hon'ble the Maharaja Bahadur of Nadia and the 
Hon’bJc Mr. J. Donald were ti|}proached by any one for the transfer of 
Mr. Abdul Muniin, District h^agistmte, Nadia? 

(b) If so, will the lion’ hie the Member be pleased to state the 
nanoHi of the jiersons who a|»tirua(’hed each of them? 

(r) Is it u fact that the {lersons who apjirooched the Hon’ble 
Memliers urged the transfer of Mr. Abdul Mumin on the ground of 
his having pro-Muhammadan viea^s? 

(d) Is the Iluu'ble the Memlier aware that the feelings <ff the 
Muhammadan community may be wounded if a Muhammadan officer 
is iranaferred on the ground of his having pro- Muhammadan views? 

(e) W'as any action being taken or contemplated by the Government 
for the transfer of Mr. Abdul Mumin from the District of Nadia for 
bis pro-Muhammadan views? 

MiMAIR in eluuif M APFOINTMINT DiPARTMINT (Ibt 
Nin’blt Hr Hugb (a) When I was absent on leave rapre* 

sentatioBi were made to the Hon’ble Mr. Donald who was then in charge 
of the Appointment Department. Any representations that may have 
been made to the Hon’ble the Maharaja Bahadur conld only have been 
made to him in bis private capacity and are therefore outside the ooo- 
cem of my department. 

(h) I am not prepared to state the naines. 

(c) file fiepmaeiitatioas were to the effect that he wae sbowimr 
undue plrtiali^. 

a 
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(d) and (e) Government do not transfer tl^eir j^fficers on private 
representations unless a strong case is substantiated. Govemmetft 
lo<dc only to the work of their officers and the puUio interests in 
making transfers. Before these r^resentations ^were made it was 
decided that Mr. Mufiiin should officiate as Director of Land Eecords 
in April, 1925, and- that decision still stands. 

Um of Motile lira in Court mm. 

*XXV. Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY: (a) Is the 

Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Judicial Department aware that 
the date for the conimenceinent of the use of electric fans is — 

(f) the fifteenth day of March in the Court rooms of Indian judicial 
officers both executive and civil, and 

(ii) the first day of the same month in the (\)Urt rooms of European 
officers ? 

(h) Is it not u fact that a similar distinction is observed at the time 
of final stoppage of fans on the eve of the cold weather, r/r., the fans 
for Indian officers are stopped a' fortnight earlier than those for 
KuroiH^in officers? 

(r) If the answers to (a) and (6) are in the affinnative, will the 
HoiCble the Member be pleased to stateMhe reasons for the differential 
treatment P 

(d) Are the Government considering the desirability of taking steps 
to establish unifonnity in these arrangements? 

Thn Hon’blf Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a) (t) and (it) and (b) No. 

((r) and (d) Do not arise. 

Bengal Quartarly Civil List. i 

*XXVU Mr. 8. N. HALDAR ia) Will the lloii'ble the Member 
in charge of Ap(>ointment Department he pleased to state the cost 
incurred in publishing the Quarterly Civil List for Bengal? 

(b) le it nes'essary to publish the said list every quarter? 

(c) Could not the cost be reduced by having the list published twice 
a year? 

The HMYble Sir HUGH STEPHBNiONl (a) The net cost is approxi. 
mately Rs. 3.2^ per issue. 

(6) and (cf The experiment of a half-year poblication has been 
tried on the grounds of economy but was found to be a failure.' The 
usefulness of the publioaiicm was impaired and the saving i# cost was 
negligible owing to the large number of corrections necessitaiing the 
resetting of the standing type. 
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XXVII. Mr. t. N. NALDARt Will tiie Hou^bh) i\m Member In 
charge of the Police Deparimetit be pleaiied to #iat« — 

(f) under what circuniatanceH and in what eounectibn eearchee 
were made by tha police on the 26tb of June laat in the 
houaea of Babua Monorattjan Banerjee, Pleader, Narendra 
Mohan Sen and Pratul Chandra Ganguly at Dacca ; 

(tV) under what authority, ianued by what particular officer, were 
the aaarches made; 

(ill) the name and rank of each police officer who conducted the 
Hcarch in each of the houaea ; 

(irj on whow application or infortnation the «earch warrantti, if 
any, were granted ; and 
(v) what were the resultn of the NcarcbeeP 

The Hon^Ma Sir MUCH STEPHINtONs 0) The Hearchee were 
mad<* on warrants issued hy the District Magistrate, Dacca, under sec- 
tion 9H, i’riniinal Pna edtire Code. 

(f> t rnder sean h warrants issued by the District Magistrate, Dacca. 
{til) The house of Bnbu Jiaren Sen hy Mr. Graitshy, Assistant 
Superintendent of Polhe, and the houses of Babus Pratul Ganguly and 
Monoranjun Bunerjef* by Mr. Hansen, Additional Superintendent of 
Police, Ihicca. 

(ir) Mr. Hansen, Additional Su fieri ntendent of Pulica. 

(i ) Nothing suspicious was diseovered. 

Mr. 4* M. SEN CUPTA. Would the Hoirble Mendier stale who 
gave the>fa( is on which the afiplit atioii of Mr. Hansen was based for 
ibese senreb wurruiils in the exe<’iition of which nothing suspicious wan 
found 9 

Tim HMPbli Sir HUGH STEPHENSON t I require notice «f this 
question. 


Hwm MirSi tl Mw Sawi H l r . Mohm Iwi «nI MHm Mtry tot. 

Uw Inwt tt BSw Kwia Ul Da. It Oaoea, 

*XXVIIi. Mr. t. M. HALOARi Will th. Ii;oi>'U« the Uemher in 
clmr((c of thp Police Department be pleaaed to atate wbetber it ia not 
a fact tbat^ 

(«■) one EaropeM o«cer, with . aabordinate officer, entered the 
■eneae in the honee of Bidia Ktinje Ul Dee, the hrother of 
fiei Pyeri iUl Doee Bahedar, at Ihuioa without any 

werniagi 
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(ti) tlie ladies of the liouse took fright and cried ont; 

(m) the house of the said Babu Kunja Lai Das was searched on that 
day without any warrant; and 

(iv) a similar opefration was gone through in respect of the search 
in the house of B^bu Narendra Mohan Sen ? 


The Hofi*lile Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (i) The house was entered 
with the permission of the owner thereof. The actual roOm in which 
the ladies of the house had congregated was, however, only entered by 
Ihe Insi)ector (a high caste Brahmin) in company with Babu Kunia 
Lai Das. 

(u) No, 

(in) No house search was made; with the consent of the occupier 
the house was entered in order to ascertain whether a person who had 
just escai^ed from the house next door was concealing himself therein. 

(iv) No. The house of Babu Narendra Mohan Sen was formally 
searched under a warrant issued by the District Magistrate, Dacca. 


Miulvi MDa NURUL HUQ CHAUDHURY: Does the Government 

(onsider Uiat the private apartments of a private gentleman can be 
entered by a high -caste Brahmin P 

Mr. PRESIDENT (llin Hoti’bit Sir Evan Cotton): That question 
does not arise. 


Allogations on tho oondiiot of house searches at Daooa on 
2Sth June. 1024. 

Mr. S. N. HALOAR: (n) Will the Hon^ble the Member 
in charge of tho Police Department be pleased to state — 

(r) wheflM^r any inquiry has Wn made into the allegations made 
by Babu Monoranjan Banerjee to the District Magistihte 
and the District Superintendent of Police, Dacca, regarding 
the conduct of the house searches made at Dacca on the 
26th June last; 

(ri) what action has been taken on the complaint of Monoranjan 
> Babu ; and 

(ill) what were the results of the action taken ? 

(h) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying on the 
table the results bf the inqniiy, if any, made by the District Magis* 
irate or tbe District Superintendent of Police f 

(c) If no inquirj' has been made by the aboVementaoned oiicera, 
will ihe H<Uk^hle the Member be pleased to state the reasons for thisf 
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Sir HOCH tTil^MtiiSONi (<i) (i) An tnquiir wm 
liiide on tlie apol % tlia Addiikmai Superintendent of Police, Daeonr 
to whom the oomplatni was made. 

(tf) and (ttt) action was taken aa, the complaint was not 
. anhetantiated. • 

(b) No inquiry was made by the District Mairistrate or District 
Superintendent of Police. 

(c) In yiew of the inquiry held by the Additional Superintendent 
of Police no further inquiry was c'onsidered necessary, 

Mr. t. N« HALOARS May I know from the Hon’ble Member whether 
any complaint was received by the District Magistrate from Monoranjan 
Babuf 

TM Hon’lila tir HUGH tTEPHtNiONt Not that I know of. 

Mr. i. N. HALOARs Did the Additional Suf>eriiitendeiit of Police 
submit any written report of the so-called inquiry made? 

Ttie Sir HUGH STEPHENSON t I am afraid I rnnnot 

answer .off-hand ; I don’t rcmemWr. 


UneUrred Humtkm 

(aneivert to whioh wort lokl on Uio toldo). 

Alitgotiont of poNoo opprootion it NorlkoRMHi. 

3. Dr. M0HIN1 MOHON OAS: (a) Will the Ilou’hle the Member 
in (harge of the Poli(*e Department Iw pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that a sul>-de{>uty collector was deimted to investigate into certain alleged 
jxdict* oppression in Nariknlharia in (lopolgauj subdivision of Faridpur 
district Vhen armed {Mdiee was slatione<] there in May last? 

(4) Is it a fact that the said officii reported that there had been 
police oppression at that time? 

(r) Is it a iiaci that the said officer in his rep<»ri stated that damage 
had been done to the [>addv ham in the house of Srinath Banik of 
Narikalbaria? ^ 

(d) If so, what is the nature of the damage done to the barn and 
by whom? 

(e) Wiir the Hon'ble the Member he pleased to lay on the table a 
copy of the rejmrt of the said sub-deputy ixdlector? 

TIN HNUMt Mr NUGN ETEPHENtONl (a) Tea. 

(6) No. The officer who inquired reported that the aUegationa 
agaiaet the police were false. 

(c) No. 
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(d) Doe* not arise. 

(e) The report forms part of tiie judicial proceelBiifB and Govern* 
ment do not propose to^lay it on the table of the Op<iltiol. 

* Bit route. 

4. Dr. MOHlNt MOHAN 'DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Revenue be pleased to state whether 
he is aware that crops on both sides of Madaripur-Haridaspur Bil' 
route have been destroyed this year? 

(b) If 80 , what is the cause? 

(c) Is it a fact that destruction of crops was due to the bund on 
the south-east side of. the canal? 

(d) How many culverts are there in the bund ? 

(e) Arc those culverts sufficient for passage of water? 

(/) Is it a fact tihat the culverts are partly closed by wooden slides 
for stoppage of water? 

(j^) Is it a fact that rush of water becomes greater on account of 
these slides? 

(h) Ik it a fact that a large number of boats is destroyed in those 
culverts duo to such rush of water? 

(t) What is the number of Itouis (le8tro5e(l in the year 1922 and 1923? 

TN Han*l»le Mitiaraja K8HAUNI8H CHANDRA RAY BahaiNir: 

(a) Yes, the <’rop8 on small areas on both sides of the Madaripur Bil 
route were destroyed in 1924. 

(h) The cause is due to extraordinaiy^ floods emanating frcrni the 
Ganges in July, August and September which exceeded the previous 
l!w?o»rdwl maximum by one inch. 

(c) No. 

(d) There are altogether 13 sluices in the embankment. 

(e) These slflites are sufficient for the passage df water in normal 
times. 

(/) The regulation of the sluices is caAied out by wooden boards. 

(g) No. 

(h) No, 

(•) Nil. 

ABa^Ml inaanvifHiim at tt i iimr te Rj uig a ri at MaBarlpiir, 

i. Or. MOHINI MOHON DAB: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Kambar 
.in chaige of the Marine Department aware that a large nitinbar of 
pasaangers pass through Madaripur steamer station at night? 
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(b) U tt ft Iftcl i&ftt the station is not {>roperly 
• (e) If the ansnWr to danse (h) is in the affinnatiTe will the Hoo’We 
the Member be pleased to move the proper authority to make any 
arrangement for pun^ light or any other light for the better lighting 
of the station? ^ • 

(d) Is it a fart that the iiM'eiving vessel at the station is too small ? 

(e) Is it a fact that two big Iwountoried iats named ** Dumka ** and 
Artshell ’* are stationed at Oharmnguna? # 

if) Will the Hon’ble the Member l>e pleased to state whether either 
of those flats can Iw conveniently kept at Madaripur as receiving 


vessel ? 

If the answer to (f) is in the ^gative is the Hon'ble the 
Member considering the desirability of inviting the Joint Steamer 
€omj»nies to urrunge for the convenience of the |sissengers at Madari- 
pur? 


Tilt Hon'lilo Mr. J. DONALD: (n) Yes. 

{h) (Jovernmeiit have l»eefi informed that the lighting is insuflictent. 

(c) The attention rrf the Steamer Company will Im drawn to the 
matter. 

(d) No. 

(r) Yes. 

( f) No. 

(r/) The desiriibility of replacing the open pontoon at the steamer 
stilt ion by a (‘ovcrcd one will l»e brought to the notice of the Steamer 
Conijiany. 


Natioas uMler laatlafi no» I. P. O.* an a nww toa r a! paraani 
in CofMlganl. 

<L Or. MOHINI MOHON DAS: (a) Will the Hon'hle the Member 
in chargi^ of the Judicial Ilepartiiient lie pleased to state whether it is 
a fact that notices under ses'tion 290 of Indian Penlil Ccsle were serveil 
on a large numla^r of persons in tlofmlganj subdvision in the district 
of Faridpur? 

(ft) How many of those perwms were convicted and how many qf 
them were diiM*harged? 

(c) What is the nature and amount of punishment given to those 
who were convicted? 

id) Is it a fact that a large number of these men were discharged 
on (laymimt of contribution towards ibe reception fund organised in 
oonneciion with His Excdl^ey the Governor of BengaPi visit? 

(e) Win the Hon*bIe the Member be pleased to state the numbtr of 
persons who were so discharged? 

TN HiiilUi ik AiD4IR*IIAHIMt (a) Yet. 

(b) Hone of them were proeecuted. 

(e) Does not arise. 
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(d) No. 

(f) Does not arise. 


Wi l d o m oolltQtid in FarMpir* 

7. Dr. MOHINI ^MOHOli DAts WiU the Hon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Department of Bevenue be i^eased to state— 

(t) the amount of ./oad-c^iMi collected in the year 1921 to 1924 in 

the district of Faridpur; and 

(u) the amount of the same spent in each of the subdivisions of 

the district? 

Tha Hon’bti Mahartia KtHAUNIftH CHANDRA RAY Bahadur! 

(♦) The amount of roed-ress collected in three years was as follows: — 

1921- 22— Rs. 1,16,870. 

1922- 28— Rs. 1,08,896. 

1928-24— Its. 1,17,764. 

(if) The information is not available as separate accounts are not 
kept for ea(‘h subdivision. 

Tourn iwliM ftationSv Daooa. 

8. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DA8i (a) Is the llon’ble the Member 
in charge of the Police Department aw’aVe that there were three town 
police stations in the town of Dbc(u? 

(6) Is it a fact that one of them has been abolished? 

(c) Is it a fact that the Police Station which has been abolished 
was heated in that part of the tf>wn where the number of offences com- 
mittml was usually greatest? 

(d) Is it a fact that crime in the town has increased as a conse- 
quence of that abolition? 

(e) Is the Hoii’ble the Member aware that people are now e!kperienc- * 
ing difficulties in lodging inforiiiatioii of (Time as the I'emaining police 
stations are located at the two ends of the town? 

(/) Are the Oovernment considering the desirability of removing 
any one of the pi'esent isdice stations to the centre of the town where 
a police station existed l>efore? 

THa Hbri>bli Sir HUGH STBFHEN80N! (o), (b) and (c) Tes. 

(d) Crime in the town increased slightly last year hut this cannot 
be attributed to the abolition of Koiwali police station. 

(e) A sub-inspector is daily deputed from 7 a.m. to 11 a.m. and again 
from 4 to S if.ii. from Sutrapur police station to Bahurhnaar section 
house, which is situat^ii in the heart of thf town, to record first in- 
formation reports. Moreover, the police etaliona are connacted with 
all set^iton houBes in the town by tolephone and them should not bo 
any difficulty in reporting ca^. 
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(J) This measure has effected a saviag of over Ba. 1 JOO per annum, 
most of these cases siicJb savings can only be secured by a slight 
curtailment of facilities previously existing for the local public, but 
the disadvantage in this ease is so slight that Government see no reason 
to go hack on this i^trenchroent. 


Honorary Migislrttii of Gopnlgaiil (Parkipiir). 

i. Dr. MOHINI MOHON DASf (a) Will the Hon'ble the Member 
in charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to state hoar many 
Honorary Magistrates are there in the Gopalgan] Subdivision? 

(h) What are the names of the present Magistrates? 

(c) How many days each of the Honorary Magistrates of Qopalganj 
Subdivision worked on the Bench in 192«‘l? 

iff) How many cases each of them disposed of in 1923 and 1924 up 
to March? 

(e) What is the amount of (he travelling and halting allowancea 
drawn by eai‘b of them in 1923 and 1924 up ta March? 

Tho Hofl’toloSir ABD*UR«RAHIMl A statement is laid on the table. 
» 


Statement rcfcrrnl to in the reply to umtarred qufftion Xo. 9. 
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Oopyifti and typM of ooirts. 

10. Maiflvi ABDUL GAFUII: (a) Will the Hon’ble the Member 
ip charge of the Judicial Department be please^ t<\ state whether it is 
a fact that the Hon 'blithe High Court and the Government of Bengal 
issped General Ijetter No. 8, 'dated the 23rd June, 1921, with a view 
to increpi© the remuneration of the typists and copyists of Civil, Criminal 
and Revenue Courts, etc., in Bengal? 

(h) Is the Hon^de the Member aware that the post of a typist in^ 
the District Judge’s Court at Pabna fell vacant at the dismissal of 
Babu Jogeswar Chakra verty and that post has been filled up by appoint- 
ing a map named Kotiswar Pal and that new man named Surendra 
Ifath Chakraverty and Birendra Nath Das Gupta have been appointed 
itopyists, respectively, at Sirajganj and at BograP 

(c) If so, do the Government intend to give effect to the said 
General liOtterP \ 

ThO Hon’Mo Sir ABD*UR*RAHIM: (a) The General l^etter 
No. 8, dated the 23rd June, 1921, was issued by the High Court, 
Calcutta. 

(b) Yes. 

. (r) Yes. The new appointments were^. made for the puri)o«e of 
strengthening the existing staff whose standard of efficiency in the 
ojunion^iHibf the District Judge, Palma and Bogra, was low. 


Boyarnala oaiMil in Sonafpur (24-PargafUis). 

11.' Babu HEM CHANDRA NASKER: (a) Is the Hon’ble the 
Meml>er in charge of the Dt*j»artment of Irrigation aware that a 
number of pins has been affixed in various places in wnuzas Geotolla 
and Kheudah by the side of the canal Bwernala under police station 
Sonarpur, 24»P«^ganasP 

(6) Is it a fart that a new canal is being cut through those areas? 
{c) If so, will the Hon’ble the Member be pleased to state — 

(f) the reasons for o])ening this canal ; 

(ti) the places through which the canal will run; and 
(ill) the width of the new canal? 

Thi Hun’Mt MahankjE KBHAUNISH CHANDRA RAY BMuMtari 

(•) The pins preferred to appear to have been fixed by the surveyors 
of the Calcutta Coloration during the couiw of a survey of the Bidya- 
dhari river. 

(b) No. 

(e) The questioAS do not ariae. 
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MilMgi an^^lWlif allowaiMM draam by MambMi tf iMgal 
Ugislative Oowwil. 

IS. Mku HEM CHANDRA NAEKCR: Will the Hon’ble tii« 

Member in charge of the Legislative Depertmenh be pleased t«> lay 
the table a statement showing — 

(t) the amount of travelling exi>en»ee drawn by each member of 
the present Bengal Legislative Council; 

<fi) the amount of residential allowances drawn by each member; 
and 

(lit) the headquarters from which the travelling ex]>euses have bOen 
charged ? 

Tilt *Hoil’blo Sir ASD«UR»RAHJMs A statement is laid on the 
table. 

SUitement referred to hi the reply to nnetarred fpiesthm So. 12 ehou'iug 
the anumnt of mileage and daily alloirances drawn by each member 
of the pregent Bengal Legislative Council from January to December^ 
1024, and the place of residence from which such mileage allowances 
have been drawn. 


NbinM of niffiDbort. 


.\h»rniwi, Manlvi Asiniudriin 
Ahmed, Mauivi Teyebuddin 
All, Blaulvi Sayyed Sultan 
All, Mr. Altaf 

Ba^i, Bahu Rome* Chandra . . 

BmLUi, Maulvi Kiwier. B.L. 

Bfuieriar* Babu Satya Kiahore 
Banna, Rai Sahib Panchanan, M.P.P. 
Ohakravarti, Babu Jngindra Chandra 
Cliaknivorty, Babu St^raan . . 
C^ttarjee, Babu Uroea Chandra 
Clliaiidhui:jli, Maulvi Saiyed Abdur Rob 
Ohaodbury, Maulvi Md. Nnrul Huq 
Oboinuddin. Khan Bahadur Maulvi Md. 
Cbowdhury, Maulvi Facial Karini 
Omooran, Mr. B. J, . . * 

Daa, Dr. Mcdiini Mohon 
Datta, Babu Akhil C^iandra 
Daj, Babu Boroda Piuaad 
D<mni, Ribi Rahadvr Pyari Lai, M.B.E. 
Faiwiiii, Khaa Bahadur. K.O.M. 

Qafnr, Maulvi Abdul, BX. 

Haq, Khan Bahadur Kaci Zahinil 

Haq, Shah Syud Emdadul 

Ham, Maudvi Sayadid 

Hiwwdn, Khan Baluidur Maulvi Moubarraf 


Amooat of 
milmae 
Aliovsnce 
dr iwa. 

Amount of 
(UUy bWow* 
aiiM drttvn 

n<Md(|UA|t«rb from 
wlikhliOmM 

riuirtfed. 

Kb. 

A. 

j 

r. 

Ka. 


761 

5 

0 

430 

( ’Imndimr.'" 

470 

U 

0 

740 

Mym4mAingh. 

.163 

H 

0 

340 

BMgeibat. 

591 

9 

0 

250 j 

Hogra, 

552 

13 

0 

430 

KawNbganj, 

691 

4 

0 

100 

Dinajptir. 

45 

0 

0 


(liafuJemagar, 

714 

6 

0 

200 

Rangpur. 

705 

4 

0 

310 

Bara bandar. 

606 

14 

0 

370 

Ohoramara. 

49 

JO 

0 

410 

Vialinupur. 

479 

105 

0 

10 

0 

0 

420 

710 

Oonaltmr. 

Kaitab. 

481 

12 

0 

410 

Naiort. 

647 

14 

0 

450 

Ulania. 

585 

4 

0 

40 

ChiiUmtmg. 

722 

9 

0 

1 420 

Danra. 

541 

8 

0 

1 350 

ComiUa. 

289 

1 

0 

' .... 

Saran^iofe. 

719 14 

0 

380 

Dacca. 

498 

4 

0 

330 

Comilla. 

378 12 

0 

410 

Pabna. 

728 

8 

0 

430 

Dacca. 

429 

11 

0 

350 

Bhanksfiar* 

948 

7 

0 

410 

Baiya. 

484 

f 

0 

400 

J*]pa%ttri. 






QUESTIONS. 


[ISralai. 


AaMM« 

ntUMf* 

•Jkiruie* 

dr^irn. 


dUUTftd. 


ta 


PitUd* of meabol*. 


Hnq, M«ulvi Ekramul 
Jo^rdwr, Manlvi Aft«b HoiMiii 
Khan, B*bu Deboodra Lai 
Khaa« Matilvi Abdur Raachid . . 

Khan, Matitvi Amanat, B.A. . . 

Kban, Maulvi Mahi Uddin 
Lftl Mabarnmad, Hajt 
Mahamraad, Mautvi Bat'ar 
Maity, Babu Mahandra Nath . . 

Mitra, Babu Jogandra Nath 
Mitfa, Babu Satyendra Chandra 
Kandy, Maharaj Kumar 8ri« Chandra 
Natimuddin, Khaja, M.A. (Cantab.) 

Neogi, Babu Manmohon 
Pahlowan, Mauivi Md. Alxlul Jubbar 
Quadar, Mauivi Abdul 
l^hman, Mr. A. F. 

Raikat, Mr, Praianna Dab 
Ray, Babu Abinaah Chandra . . 

Bay, Babu Anilbaran 
Bay, Babu Nagandra Narayan 
liay, Kurnar Shib Shakharaawar 
Bay ChaudhuH, Hr. K. C. 

Boy, Bal>u Satt'owripaii 
Boy. Mr. 8. N. 

Boy. Baja Maniloll Singh, C.I.K. 

Roy Chaudliuri, Bahii ^ilaja Nath 
Boy Chaudhuri. Bai Bahadur Satyendra 
Nath. 

Roy Chaudhury, Babu Brajandru Kiahore. . 
Salam, Khan Hahadttr Mauivi Abdua 
Sarkar, Babu Hamanta Kumar 
Harkar, Mauivi Allah Rukhah . . 

Tarafdar, Mauivi Kajih Cddin 
Travaw. Mr. W. L., C.I.K.. O.B.E. 

Yaain, Mauivi Muhammad 


Bm. a. t. 

«Bs. 


211 7 0 

740 

Qorsbaxar. 

153 8 0 

730 

Chuadanga. 

80 0 0 

280 

Midnapore. 

498 13 0 

740 

Nf>akhali. 

800 8 0 

310 

Pathantooly. 

731 11 0 

370 

Peanqpur. 

021 0 0 

420 

Rajriuidii. 

791 15 0 

400 

Nawabganj. 

99 14 0 

370 

Tamluk. 

176 13 0 

250 

Jenore. 

433 8 0 

740 

NoakhaU. 

357 14 0 

350 

Coaumbaur. 

727 3 0 

230 

Dacca. 

351 12 0 

540 

Myina?aitigh. 

592 12 0 

820 

Cbinaduli. 

40 6 0 

740 

Jeaaore. 

707 3 0 

190 

Dacca. 

392 2 0 

390 

Jalpaiguri. 

172 11 0 ! 

690 

8uri. 

48 10 0 

670 

Bankum. 

714 6 0 

400 

Rangpur. 

in 1 0 

710 

Tahirpur. 

443 6 0 


Chandemagar, 

90 10 0 

"‘360 

Jara. 

51 8 0 

20 

Hooghly. 

107 8 0 

240 

Chakdighi. 

7C 0 0 

180 

Hatkbira. 

500 12 0 

380 

PirojpuT, 

348 7 0 

20 

Couripur. 

59 3 0 

10 

Shcrgaon. 

25 14 0 

700 

Krifilmagar. 

725 3 0 

430 

Dacca. 

676 1 0 

430 

Narchi. 

929 14 0 

380 

Baradtghi. 

105 5 0 

300 

Burdwan. 


CaioutU Port Trust. 

IS. Mbl| AMULYA DHONE ADDY: AVill the Hon'bk the Member 
in charge of (he' Deportment of Marine he pleased to state what atepa, 
if any, are projaiaed to he taken to inrreaae the number of Indian 
members of the (\dcutta Port Trust for the adeiiuate representation 
of Indian trade, eommeree and industrj ? 

TIlS MSU'llli Mr. 4. DONALD: The whole qaestiou of the future 
administration of ports and shippiiijr is at present under the considera- 
tion of the Government of India. 

M«ton Amra 

MM AMULYA DHONi ADOY I Will the HC’Me the Uenber 
in charge of the Finance Department be pleaaed to atate what atepa 
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taken for tke eicemplion of the Gorernment of Bengal from 
die annual payment of Ila. 63 lakhs as contribution to the Qovernment 
uf In«lia from the next official year? 

Th* Holt^Wi ilr. J. DONALD: The local Qofernment has addresaed 

the GoTernme^nt of India with a view to securing the final remission 
of this contribution. 


Bengal Quarterly Civil List. 

IS. BaBu BORODA PR08AD OEY: (a) Will the Hou’ble the 
iiember in charge of the Appointment Department bo pleased to state 
tlie cost of printing and publishing the Quarterly Civil List for Bengal? 

(b) How many copies are printed? 

(r) How many copies are sold? 

{(1) What is the amount realized by the sale of the same? 

Tha Hon'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) This varies but is 

approximately Rs. 3,250 per issue. 

(b) About 1,000. 

(r) About 80. 

(tl) About Us. 240. The sale price will be raised annas eight per copy 
from the January issue of 1925, and the supply of free copies to officers 
under the Government of India and the Government of Provinces will 
be dist'ontinued from the close of the current financial year. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD DEY; One thousand copies arc printCNl 
^and about 80 are sold, and after the prices have lieen raised perhaps 
there will be smaller sales. What does Government propose to do with 
the reifiaining copies, that is 920 copies of each issue P 

tbg Huil’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The remaining copies are ^ 
distributed among our own officers. 


T -zmAm sf vflloirt. 

IS. BNHi KHAHENDRA NATH GANGULY I (a) Will the Hon^le 
the Hember ia charge of the Judicial Department be pleased to lay 
<m the table a statement showing— 

(f) the number of officers of the executive and judicial branches 
of the provincial serrice who have been sui^mrseded during 
the last three years; 

(ri) the namee of the officers and their positiott in the gradatloii 
list: 
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(m) the reaioiM in brief for eupereeaeion in eadi cnee; md 

* *' • * 
(iv) whether each individual officer was given the opportunity 

of submitting his explanation before order of supersession was 

pasMd ? <" 

t • 

(h) If the answer to (o) (iv) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
the Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of issuing 
instructions to all heads of departments that' in every case of intended 
supersession, the charge should previously be communicated (confiden- 
tially if need be) to the officer concerned and final orders passed after 
considering the explanation in each case? 

Th« Hofi’bld Sir ABD-UR-RAHIM: (a), (6) and (c) It is^not in 
the public interest to reply to the (fuestion. 


Bengal Moslem Conference and Hon*ble Sir Abd-ur-Rahim. 

17. Babu MANMOHON NEOCI: Will the Hon^le the Member 
in charge of the Appointment Department be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the IlOC^ble Sir Abd-ur-Kahim attended the Bengal 
Moslem Conference held on the 29th Bccember in Theatre Road, 
Calcutta, and took part in it? 

Tha Hon*bii Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The question relates to 
the private conduct of the gentleman in question, of which I have no 
official cognisance. 

Rajei^lon of Ministers* salariss and alligation of its connect^ with 
arrssts on 2Stb October, 1S24. 

IS. Bite ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon'ble the Member in 
charge of the Polf^bal Department be pleased to state — 

(f) whether it is a fact that the warrants of at least some of the 
persons arrested on the S&Oi October, 1924, under Regula- 
tion 111 of were signed on the 27th August, 1924, the 
day after the rejection of Ministers’ lalaiiea by the Bengal 
Legislative Council ; and 

(ft) whether it is a fact that the rejection of the Ministers* salaries 
by the Qfsngal Legislative Council on the 26th August, 1924, 
was one of tl|f causes which moved the Bengal Govenunent 
to press the Government of India for sanctum^ to the arrests 
under Regulation III of 181B and to the promulgattoii of 
the Ordinance? 
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MEMlEii in nliaiin nf POLITICAL DEPARTMENT (Nit HtnlNt 
Hif Hiijli tttphtnton); 0) Yes, 

(it) Na. 

Mautvi MO. NifRUL HUQ OHAUDHURYt The Ifou ble Member 
says that wimiiits under liegulatiun III of 181B were si^ed on the 27ih 
August, 1924, and some of the people were arrested on the 25th October, 
1924. Will the Government please state the reason of the delay F 

Tilt Hon’Mt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: The warrants were 
received by Government but Government did not wish to utilise them 
until the <iuestion of the Ordinance was settled; the delay was to enable 
all the arrests to be made t(»gether. 


* Arrests under Regulation III on 2Stli OotolNM^, 1SS4. 

19. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: (a) Will the Honhle the Member 
in charge of the Political l)(‘purtrnent be pleased to state whether some 
of the pei-sons arrested under Regulation III of 1818 on the 25th Octo- 
lH‘r, 1924, were arrested for their whirlwind campaign of anti- 
Government speeches and not for taking part in any terrorist (MmspiracyP 

(h) If so, will the Hon’ble tlie Meml>er (w |>leased to give the name* 
of the persons so arrested P ^ 

Tho Hon’bloSir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) No. 

(/>) The question does not arise. 

Arrost of Gfiiof Exooutive Offioer of tho Caloutta Corporatiofi. 

20. BMlu ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’hte the Member ia 

< harge of the Political Department Ire pleased U>,staU‘ whether" it is 
not a fact that the (’hi<-f Executive Otficer of the Calcutta Corjioni- 
tion has been arrested at the intfligation of the Cah iitta Police with 
the authorities of whicb be came into conflict on more occasions ihao 
one in defence of the rights of the Calcutta public and of the Calcutta 
Corporation ? 

Tilt Hoii^blo fir HUGH BTit^HENiONl No, it is not a fact. 

PmiMmi M Stato prioonart to unrito lotlori. 

21. BMni ANILBARAN RAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble the Member ia 
charge of the Political Department aware— 

(i) that the permisakiii given to State prisonejni to vrrato oi|)y two 
letters a wee^ is inadequate; and 

(ft) dkat even this privilege is often reetricted % the oeasortng 
officers? 
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(h) Are tlie Goremniesi eoniicleriiig the desirability of iakiiig any 
siepi in this matter? * 

rtm HOfi'ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a)(t) The permission is 
considered adequate by Government. ' 

(ft) Letters written under this permission may be wfthh^d by the 
censoring oIBceni. Government are not aware that they have in any 
ease abused their discretion. 

(h) No. 


DOtamia in Bankura dail. 

22. Bldni ANILBARAN RAY: (a) Is the Hon'ble the Member in 
char^ of the Political Department aware that the State prisoners 
in the Bankura Jail have been sufferiiij? from grievances for which 
they went on strike some time ago? 

(fj) Are the Government considering the desirability of inquiring 
into the matter and of taking steps for their remedy? 

TliaHOfi*bifSir HUGH STEPHENSON: (a) The detenus in ^Bankura 
Jail went on strike in connection with an incident » which Government 
have enquired into. They abandoned the strike after an interview with 
the District Magistrate. 

(fj) The incident is closed, and no further inquiry is necessary. 

Quittfon ol tim appoinUiNmt of Ministan. 

Mft M, SEN GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir, I sho^d like to 
ask one thing. Will the Hon’ble Sir Abd-ur-Kahim remove fne doubts 
of many members of this House by reason of an incorrect report in the 
newspapers this morning, and state whether the demand for Ministers’ 
Mdari^ will be brought before this House before or after the appoint* 
ment of tbe IIHtiKters? 

TIm Hun'blt Sir ABO-UR-RAHIMl I think 1 stated yesterday 
quite clearly that the Miniateni will be appointed before voting pn the 
the demand for Ministers’ salaries takes plate. 

G mrmmwt BiHi. 

Tki BtngH TtnaMy (Ait iN k m i rt ) BUI, ISti. 

TIN HNPMt KBHAUNIBH GHANORA RAY iMir: 

I beg to introduce a Bill briber to amend the Bengal Tenancy Act, IS85. 

The Seoretary to the Council then read the title of the Bill. 
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CHAMDRA RAY MMidttn 

*0 mc^e that the Bill be taken into coniiideration. In movitiff 
this Motion I mu«t say that the proposal affects but oue single eection, 
ru., action 20 of tb^ Bengal Tenancy Act. I need not repeat what has 
Already been stated in the Statement of Objects aBd Reasons- It is not 
intended to int^uce any new principle, but the object is to iwmove^a 
techmcal difficulty in the application in the*Sundurbans ai^Uas pf tlje law 
relating to settled raiyats by reason of a flaw, which has been brought 
to light in a recent decision of the Calcutta High Court- Under section 
20 (I) of the Bengal Tenancy Act every person who lias, for a period 
of 12 years continuously, held as a raiyat, land situate in any village 
is a settled raiyat of that village. This is only a recital of the ancient 
and time-honoured definition of kkundkust raiyat, and its application 
was nevyr dependant on any executive order defining the limit of a //ram 
or mania, much less on the mere accident of the dat^ of such an order. 
That was not the intention of the framers of the Act of 18K5 either. 
But, as it now appears that the wording of the section is liable to such 
interpretation, the amendment proposed in the present Bill has become 
necessary. 


There need be no apprehension that the conditions of any lease 
granted bona fide for the reclamation of waste land will he offected or 
that the interest of the landlord who has ri»claime<i the waste lands in 
these villages at his own cost^will be in any way jeopardised. Such 
interests are fully protected by provisos (t) and (it) to section 178 (3) 
of the Act, The proposed amendment of section 20 will not affect the 
terms of any contract whereby a raiyat is prevented from acquiring an 
occupancy right in such lands during a period of 30 years. 

The measure is an urgent one- The settlement records in the 
Snndurbaiii villages in Khulna disirict have reached the final stages 
and are r^y for printing. These will form a permanent record of the 
rights of the landlords and tenants concerned, and it is a matter of 
very gjeat importance that they should embody correct status of the 
settled raiyats. Any further delay will mean that hundreds of raiyats 
who have held their lands for over 12 years — in many cases for genera- 
tions — ^will be denied their just rights and deprived of the advantage 
of having their correct status shown in the record of rights. The 
Director of I^and Records in his annual report for the year 1923-24 says 
with regard to the rights of raiyats in Khulna Sundurbans ; — 


A mof<« importoat question was tlie rtains of eulthrotor* under the te tr hnldofS- 
Uader a reo-. at Higb Court mliag no one can become s sHiled raiyat of a viUagi) unti* 
ihevfllagehaabadaUgalexiateiMMaadellatHi in aeotioii ft(/e),Bmaal Tenaaoy Aot, 
for It years. Isuge poiiione of tba Baadwbaat now andmruHiva&a wetv JumW at 
th^ thf rnmnny and wm not' inetudfd la ibal aurviy. Koilfioatioiie 

eonatituiiaf viUagia in tlieaa arraa mum lamed in ltl4 and ItlS, but tioy do not oover 
the area $m in my mm tim reeoida wiD Imva bam dmOly publMid bel^ 

eaiifyof ttyaanfroe^tiwdalaof Ow n^tlfliwil^ la tbeie drommCaiia/a il saamad 
tbaiaallli^figliWwoiddbmWbediMaibdtoaiacmbodr of mdtivetew. Wmtamidy, 
mady of tba i a n d tof da n3^ no objaation uTiEtk taoaota baiiif faeetdadwM^lsd ^ 



n oovifiirittirT bjus, 

Iwl it li to Mt tile mottor ot fwt hf i^ gi rio l Km to |»oviito tjto* tlM 

IMfiod of 12 foofo moj ran porUj before oiut portly ofter the aotilleotkm of Hie mm 
00 o iriDofe. 

To me portanally, m a samindar, it ia indeed gratifying to find thai 
tKe landlords have fulfy realised ike justice and equity of allowing tin 
raiyatf being recorded as settled raiyats in spite of tbe legal flaw bein| 
tbere and that shows the gdod relationship which exists between th< 
landlord and the tenant in these areas. 1 congratulate these landlord] 
in showing such a liberal spirit. 

1 hope 1 haTs made it sufficiently clear why this piece of legislatioi 
is so urgently necessary and I trust this will haTe the unanimous suppori 
of the Council. ^ 

Milllvl «WAHCD HOiiAINf So far as this clause is concerned 
the wording is that a person shall be deemed, for the purpose oi 
this section, to have continuously held land in a village, notwithstandini 
that such village was defined, surveyed and recorded as, or declarer 
to constitute a village at a date subsequent to the commencement of th] 
said period of 12 years. 

I take it that the intention of the legislature here is to give effed 
to those cases in which the raiyats have been holding landi 
for more than 12 years. There^is nothing either in the preamble or ii 
the body of the section from which it can be gathered that retrospectiv* 
effect can be given to this clause. I am simply pointing out this diffi 
culty. It is a well-known principle of construction of the Statutes the 
when the law is substantive, retrospective effect should not be given, bu 
in the case of an adjective law, retrospective effect may be given. Hen 
the section is a substantive law. I doubt very much whether in th 
absence of any clause which gives retrospective effect, the Court woul< 
take any notice of it. * 

I can give instants where the High Court gave a ruling. When th 
Wakf Yalidatiilf Act was introduced, the intention was that it woul< 
he applicable to all wakfs created previously to the passing of thi 
Act, but there was nothing in the preamble or in the body of the Act t 4 
show that it would have retrospective effect. The Bombay BUgh Court 
the Calcutta High Court, as well as the Privy Council held that thi 
Act could not have any retrospective effect. I apprehend that if it ii 
allowed to stand as it is, it may be oonstnied to have no retrospectivi 
effeot 1 may suggeet that if a clause is add^ that the Act shall haw 
retrospective effect iu ite application, the difficulty will be avoided 
I m9k» this suggee^n to the Hon*ble Member that it will be a wieei 
policy to clear up double having regard to the iutmition of the 
legifdature to grant a right to the raiyat. If such a saving clause b« 
%dM, I think there will be no difficulty in construing the Act pn^erly 
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preriakm like t*is wiU eave further trouWe and much litigation. 
Jfhat I am apprehendmgr is this, aince this clauae U to be put before a 
«»Wrt tm oonatruction there muat be thia difficulty in apite of the hket 
that taw amendment lias been brought forward by Government with the 
best intention but %he question is whether in^ conitruing a Statute 
retrospective effect should be given, I, therefore* submit that some 
clause should be added in order to make it clear and to give retrosnective 
effect to the provision of the law. 


The motion of the Hon'ble Maharaja Kshaunish Chandra Ray 
Bahadur was then put and agreed to. 


Clacse 1. 

Hr.* PR ESI DINT : The question is that clause 1 stand part of 
the Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


2 . 

The following motions were called but not moved : — 

Rai SATYENDRA NATH ROY CHOUDHURI Baliidtir to move 

that in clause 2 to the proposed sub-section (7/1) in section 20, the 
following be added* namely ; — 

“ Provided that this shall not in any way affect any contract 
entered into hona fide between the landlord and tenant for 
the purpose of reclamation orln the land reclaimed by the 
, landlord. " 

BabM MANMATHA NATH ROY to move that in clause 2 to the 
proposed sub-section (2 A) in section 20* the following be added^ * 
namely ; — 

** Provided that, during a period of 12 years from such deffnitionr 
survey* record or declaration; the acquisition of a right of 
occupancy under section 21 shall be limited to the land held 
for a period of 12 years. " 

Mr* PRESIDENT S The question is that dause 2 stand part of 
the m 

The motum was put and agreed to. 



H QOVmiXMSBT SILLS. [ISra Fn, 

/ * i 

Mr* I’llEilOENT I The question is thni tlie preninble stand pi^ 
of tbe Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

TN HalMifiJa KtHAUNISH GHANDM RAy Ba iM Miii r I 

I beg to more that the Bill as introduced in the Council be passed. 
In doing this I would only say, in passing, to Maulvi Wahed Hossain 
that we do not want to introduce the question of retrospective effect 
because this Act will be given effect to from the date from which it is 
passed and we do not want to go further than that. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

The Prtai<faiit*$ Salary Bill* 19tS. 

Thi Hon’bla Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMs I beg to introduce a Bill to 
^determine the salary of the elected President of the Bengal Legislative 
Council. 

The Secretary to the Council then read the title of the Bill. 

THa Hon’Me Sir ABO-UR*RAHiM: 1 beg to move that this.Bill be 
taken into consideration. The Bill is a very short one and I hope it 
will not raise any controversy. The term of the present President will 
terminate at the end of the current session, and the Government of 
India Act provides that the President shall be elected from among the 
members of this Council. It is necessary therefore that provision should 
be made for the elected President's salary and it is for that purpose 
that I have introduced the Bill. Government have provided a salary of 
Hs. 3,000 a month on the understanding and thinking it necessary that 
the President of the Council should be a whole-time officer. I may 
state for the information of the Council that the Presidents in the other 
Presidencies and provinces are all whole-time officers and wherev^sr there 
has Wen legislation already as regards the elected President, provision 
bi^B been tHade the basis that he shall be a whole-time officer. I do 
not iliink that any tneinWr of this House will question the propriety and 
desirability of having a whole-time President. It will hardly be desir- 
able to have a President during a particular time of the year, that is 
during the session and that he should carry on any other business for 
the rest of the year. It may W known to many memWrs of the Council 
that the President has not only heavy work to transact^ during the 
session but he has also work to do Wfore and after a session. 

As regards the question of salary it is very difficult to lay ^owp any 
particular principle regulating the figure. I should like to mention for 
the information of ih^ memWrs that there has been legislation iu tour 
lurovinces hitherto on this subject. I am not sure about the fifth, that 
iff|Our neighbouring province of Bihaf and Orissa. But 1 believe that a 
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•B31 has Wn introdaoed there for rejnilatinfr the salary. In Bombay 
proviMon has been made for the salniy of Rs. 3,000, so also in the Pun- 
jab; in Madras, Rs. 2.000 and in Assam. Us. 500. Repnrdinfr Bihar 
I believe the select Committee has reoommende«l Jis. 2,000 per month or 
Rs. 24,000 per annum as the salary. 

Babtt NALINIRANJAN BARKER: What about the ITniled Pro- 
vinces P 

The HimHle Sir ABO.UR.RAHIM: In the Unite,! Provinces I do 
not think there has been any legislation yet. I am not quite sure about 
Bihar and Orissa— either it is Rs. 2,000 or Rs. 2,500. My recollection 
is that the select committee has recommended Rs. 2,000. 

Ra» HARENDRANATH CHAUOHURI: What about Madras? 

The Hon'bl* Sir ABO-UR-RAHIM: In Madras it is Rs. 2.000. 
Government have decided that in their opinion Its. 3,000 is the proper 
figure for the salary of the President of this Council. It is a matter for 
the derision of the Council and I only make this observntion*tn the 
members that it is not only the question of economy that has to bo con- 
sidered but also what is the amount appropriate for the salary of the 
President of this important province. It is a |>osition of (rreat resjmn- 
sibility and dijrnity. All that I wish to say is that I do not think that 
Rs. 3,000 per month is too hiph a fipure for a position of that resiton- 
sibility. 

The motion of the Ilon’ble Sir Ab<l-ur>Uahim was thon put and 
agreed to, 

Mr. PRESIDENTS The question is that clouso 1 stand part of the 
Bill. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

NALINIRANdAN SARICERs I beg to move that for clauiie 2p 
the following be substitute<]» namely — 

“ 2. There shall be paid to the President of the Bengal liOgtJila- 
tire Council a salary calculated at the rate of two thoutand 
rupees a month. 

In rising to move the amendment I congratulate the Hon*ble Taw . 
Member on his having at length thought it fit to introduce the Presi- 
dent’s Salary Bill, long overdue. Parliament gave ns the right to elect 
our President after a certain period. The time was d^ibenitely allowed 
to be poMed, and a situation was contrived for the postponenrat of the 
cierom of otv right of election bj the adjournment of this House at ite 
lu>t sitting. I must not he misundmatood, in pointing this out, to 
mittuate anything agminst yon, Sir, peiUonally, for whom I have ahrm 
had the hi|^ logurd. What I want to say is that tiiia is merely a» 
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indicBiioii of iho proooM by wbicb tbe so-oalled prognewiTo roaliaatioi^ 
of mponaible govornmoBt ii sought to bo furthered. Now coming to 
tiio terms of my amendment — in moving for a lower salary, it is neithm’ 
my intention to lower ^the dignity nor the prestige«of our future Presi- 
dent, not even to indicate that the duties and responsibilities of the 
position of the President do not deserve a high salary. But what 1 
want to impress upon the Council is that the salaries of o£Eicials which 
we are asked to sanction must be assessed in accordance with Indian 
ideals and standards as also the hnancial condition of the province and 
not according to the extravagant notion fosfered and encouraged by 
those who are responsible for the present syttem, despite our emphatic 
protest and strong disapproval. This is our chance to show that our 
best intellects can be attracted by such salaries as are in accordance 
with our ideas of what is adequate and proper. The salary which I 
suggest, will, 1 venture to think, be adequate for the President to live 
in comfort as that is understood in this country as also to maintain his 
position and dignity. 

Ti^ honour and responsibility attaching to the post of the President 
of the Bengal Legislative Council are in any case too great to be ade- 
quately recognised by any money value alone. The sense of high pub- 
lic duty is its own stimulus as well as its own reward and the President 
can well afford to be 'content with a comparatively modest pecuniary 
compensation. 

There is yet another point which I want to place before the House. 
It is sometimes suggested that our President, like the S{>eaker of the 
House of Commons, will have to undergo a certain amount of expenses 
in performing his social duties towards the members of this Council and 
for which due consideration should be made in fixing the amount of 
salary, Bfit, Sir, you will bear me out, when I say, that our past experi- 
ence in this respect does not encourage this view. It is our misfortune, > 
Sir, that the letters of the rules are thrust upon us in this country and 
iMit Ihetr i^irit. If, however, our elected President should ccmsider 
such social rellliiims to be a thing worth cultivifting we shall then have 
occasion to provide a suitable additional allowance for the same. 

Bibll OIBI PR09A0 KNAITAN: There is only one point, Sir, in 
the amendment of Babu Naliniranjan Barker which I want to he cleared 
up. Babu Naliniranj^ Barker proposes to delete the word ** elected '' 
from the operative portion of the Bill, but I fear that the meaning will 
still be the same, because in the beginning of the Bill it is stated that it 
is a Bill to determine the salary of the elected President* and l&ea 
Ugain in the preamble it is stated *' Whereas it is expedient to deter- 
mine the salary of the elected President of the Bmigal Lsgialative 
CkHUioil 1 ihoiild like to know whether them would be eny diiomnoe 
In meaning if the word ** elected wme dropped ifom danse 2 of Ike 
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Mktt NALINIRAMAN SARKERj It is an anintentional oiatwioa. - 

Baba AMULYA BHONE ADDYi I am Aorry I cannot but oppose 
the amendmeiit moved by my esteemed friend — Babu l^aliniranjan 
Sarher. We are illformed by the Hon*ble M^ber in oharife of the 
l5ill that the President is to be a whole- time officer of this Council. If 
that be the case, Sir, the question is as to what should be the proper 
•alary of that officer. I beg to submit that Us. 3,000 per month is 
nothing but an adequate ^ne. We are informed that the pay of the 
President of the Punjab Legislative Council is Rs. 3,000 a month and 
that of the Bombay Legislative Council is Rs. 3,000 a month. I am 
also informed, Sir, that your salary is Rs. 3,000 a month. I fail to 
understand as to why the salaiy' shouhl W reduced. On inquiry 1 find 
that the salary of the President of the Burma Legislative Council it 
Rs. 4,tK)0 a mo%th and also of the Council of the United Provinces 
Rs. 4,000 a month. It also appears, Sir, that the salary of the elected 
President of the Indian Legislative Assembly is Rs. 4,000 a month. 
We cannot expect to have an efficient President of this Council on a 
salary less than the existing one, cu., Rs. 3,000 a month. If you have 
a mind to maintain and keep up the dignity of this House— if you have 
a minJ to maintain the high traditions of this Council — you must have 
inch an officer at the head of this Council who may deserve public con- 
fidence and who may be alje to command respect not only from the 
Moderate party but also from the other parties — not only from the non- 
official members, but also from the official members of the Council. 

I am infonned that the pay of the Secretary of this Council is not less 
than Rs. 2,000 a month. 


Mauivi MD. NURUL HUQ OHAUDHURY S Is he in order to refer 
to that? 


Mr.* PRESIDENTS There is nothing out of order in it. 

AMULYA OHONE AOOY: If that be the rase then it is 
oertainly proi>er that the President of the Council should get a salary 
higher than that of the Secretary to this Council. In these circum* 
aianees, I think the salary of Rs. 3,000 is quite a reasonable one. 

Mr. PREtIDENTi I will now call the other amendments and then 
throw open the whole question lor discussion. 

labtt HiMANTA KUMAR SARKARs I sent in an amendment to 
the effect that sero rupees per month should be fixed as the salary of the 
Preeident, But I do not find that amendment in the Het. 

Mr.PRftfMNTl There ie an aasendment on the paper in yoiur nmne 
to the eieet that the Preiddeat ehould be paid ** dafiof each eeesloa of 
^Council*’. Do you move that? 
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Balm MEMANTA KUMAR 8ARKAR: I am not going to more it 
hut I aHouI^ have liked to hare moved the other amendment. 

Mr. PRESIDEMTs Snch an amendment is out of order. The way to 
secure your object is to vote against the question that " clause 2 form 
part of the Bill If (he Council expunges clause 2, the President will 
receive no salary. But a purely negative amendment cannot be moved. 

The following motion was then, by leave of the Council, withdrawn : — 


BtiNl HEMANTA KUMAR BARKAR to move that in clause 2, line 
2, after the words Legislative Council the words " during , each 
session of the Council *’ be inserted. 


The following motions were c^klled but not moved:— 

Khan Bahadur Maul^ MUBHARRUF HOBBAIN to move that in 
clause 2, line 3, for the word “three” the word “one” be substituted. 

Babu KHACENDRA NATH GANGULY to move that in clause 2, 
line 3, for the words “ three thousand rupees ” the words “ one thousand 
and four hundred rupees” he substituted. 


Mauivi WANED HOBBAIN to move that in clause 2, line 3, for the 
words ” three thousand rupees ” the words “ one thousand and five 
hundred rupees ” be substituted. a 

Dr. H. W. B. MORENOs I move that in clause 2, line 3, for the 
words “ three ” the word “ two ” be substituted. 

These are the days of economy with efficiency. We have in the 
Calcutta Corporation a Chief Executive Officer whose duties are arduous 
and more continuous than the President of this Council. And his salary 
has been fixed at Rs. 1 ,500 a month ! When one looks about, one sees 
that in our contiguous province of Madras the President’s salary haa \ 
been fixed at Rs. 2,000 a month and I hold that Madras is a populous 
Preoidescy and its activities are quite as great as Bengal. (Cribs of 
“no, no”). Bh^ilmay also remind this Council that for a considerable 
time a member of this Council occupied the position of thq President 
with no salary at all, and filled the post with great credit. As 1 have 
said these are the days of efficiency with economy and I think there is 
no loss of dignity if the President’s salary is fixed at a lower figure thsii 
Bs. 3,000. I should think that a great deal of dignity is attached 
the post itself. It is not attached to the salary, but to the honour of the 
office. Sir, 1 patiently waited to hear arguments fmm those who wanted 
to have the salai^ fixed at Rs. 3,000 a month but 1 have only heard ons 
argument and that is^that the dignity of the post should be maintained. 

I hold, Sir, that there is greater dignity when a member of the Coeneil 
fills the position and fills it for the honour that is due to Uiat post and not 
lor the salary. 
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mi SATYENDRA NATH ROY GHDUOHURI BiriMdur! T support 
amendment 

iiaulvi MD. NURUL HUQ CHAUOHURY: Sir, I liavo hmnl from 
the rice magnele toethe effect that the ealary of the Preeideat ehoxild 
he fixed at Ra. 3,000 a month. He haa opposed Balm Naliniratijan 
Sarker^s amendment eimply hecauee it ha« come from the Swaraj party. 
(Cries of Question.) Whatever comes from our side he must oppose it 
tooth and^nail. However that may be, the revenue of Beiif^a) is a 
diminishing^ revenue. This year a contribution of Rs. 03,00,000 to the 
Imperial Government is to be paid. A sum of Rs. 11,00,000 is to be 
paid on account of the increased emoluments of the mifsthty and heaven- 
bom services. So there would be about 74 lakhs to be paid out of the 
Exchequer of Bengal although there is no indication whatever about 
the growing revenue of Bengal. Sir, as our revenue is being diminished 
day by day and as our expenditure is increasing day by day, we dcmot 
know where we shall be before long and therefore we cannot be a 
party to an increased expenditure. The services should be paid such a 
sum that would be barely necessary for the holders. I think and I do 
not know how many of iny friends think that the future President of the 
Council would be an Indian and not a European and that being the rase 
he should emulate the example of an Indian and he must be content with 
whatever he gets. He must not think of making a profit out of this 
post or leave anything for his Aildren. If any gentleman from amongst 
ourselves wants to be the President, he should he content with whatever 
we give him. He must have got something on which to fall back upon, 
because he will be the President only for three years and he may not 
be elected for the next term of the (\iuncil. So the gentleman selected 
for the post must have not only* influence but almi some private means. 
Sir, may I ask my friend Mr. Addy a question. He has written a letter 
to the Press to the effect that the salary of the future Ministers should 
be decreased to Rs. 4,000 a month. 

Me PREifOENTs You need not go into that. It has got nothing 
whatever to do with the question. There will l>e the fullest opportunity 
for discussing the matter later. 

Milrtvi MO. NURUL HUQ OHAUOHURYl That l>eing the case, 
may I ask my friend who opposes everything from the Swaraj party and 
who is against the aspirations of Indians— may I ask him that he, being 
a rich man, should contribute soroeibtng to the Exchef]uer of Bengal so 
that the extra one thousand rupees may be paid out of his contribution. 
Sir, Bengal is very poor and we cannot pay more. So I formally request 
my friend Mr. Addy. to contribute some lakhs of rupees from his private 
purse for the inciMied salary of the President which he is suf^rting. 

iifeil AMULYA RHONE AODYf Sir, my I offer a word of hiplana* 
tkm. My eeteemed MmS said that I have oppoeed the i&lisnitoeot 
beeauee it hae cone from the Swarmj party. I beg to subuiii that I aw 
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peraonally m mitch a Swarajiat aa he ia though I do not belimg to his 
party. We all want Swaraj. The only diference ia that my friehcl 
waste it at once and I want it later on. 

Mfa PIISilllEMT^: That completes yonr explnnation, Mr. Addy, I 
hope. , ' 

BalNi AMULYA DHONE ADDY S Sir, one word more. 1 emphatically 
deny that I have opposed the amendment because it has come from the 
Swaraj party. The amendment has also come from Dr. Moreno and I 
have considered his amendment on its own merits. 

Mr. PRESIDENTS I am sure the Council is aware of that. 

Bilm MANMATHA NATH ROY: Sir, although I am inclined to 
agree with Babu Naliniranjan Barker that the pay of the President 
should be fixed at Rs. 2,000 a month so long as you want a whole-time 
man, I have very serious misgiving as to whether you want a whole-time 
man at all or whether the appointment should not be an honorary one. 
It seems to me that the appointment should be honorary, like th^ oIBce 
of the Mayor of Calcutta, or the Vice-Chancellorship of the Calcutta 
University. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Tou cannot go into that, for the very simple 
reason that the amendment which was on in the paper has been with- 
drawn by leave of the Council. 

Ratal MANMATHA NATH ROY: But the Hon^ble Member in charge 
in moving the original motion^ referred to it. 

Mr. PREilDENTi He referred to it because it was then bn the paper. 
It has now been withdrawn. 

Rabtt BORODA PROSAD DEY; As we are used to big salaries for 
the services in this country and for the very useful services that ai^ 
rendered by the President, the Government proposal of Rs. 3,000 certainly 
doss not appear to be a very big sum, but when we look to the finances 
of the proVlnil^fpad when we find that all the nation-building departments 
are starving for want of funds, it is only a matter of duty for this 
CSouBcil to fix the salary at such a figure as would not in any way scare 
away a deserving man, but would be befitting the position that he will 
occupy. Well, Sir, as in the Corporation the Swaraj regime has been 
aignidised by the Chief Executive Officer and othm drawing lesser pay 
than was provided in the Act, I think the Swaraj regime in the Councd 
ahould also be signalised by fixing Rs. 2,000, instead of Bs. 3,000, ia the 
salary of the Btesident And I think that there may be p^nom amongst 
the Councillors who, would be willing to give their services even for the 
deomit sum of Rs. 2.000. 

mm Mmm NMtl mo* BNOINUODINi When we are dmcassing 
iUs subject 1 would just like to firiiig to t^ iratice of the Ceunoil fM 
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Slid it » this. Our late President of this House was Kawab 
Syed Sbams-ul-Huda, a vakil of the Calcutta Hijfh Court and of very 
extensive practice. I do not know what his monthly income was« but 1 
thiiik that it was no# less than Bs. 6)000. He wy succeeded by a mem* 
her of the English Bar, our present President 

Mr. PIIEil DENTS Khan Bahadur, I hope you will kindly keep me 
out of the discussion. 

Kim Bahadur Matilai MD. CHOiNUODINr Certainly. Sir. If the 
House thinks it desirable to have men of this status, of these qualifi- 
cations and legal education, I would ask it to ctrtisi«ler whether in order 
to attract such men to the Presidential Chair, a salary of Tis. »1,0()0 
would pot he justified. Sup|)ose you are going to select a President 
next year, and suppose your choice should fall iqwn Mr. Byomkes 
Chakravarti, do you think he will agree to accept a smaller salary 

Mr. BYOMKES CHAKRAVARTI! Kindly leave me out of the 
discussion. 

Mr.*PREBIDENT! It will enhance the value of your argument 
more, if you will leave out both the President, Mr. Chakravarti or any 
other member by name, ^ 

Khiii Bahadur Maulvi MD. CHOINUDDINt What I mean U> say h 
that if vou want to have men of the right type of high legal quali- 
fications, experienced members of the English Bar or vakils of the 
Calcutta High Court, I think a salaiy^ of Bs. 3,000 will not l)e considered 
very high. 

Maulvi ABDUL GAFURf My friend Khan Bahadur. Ium said ^t 
Bs 3,000 will be adequaU, but my suggestion to the House is that it is 
a question whether we can afford to pay Bs. 3,000. We must not only 
look Ho the qualifications of the President we elect, but also to our 
pockets. If we cannot afford to pay Bs. 3,000, how can we expect such 
persons, may be from England or from the highest place in the Calcutta 
Bar to accept the appointment? Moreover, I do not think that men 
of slich calibre aiu required for the post. However, the 
ly economic. If we cannot afford to pay more than Bs, 2,000, tius 

amount should be sufficient. 

MaMvi KAOtR RAiCtHt Sir, memben who m b bvoor of 
3,000 Urn the Mlwy of the Preeident, ihouU elio beer in mini nt 
tite time the »Tere*e esnael income of an Indbn, and they mnet 
edeo take into eowriieration be feet that mverel dep^enis are edfer- 
iiur for weatTof -moamr end thoneande of people ere djino b the MtaeeM 

for want of prop«o«ibrr aide. I know peteenaBy that etwy ymr 

thoneande «i pereone ab dying from— — 
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Mr# PRESIDENTS You can say all that on the 26h, when the hu^ ' 
gret diecujMjion takes place. 

Matitvi KADER BAKSH: I admit that the po^t of the President is 
dignified and very responsible, but I think that the necessity of th^ 
people is not less dignified and a salary of Rs. 2,000 for the President 
is not undignified, considering the financial condition of the province. 

MauM 8AYYED 8ULTAN ALIS Some comparison has been 
drawn l)etwtM}n the Calcutta Corporation and the Goveinment 

Mfi PRESIDENT* Maulvi Sahib, have you anything new to say? 
The last speaker merely reproduced the remarks of previous speakei^. 

f 

Miulvi SAYYED SULTAN ALI: Yes, I have something new to say. 

I do not agree with those who share those views. The Calcutta Corpora- 
tion have full control over its purse ; they have reduced salaries for the 
purpose of utilising the savings, according to their own will for the 
benefit of the rate-payers. Here, the difference is that as soon as we 
curtail the pay of the President, the amount saved goes to the pocket 
of the Hon’ble the Finance Member, and there is no knowing 'whether 
he will utilise that for the purpose of the Secret Sen’ice of the Police 
set against us or such other like purposes. Under the circumstances^ 
BO long as we do not get full control of the purse, I am not prepared to 
reduce the salary. 

The motion of Rnbii Nnliniranjan Sarker was then put and n division 
taken with the following result: — 


AYCt. 


Aliamwl, Maulvi AtiwiHMiM. 

Atimai, Maulvi laimaar. 
ftatain, tabu Rtmai GliaiiSra. 
laktm Maulvi Kaiar. 

■anariaa, Or. Praiaattiaiiatii. 

•aaa, Oaliu Oajty KriMuia. 
Olialirivanir Aibv Saointfra Cliaiitfra. 
Oliaiiravarli, Ilk lupkia. 

Olialirivarty, tabu IbAaraan. 
Obauiburi, Rai HaraiMiraiiatb. 
Cbaubburlf Maulvi talyatf Abiur Rab. 
Obaubbury, Maulvi M. Nurul Mwi. 
ObUMlari Mr. Riruial Obaubra. 

Oaa,Or. Mabliii Mabau. 

Has OuRta, Dr. 4 , M. 

Oav, Rabu laraba Rrtaab* 

Malur, Maulvi Abbul. 

•anguty, fabu Kbaiaubra Natb. 
Halbar, Mr. S. lb 
Maattbab tybb g a ^ia b u b 
Magua, Maulvi iayaliib 


Nuaiaia. Maulvi wabab. 
btarbar, Maulvi Attab Hiaaaia. 



Maity, iabu Mabaubra' Matb. 

Mitra, tabu Jifanbra Natb. 

Maraaa, Dr. H. W. t. 

Mubarjaa, gabu Tarakaatb. 

Natkar, iabu Maui Cbaubra. 

Naagi, ii^ Mauuiabaw. 
bablavran, Maulvi Mb. Abbul bubbar. 
Quabar, Maulvi Abbul. 

Raikab Mr. Rraaauua Dab. 

Ray, Rabu Abaulib gbaubva. 

Ray, Rabu W agv ubr a Narayau. 

Ray, Dr. Kuaiub gaRkar. 

Ray, Kuuwr tbib t bah bar aaai a f . 

Ray, Rabu Mawuatba Natb. 

Ray, Rabu tataavriRati. 

Ray,' Or, Ribbau Dbaubra. 

Ray, Ml^>0. N. 

Ray, Mr. Kirau iaubar. 

Ray C baa bbu H, Hal Da ba bu r tatyaRbr* 
NalR. 

•arkar, Rabu MiuiaR ta Kuw ar. 
tartuv, Rabu MatinirRR|au» 

•aui Mr. M. e. 
iau iuRta, 
i u braaiaibyt Me, A. 

Tarafbar, RMwIaf Malib VbblR. 
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WiHin WHiUmn, Mr. C. 

Adii^ Mil Amiiijra diimm. 

AInm 4 MMivi Ttfttaitfta. 

Aityf Kkwi MAtfiir t. MBiibAoA. 

Alii MAiilvi tAyyMl tnitAiiA 
Aii. «r. IkItAt 

BArmAf Rai taklli FarbImiiaii. 

■artMf Mr. H. 

•ami, Mm JAtHitfrA Natli. 

•if, KiMUl SAliAilwr Him ihujAAt Ali. 
•Mt, IlM KAII*Mt t. J. 

■irity, Mr. 

cmudAiiri, NAWAto iAliAdiir tAiyki Navab 
Ati, KIiaa ■ahadur. 

oaainiiMfii, Kliaa ■afiadar Maaivi Md. 
Ohowdlittry, Maaivi raital Karim. 

CaAtn, Mr. D. 4, 

Cmmnm, Mr. B. 4. 

Carrit, Sir William. 

Oat, BaBa •CBarv Oliaadra. 

Daad, Mr. M. 

Ot, Mr. K. C. 

Oty, Mr. 0. B. 

OaaaM, tiM Hta’blt Mr. 4, 

Otti, Ral Baliadar Byari Lai. 

Dan, Mr. 0. B. 

Bddit, Mr. B. B. Q. 

Faraaai, KAaa Baliadar K. B. M. 

BawiAa, RAl Baliadar Badridat. 

Bta d t, Mr. f. W. 

Baba, Mr. B. N. 

Baraar, Mr. C. W. 


naa, KBaa BaBadar Katl EaBtral. 

Htmiyiit, Mr. W. •. 

MIMW- Mmm ■wMmf. 
Naq, Mauivi A. K, BatNil. 

Hub, Maaivi •Bramal. 

4mmm, Mr. B. !.• 

KBaitaa, BaBu OtBi Bratad. 

Ul MaBaiamtd, Haji. 

Uw, Raja RmBm oatt. 

Liddtll, Mr. N. e. 

MatiB, Mr. Bytd H. 

Mintr, Sir Bravatli OBuiidtr. 

Randy, MaBaraJ Kamar Brit BBaiidra. 
OatMi, Mr. B. P. 

BBilBt, Mr. T. 4. 

RaBim. IBt H«i*Blt Bir ABd*ar*. 

Ray, BaBa Barttidra RatB. 

Ray, tut HanlMt MaBaraJa BaBadar 
KtBaaaltB OBaadra. 

Ray BBaadBari, Mr. K. B. 

Ray, Mr. Tarit BBaaaa. 

Ray, Raja Manilall BIiibB. 

Baiam, KBaa Bahadur Mauivi ABdat. 
BBinaar, Mr. B. A. 

Bttd hta ta a , tHa Haa*bla Bir MadB. 

Bwaa, Mr. 4. A. L. 

Travart, Mr. W. L. 

•arliar. Mavlvl ANih Bvthili. 

Vllllarv, Mr. B. 

Wiltaa, R. B. 

WaadBaad, Mr. 4. A. 


The Ayes being 52 and the Noes 61, the motion was lost. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: Dr. Moreno’s amendment is to the same effect, 
and falls to the ground. 

Mr. PRESIDENT: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the 
BiU. 

The mbtion was put and agreed to. 

Mrr Prt iici Bi i t: The question is that clause 2 stand part of the Bill. 
The motion was put and agreed to. 

TIir H0fPMo Sir ABD-UR-RAHIMt I move that the Bill, as intro- 
duced in Council, be passed. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


ASiRiiniiiiiiit, 


The Council ifas then adjourned till 3 p.Mo on Thun&y, the iSth 
February, 1925, at the Tcrwn Hall, Cmlcutta. 
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Preotttftngf of Urn Bangal Crntmil amiw li lni miBir Hit 

pfftviiioiii 9i tlM OavinMMnt of intfii ML 

Thi Council mot in the Council Chamber in the Jown Hall, Calcutto, 
on Thursday, the 18th February, 1825, at 3 p.u. « 


Pntanls 

The Hon’ble the President in the Chair, the four Hon’ble Memben 
of the Executive Council and 110 nominated and elected members. 

BliiUofi of Hoputy ProoMofit. 

Mr. PRillDENT (tho MoiPMe Sir Evan Cotton): Order, order! I 
have to inform the Council that His Excellency the Governor has 
approved of the election of Dr. A. Suhrawardy as Deputy President. 

While extending a hearty welcome to Dr. Abdullah Suhrawardy 
and assuring him of our besir wishes for a successful term of office as 
Deputy President, I feel the Council will also wish me to add a few 
words with regard to his predecessor. Major Hassan Suhrawardy was 
elected to the office of Deputy President on the 23rd January, 1824, and 
his resignation has been due to the fact that the East Indian Railway 
has passed under State Management. M|%jor Hassan vSuhrawardy is not 
only a medical man of the highest qualihcaiions but is one of the senior 
District Medical Officers in the service of the East Indian Railway. We 
deeply regret that the necessity has arisen for him to severe his connec- 
tion with the Council, but all those who desire to see the increadiug 
association of Indians with offices of responsibility will be glad to think 
that he will still continue to enjoy opportunities for public usefulness. 
I think every member of the Council will admit that Major Hassan Suhra- 
wardy has discharged his duties as Deputy President with conspicuous 
success. Whenever he has occupied the Chair he has; I believe, exhibit- 
ed not only that strict impartiality which is expected from the Chair 
of tliis CouHot^^bpi also a thorough mastery of the Rules and Standing 
Orders. Pereon^y 1 pari from him with reluctanc^e but 1 feel sure that 
his brother and successor will co<operate with me as loyally and as cordi- 
ally, and endeavour with me to further the interests of the Council. 


itarrid Qi m t io iw 

(to wrliioii urM an iw f tr i umru givin). 

Ungiiigt ExMniiialiom, 

«XXX. Mm BORdOA PROiAD OEYl (a) WiU the Hon^le^ 
the Member in charge of the Appointment Depa^ent be pleaied to 
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^ what rei^a in mojay cm he earned by the ofBeere of the Benml 
firtBotm and Judicial eemcee by pasriniT certain exuninatioB* 
(ivmog their terms of service? 

(i) Have any suc]^ reward* been abolished in mont yean? 

(c) If SO, what are the reasons for such abolitioAP 

MiMBiR in Muvga cf APPOINTMBNT OIPARTMINT ftiw 
******* •tnpNlUon): <n) The member is referred to Appendix 
VI of ^ Depai^ntal Examination Rules, ir copy of which is laid on 
tto Libra^ table. Members of the Judicial branch of the Bennal 
Civil Service are not eligible for rewards. • 

(*) Sikkimese Bhutia, Bhutanese Bhulia, Lepcha and Kuki or 
LuAai have been excluded from the list of tribal lanf(tta««* for the 
study oil which rewards are prescribed. 

(c) It was not considered essential to encourage the study of these 
languages in the interests of administrative efficiency. 

PtiHl BORODA RROBAO OEYs With regard to question («), may 
I ask whether it is not a fact that the members of the Judicial Branch 
of the Bengal Civil Service were eligible (o some of the rewards and 
they have only now been excluded from the list ? 

The Hofi’hle Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS I think at one time mem- 
bers of the Judicial Branch were eligible. 

Babu BORODA PROSAD OEYs May I have the reasons for their 
exclusion P 

Thi Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSONS It is not considered necea- 
sary that they should know the language for the purpose of their work. 

OoloflialiV Qitiiiiit 9I Um Oomiitiom in Provinoial intf SuBortfimSi 

StrvlMt* 


XXXI* Mr* S« Na HALOARs ^ill the Hon’^ble the Member in. 
charge of the Political Department be pleiuMsd to state the number 
of colonials or the citixens of the Dominions of the British Empiro, 
engaged at present in the Provincial and Subordinate Services of dbe 
Government of Bengal, giving the following particulan in each case 
(1) thi^ name; 

(ft) Gie office held; 

(m) the date of appointment; 

(iv) tk» iennni of appointment; 

(r) the aalaiy; and 

(et) the oedony or dominion to which he behmgaf 



MilllEII in oli«8» 4rf POLITIML DEPAimitHt (ttt H«i4k 
Sir fillgii •llplMliMM)l IVre fire no such ofioere. 

fliilis for tht gukliiioo of poNoi offioori imliiiig 
t h OMi o o oo roin ^ 

^XXXtl. Mr. i. N. HALDARi (a) Will the Ho^’Ue the Memhor 
in charge of the Police Department be pleased to atate^ 

(i) whether it is incumbent upon police ofiBicers to make no 
departure from the rules provided for their guidan^ when 
nfaking house-searrhes; and 

(if) whether the rules were observed during the house-searches at 
Dacca on the 26th June lastP 

(6) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the negative will the fion’ble 
ike Member be pleased to state the reasons for this? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of holding a 
public inquiry regarding the methods employed by the police officers 
and their conduct during the house-sefrches in Dacca (m the 26th 
of June last? 

MiMIIR in ohirgn of POLICE DEPARTMENT (tht Hoii’lilt 
Dir Hugh itaplKMiaon): (a) (i) The rules ^id down for the guidance of 
polioe officers when making house-searches are observed whenever possible 
but exceptional circumstances sometimes render strict compliance with 
the rules impossible. 

(ti) and {b) The rules were strictly observed but immediately before 
the search of the house of Babu Manoranjan Banerjee, on it being 
discovered, tfiat a person was escaping over the back wall the Additiinuil 
Superintendent of Polioe and an Inspector ran through the house before 
the arrival of the wilqissses. 

(c) Government see no reason for a further inquiry. 

Unitarriii QuasUont 

(anmiim to woro Mkl on tho tahioh 
TollT'a Noli and SarMirati Rivar. 

81. BihU AMULYA DHONE ADDY: (a) Has the attention of the 
Hon’ble the Member in charge of the Department Irrigation beeil 
drawn to the present condition of the Tolly’s Nala in the district 
of the 24*ParganiM and of the Saraswati Biver h the district of 
HooghlyP 

(6), If so, will the^koo’ble the Member pleased to stale what 
steps, If any, are proposed to be taken fcHr the re-excavation of the 
said nala and the said river, lespeetively? 
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MEMtER ill eliargtt of DEPARTMENT of IRRICATIQN (tiM 
'MoR’blo Miliirili Kstiaiinish Ctiindn Roy ^UMEtar): (a) Tea. 

(h) In iEe case of Tolly’s Nala an estimate has been sanctioned for 
silt clearance and erork has recently bcfen commenced. In order to 
improre the condition of the Saraswati River ft is intended to carry 
out certain modifications to the sluice at Jamalpur with the view of 
flushing the Saraswati and other rivers in the Hooghly and Howrah 
districts during the monsoon. The Saraswati River has been kept 
under close observation during the last year and every endeavour has 
been made to flush it, but the supply of water was insufficient. There 
nre certain obstructions in this river which is much overgrown and 
in places has silted and it is intended U> clear it gradually as funds 
permit. 

• 

SMbdiviftionai omoer, ^eni, ami tlie looal Bar. 

24. Mauiwi 8AYEDUL HOQUE: (a) Will the Tlon’blc the Membeir 
in charge of the Appointment Department Iw plea«‘d to state whethei* 
it is a fact that Babu Dhireittira Lull Dey, Suhdivisitmal Officer of 
Feni, insulted a pleader of the IcK'al Bar when the matter appeariMl 
in a case against the police? 

(b) Is it a fact that the ?(|ilHli visional Offi«v‘r requested the pleader 
to withdraw the case and that on his refusal the plea<ler w^as insulUsl? 

(c) Is it a fact that an inquiry was started by the District Magi»> 
trate who, without examining the witnesses named by the pleader, 
came away owing to illness and submitted his report to the (iovemmentf 

(d) Will the Hon’ble the MemW be pleased t^> lay on the table 
a copy of the report of the District Magistrate? 

(c) Is it a fa<t that the local Pleaders’ Bar fonned an Inquiry 
€ommitt%e which after due inquiry’ supiMirted the allegation of the 
aggrieved pleader and that the Iwal Bar pasmul a resolution which 
was fcfrwarded to the District Magistrote for action? 

(/) Will Uie Hon’ble the Membc*r be pleased U> lay on the tabic 
n of tbe resolution of the Bar baseil on the report of the Inquiry 
Oommltiee? 

(g) Is it a fact that tbe case was in connec tion with a woman whom 
the police wanted to take away from the custody of her husband? 

(h) What action, if any, have the Government taken or coillemplate 
taking in t^e matter? 

TBs HWi’blt Sir HUGH BTCPHENiON: <a) and {h) The Bubdiri* 
•ionttl Officer denies that he requested the pleader to withdraw the 
case find that the pleader was insulted. 

(c) The District Magistrate inquired into the facts and heard 
eeveral witnesses. His visit was cut short by an attack of inflitensa 
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but he Condi dered that he had obtained sufficient information to come 
to a conclusion on the incident. 

(fl) The Magistrate’s conclusions were reported in a demi-official 

to the Commissioner; he made no report to Government. 

£ 

(e) The local Bar passed a resolution after reading the report of 
a sub-committee and forwarded the resolution to the District Magistrate. 

(/) A copy is laid on the Library table. 

(ff) The case was one in which tlie police officers were charged 
with assault. The Appellate Court has held that there was no truth 
in the suggestion that they wanted to take the woman away from 
her husband, and their action was justified in order U> prevent molesta- 
tion of the woman. 

(h) Government do not propose to take any action. 


Certain faoilitiee to State and Ordinance priaoners. 

28. Babu ANILBARAN RAY: Will the Hon’ble the Member in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(t) what amount has l)een sanctioned for the diet of the Ordinance 
and State prisoners in tlie different jails in Bengjil; 

(it) what clothing has l>een given to them at Government cost; and 

(lit) what facilities, if any, are being given to such prisoners for 
their religious obsen’anres both in the matter of their daily 
worship and performance of special Puja ceremonies ^ 

The Hcn’bic Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (t), Oi) and (m) Suitable 
liet, suitable (d(»thing and reasonable facilities for religious observances 
wro provided. Government is not prepanul t-o state details. 

Documents seized st searches on 2Stb October, 1924. 

2S. Bebtt.^ ANILBARAN RAY: Will tbe Ilon'ble the Memlx^r in 
charge of the Political Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether any arms or incriminating dcKMiments were found as 
a result of the eartensive searches on the 25th October, 1924; 
and 

(it) whether it is not a fw't that the intenial evidence of the 
doi'uments seized at the house of Mr. S. C, Bose give th© 
direct lie to the charge that he took part in a revolutionary 
conspiracy ? 

The Hon*ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: (t) The member is refarted 

0 the answers given to starred question II (a) (it) and (Hi) asked by 
kbu Manmohon Neogi on the 7th January, 1926. 

(ii) No. 
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Pifwncial StateiMnt of tho Covomment of Boi^ 
for the yoar 1925-29. 

The Honble Mr^J. DONALD: I have the honour to preaent the 
budget estimates of the Government of Bengal Ar the year 1925-86. 

These are presented in the usual form with the usual statement* 
and a general review of the details. The statements are in the ordinary 
form; but as I promised last year, the list of original works has been 
drafted to show separately works in progress and new works. Only in 
one respert was criticism made last year in the presentation of the 
details, that made by Ilai Harendranath Chaudhuri with reference to 
the Irrigation Budget. This is an extremply complicated and technical 
budget and we have endeavoureil to explain it in a somewhat more intelli- 
gible foim, but if even now it dws not sati,sfy Rai Harendranath 
Chaudhuri in all ro.spects, I should bo very glad if he would come 
round to my office, when I will endeavour to satisfy his miml on the 
subject, and give all the information possible. And I extend that 
invitation to any member of the Council who has any difficulty in 
understanding any particular item or desires fuller or more detailed 
infonnaHon. Mr. Woodhead and I myself will only be too pleased 
t(> raf‘ml)er8 any assistanrc. 

I am afraid, Sir, I shaJl hiiv<* to ank tho iridul^orue of tho Council 
for somewhat loiif^^er than usual this afternoon. This is due in ixut to 
a chancre in procedure which wo contem[>late; I hIuiII explain this in 
a few minutes. But tJie ('ouncil will already have reuliiied that we nie 
a^fain at a critical slajj^e in our financial career. 1'he i)eriod for which 
we were allowed a remission of the provincial coni rilmt ion exjnros th« 
year and we have had to include in tho hud^et for on theexjien- 

ditun‘ sido the contrihution of Its. 03 lakh.s to Im[Jerial Hevenues. Tho 
framin|.r of tho hudfi^et in these circumstances has not Ikmui freo from 
difficulty, and, as the Council will shi»r11y hear, a prood deal of it must 
for the present Ik* of a provisional character. Wo have of course 
moved in tho matter and rcK|uest(*d that tho n*mission he made jjcr- 
manent, hut unless and until we get a favonrahle linswor to our claim 
for relief, we must a-ssume that we are liable for the contribution. 1 
shall refer again to this qm^stion, but let me say here at tho ouinet 
that unless the relief is continued, wo shall again lie in a desjierate 
position with no hope of pn>gn*H8 or develojiment for some time to 
come. 

In intrcKlucing the budget last year, I gave an account of the general 
financial positiou from the date on which the reformed constitution 
cam# into being up to the beginning of the year 1923>24. I then poinieti 
out to the Council that the first year's working, i.c., 1921-22, ended in a 
deficit of Rs. 1,70,58,000. Thanks to the remission of the proTindal 
contribution, to retrenchment and to the imposition of new taxation, 
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improved our position considerably in tbe following year and 
Bnisbed with a surplns of Rs. 23,41,000. 'Hiis was not a real surplus 
however. It was due to an adjustment of capital expenditure of 
Rs. 29^ lakhs on the purchase of dredgers which Jhad been charged to 
revenue in 1921-22. Had we had in that year to pay our contribution we 
should have been in dehcit to the extent of almost Rs. 40 lakhs. As 
for the year 1923-24, I anticipated that with some improvement in the 
proceeds from new taxation and further measures of retrenchment, we 
should have a surplus of Rs. 31 lakhs. Our revised estimate of receipts 
for the year as originally presented was Rs. 10,36,84,000 and of expen- 
diture Rs. 10,06,03,000. The estimate of receipts was modified in a later 
edition of the budget, on the basis of further actuals, to Rs. 10,29,84,000 
which turned out to be 2i lakhs above the actual figure for the year. 
In the details there were some variations. Better settlement recoveries 
led to increased receijits under Land Revenue, but there was a consider- 
able drop in the proceeds of the Amusement Tax and in medical receipts. 

On the expenditure side our estimate was in excess. There was 
less expenditure than we had anticijmted on General Administration 
and Public Works and with other minor variations the ordinary' expen- 
diture, excluding loan operations, was about Us. 8} lakhs less than that 
which I anticipated this time last year. Bringing in loan and capital 
operations our total expenditure amount<Kl to Us. 9,88,65,000 and the 
dosing balance wjis Us. 1,29,64,000 instead of Us. 1,14,73,000 as taken 
in the revised estimates for 1924-25 as ultimately a<lopted. The year 
ended with a surplus of Us. 38,72,000. Had we had to pay the provin- 
cial contribution to the Central Uevenues we should have been in deficit 
to the extent of Rs. 24,28,000. 

This brings me to the current year. Tbe budget as finally presented 
to tile Council provided for receipts of Rs. 10,26,98,000 and expenditure 
of Rs. 10,30,97,000. This is exclusive of the loan account. This 
included expenditure on new schemes to the extent of Rs. 35,89,000, 
schemes chMfty of a non-recurring character whioh we were able to 
meet from our accumulated balances, accumulations which had resulted 
from our economy, retrenchment and from the fact that our provincial 
contribution had been rontHted. We were not able to embark on 
schemas of a Tecuning character involving a permanent charge on our 
revenues, as we had still hanging over our heads the possible liability 
in future years of having again to pay our provincial contribution. On 
the revenue side, I anticipated that there would be an improvement in 
our receipts from Land Revenue, Stamps and Excise. In these respects 
our anticipations are likely to be fulfilled. From Stamps and Excise 
we expect to reach tke figure I adopted in tbe budget and the expected 
receipts under Land Revenue are just a little higher than the budget 
Mtimate. There are minor variations under the less important revenue 

1 1- * or InlrttM 'll. 
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iaUiS under Industries, and a notable expected fall of Rs. 2J lakhs in the 
^eoeipto from the Amusement Tax, and on the whole our receipts as we 
have now revised them will be nearly Its, lakhs over our original esti* 
mate. The figures ye Its. 10,31,53,000 as against the original estimate 
of Rs. 10,26,98,000. 

The estimates of expenditure were considerably modified by 
the Council when the various grants were put forward for 
their acceptance. It will be remembered that the t^mncil refused in 
their entirety the demands on the reservcnl side under the heads— 
Land Revenue, Stamps, Forests, Scheduled Taxes, Irrigation, Admin- 
istration of Justice, Jails and Ports and Pilotage. With the exception 
of Irrigation His Excellency the Governor, in exercise of the |Kiwers 
conferred on him by the Government ol India Act, restored the full 
amounts of the demands in each case. In respect of the demand under 
Irrigation which was for a sum of Us. 39,74,(KK) His Excellency restored 
Rs. 29,93,000 only, excluding among other items a sum of R.s. 6 lakhs 
for a contribution which Government had agreed to make to the Cor- 
poration of Calcutta towards the cost of the Bidyadhari Spill Reservoir. 
This contribution had been promised on condition that the amount was 
voted by the Council, and, the condition not being fulfilled, Gov(^rnment 
were then unable to make the contribution. The (V)uncil also rejected . 
certain items in the Police Budget, but eight of these were restored. On 
the Transferred Side all the demands were voted, with the exception of 
two items in the Education and Medical Budgets — the Education Inspec- 
torate in the former, the Medical Establishment in the latter. 
These were, however, restored by the vote of (he (Council in the August 
Session. Further, the provision for the salaries of Ministers was refused 
at the time of voting of grants and this decision was reaffirmed at the 
August S<»ssion when the C/ouncil were given an t)piK>rtunity of recon- 
sidering the question. The provision for the (bvil Se<Tetariat on the 
Transferred Side was also refused by the Council but the exjienditure was 
authorised by His Excellency the Governor, ns also a sum of Rs. 20,000 
to cover the contingent expenditure of the Ministers. I do not jwojKJHe 
to say any more about these refusals and restorations. They were fully 
dealt with in the communiques which were issuod in May and July last 
and the facts are well known to all the uimWi« o# Council. The effect, 
however, of these various decisions, including the «ti|ipliiiietit»ry grants 
voted in the August Session of the Council, was to reduce iha total 
sanctioned expenditure from the figure of Rs. 10,30,07,000, which I 
bad already submitted as the estimate of expenditure for the year, to 
Rs. 10,20,83,000. On the information now before us, I do not think 
this latter figure will be worked up to. I estimate that the expenditure 
— ^taking the revenue account only — will be about Rs, 21^ lakhs short 
of the sanctioned grant. To this several factors have contributed. 
We have saved much paper and many printing charges by the fact that 
the Comieil meetings have been fewer during the current year — a 
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lonsequence of the Council's refusal to provide funds for the appoint-^ 
ment of Ministers. The anticipated demand for our contribution 
owards the construction of the Ranchi Mental Hospital has not had to 
>e met during? tha current year, as progress has #iot been such as to 
'fcjuire the Bihar anrt Orissa Government to call on us for the full* 
amount provided in the budget. The expenditure on Jails is likely 
o be about Rs. 4j lakhs less than the budget provision, mainly due to 
iiminished dietary charges for district jails consequent on an excep- 
ionally low jail population during the current year and to a diminished 
)utlay on raw materials for jail manufactures. Under the 
Administration ' of Justice a considerable saving is expected from 
Divil and Sessions Courts. The provision made was more than 
adequate to meet requirements for temporary Judges and SuWdinate 
fudges, while there has been a saving owing to the fact that a larger 
aumber than usual of Provincial Service officers have been officiating in 
[losts ordinarily reserved for members of the Indian Civil Service. 

In all departments the new rules for travelling allowance —drafted 
a result of the recommendations of the Retrenchment (’ommittee — 
have diminished the charge's for travelling allowan(!e to a considerable 
sxtent. On the other hand, there is likely to be a largo increase in 
the charges f(»r superannuation allowances and pensions, owing 
apparently to a mistake or misunderstanding in the adjustment of the 
charges for previous years. In the loans j)art of the budget we expect 
a saving of over Rs. 4A lakhs — due to the fact that local bodies were not 
ready with their schemes. The variations have been explained in detail 
in the financial statement, and 1 need not enlarge on them further here. 

In the result we anticijKite that we shall close the current year 
with a suiidus of Rs. .'IGA lakhs. Here agmii, let me observe that had 
we Iwxui burdened with our j>rovincial contribution, we would have 
closed with a deficit of Rs. 2iU lakhs. Gur o|x'ning halancp at the j 
l>eginniiig of the year we estimated at Rs. 1,14,73,000. As I have 
already explained, our receipts and expenditure in 10133-24 wefe less 
than we had ahticiiwttMl, and the actual o|x‘ning halance of 1024-25 
was Us. l,20,64,00t). Adding to this the surplus of the current year we 
estimate that we shall have in uur haJances at the close of the current 
year a sum of Rs, 1.66,15,000. I would again rejx'at that these accum- 
ulations are the result of economy, retrenchment, and the remission of 
our provincial contribution. Had our contribution n(»t l)een remitted, 
all the efforts that we have made in the i>ast thrt'e years would not have 
sufficed to enable us to balance our budget and l>e free from debt. 

In the coming year we have perforce to make provision for our 
c 4 )ntribution to the Central Revenues. We have again represented to 
the Government of India the necessity — the vital necessity — for the 
permanent remission of that Contribution. In doing so we have not 
abated our claim for an entire revision of the Meston Settlement, 
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bot pending such a levision we contend that the continued remission 
of the contribution is vital to the needs of the Province. We cannot 
go on marking time and allowing the proceeds of our new taxation to he 
swallowed up merely in maintaining the normal wants of the administra- 
.tion without making any progress or developmfni. The necessity for 
this remission will be abundantly clejir from the facts 1 have already 
given regarding the current and past years. Had we to pay our contri- 
bution, 'we should have l)een heavily in deficit. This is still more con. 
firmed by the estimates for the coming year, and I now turn to the 
budget fof 1925-26. 

. In the coming year I anticipate a total revenue, Inclusive of loan 
(operations, of Rs. 10,55,11,000, an increase of about Rs. lOJ lakhs 
on the reviscnl estimate of the current year. When members of Council 
pmceed to examine the details they will at once Iw struck by the fact 
that I have placed the excise revenue at R.s. 17 lakhs in excess of 
the figure for the ♦cum*nt year, and I have no doubt that we 
shall again hear the cry that (Jovernmeiit is ejtploiting the vice 
of drink and drugs to secure revenue. The figures are, however, 
capable of explanation. It is tnie that we do anticipate larger revenue 
from this source. Thanks to im})roved means of administration, 
we anticipate an incren.se of al>out Rs. 5 lakhs from the ordinar>’ 
sources of excise reveni^*. The difference bt*tween this and 
the figure of R.s. IT lakhs which rejjresents the total antici[)iited increase 
is the result of a reviscMl system of necounting. Hitherto w'e have 
fihown in t] <« nn eipts under tlie head ** Exciw' the gain from the 
t»al e-proceeds of o[num — this lieing the difference lK*twe«*n the price 
paid to the (rovernment of India for the ojMinn and the rtHxnpts 
obtained by us. With tin* separation of Provincial and IVntral Accounts 
following on the Reforms we are now showing the total receipts from 
the sale of opium on the receipt sidt^ of the binlget and the exjHUiditure, 
that is the price we to the (lovemment of India, (in the ex[)en. 
dituso side. Thi.s ac'counts for the increase in the figure of receipts 
nexl year and it will bo ulwerved that there is a corresjioiiding increase 
on the ex{xmditurc' side. 

I have said that we exi>ect an increase of al>out 5 lakhs in the 
cwdinary course. In this romuM tion I should like to quote some figures 
to indicate the result of our Excise |K>liry, a policy whicdi has consis- 
tently been the restriction of the facilities for supply consistently 
with adequate control and safeguards against illicit traffic. Opium 
is rather a prominent que.stion at the prcMwni time. Now*, in 1913-14 
ihe consumptiem of this drug in Bengal amounted to 68,405 seem, in 
1923-24 the figure was 39,917 seers. In Oalcutta itself in the same 
pericsl consumption has been reduced from 21,268 seers to 12,000 ae^s. 
These are striking figures, which we attribute to the policy consis- 
tently followed in reducing facilities for supply, in restricting the 
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limits of possession and in keeping np the price. It is interesting^ in 
this connection to note that many of our local Advisory Boards show 
a marked disinclination towards reducing the facilities for^ obtaining 
opium and direct their activities more towards abolishing ganja and 
country spirit shops, t And I may mention tiat we have at 
Iiresent under consideration a Bill in regard to opium-smoking of a 
very drastic character which we propose to put before the Council 
at an early date. The figures relating to country spirit and ganja are 
no less striking. The consumption of country' spirit in 1913-14 waa 
822,971 gallons, in 1923-24 621,183 gallons, a decrease of 200,000 gallons. 
The consumption of ganja fell from 118,449 seers in 1913-14 to 66,619 
seers in 1923-24. I may add that we are considering the introduction of 
the tree-tax system in tari — the fixed fee system has Wn found unwork- 
able and better control will Iw* obtaine<l under the proposed new system. 
Another feature of some interest in this department is the extended manu- 
facture of commercial alcohol. This is very satisfactory’ in view of 
the severe competition of imiK>rted commercial spirit. 

The other main increase we anticipate in our revenues comes from 
Stamps. Trade conditions are improving and we should secure more 
Wnefit fnmi our enhanced taxation in the coming year. Wo -^expect 
also to get an increased assignment from the Government of India 
in resiKjct of unified stamps. The present assignment does not 
ttd(Hiuatoly express the revenue really dJe to the Government of 
Bengal IVom the sale of such stamps for provincial transactions. I 
do n(ft think we shall he far wrong in ex|>ecting an increase 
of Rs. 10 lakhs over the figure for the current year. 

Head ** XIII — Irrigation Works ** for which Capital Accounts are 
kept shows a debit receipt in the coming year. I shall explain this 
later when dealing with the expenditure side, as the operations are 
largely in the nature of exjwnditure which is set off against the 
receipts. 

The variations in the other heads of our revenues are of a minor 
character and have been explained in the financial statement. In the 
r(*sult our estimate for the coming year is Rs. 10,55,11,000, an 
increase of Rs, 10,54,000 over the revised of the current year. If we 
exclude loan operations our ordinary’ receipts are Rs. 10,45,16,000, 
which is Rs. 13,63,000 in excess of the current year’s figure as revised. 

Turning to expenditure, it was a criticism of last year’s budget 
debate that it was a budget with no [mlicy behind it. To some extent^ 
1 admitted this and attributed it in part to the fact that the Ministers 
had assumed office only a few days before the preparation of the budget 
and could hardly have been expected to frame a policy and famish 
new schemes in accordance with that policy for inclusion in the budget. 

I alto referred to the fact that by the procedure which we followed 
it was left to the Members of Government to explain the policy after 
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the Members of Council had discussed the budget merely on the facts 
presented by me and before they had had an opportunity erf being 
informed of the policy of each department. In regard to thia 
latter point, i^e hjre now decide<l to revert to the prooedurOr 
which we followed some years ago, by which Members of Government 
introduce the particular budget heads relating to the departments 
in their charge and elucidate more fully their policy and the 
projKJsals for which they will next month put forward demands. This 
introduction will be made after I have concluded my remarks, and 
when members proceed to discuss the budget next wec»k, they will thus 
he in possession of much more detailed information as regards the 
policy and the propf>sals of the various departments. I shall myself 
deal with the Transferred Departments, and I proixise to sjwak on 
them be^fore I sit down — elalH)rating at somewhat grwiter length than 
I would otherwise have done in the ordinary course of presenting the 
budget. I have referred to the fact that lust year the Ministers hml 
little or no time to frame a policy or frame schemes l>eft>re the prepani- 
tiou of the budget. This ywir there are of course no Ministers and 
conse<iuently no policy can put forward by Ministers 

lesiKWisible to the Council. There is, however, a policy 
behind the budget for the year 1925-‘JG. The policy and profKJsals 
in the Transferrxjd I)ei>artments an* those of His Excellency the 
Govenior himself, who is iio\^ administering the Transferrtxl Depart- 
ments - responsible neither to the (Vmncil nor to the Secn*tary of 
•State— but I venture to think that the proposals which wdll Im^ put 
forward will be acceptable to the Council, and will met*t with 
the concurrence of any Ministers who may 1 k» apiwiinted. 

The propf>salH for ex|H*nditure for whi(*h provision has l>een inserted 
in the budget, as 1 now present it, cmitemplate an exjienditurt^ of 
Rs. which is Rs. b^T) lakhs Iwyond the n^ vised estimate 

of the current year and about Rs. 89 lakhs over and above our revenue. 
These •figures may astonish the Council — Rs. lli(> lakhs more than thif 
current year and Rs. 89 lakhs beyond our income. Well, we have, aa 
I have already explained, to provide for Hs. 68 lakhs towards our jirovin- 
cial contributi(m. We have to do tins accx)r[iiDg to the IK^volution 
Rules. Then there is the normal expansion due to the in( rementii 
of salaries, etc,, partly as a consequence of the derision on the Lee 
Commission Report, and finally there are proposals for new expendilun** 
amounting to Rr. 58f lakhs. This pew expenditure we are able to meet 
because of the accumulations in our balances to which I have already 
alluded. The new expenditure is almost entirely of a non-recurring' 
character, only about Rs. 9 lakhs being in the nature of a pennaiieni 
charge. But I desire here to emphasise one point and that is that 
if we do not secure the remiasion of our provincial contribution^ all 
this exi)endituie will not be poaaible and we shall have to reconsider 
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the poflition. We have, however, made this provision in the hope that^ 
this remission will continue : otherwise it will be necessary to conserve 
our resources in order to meet the deficit that would be caused by the 
c<^ntinued payment of this contribution. Let rpe here explain our 
financial ijosition as il^would l)e if we incurred no new expenditure. As 
regards officers under the new time-scales of i)ay we have with more 
experience got on to more accurate estimates and generally the estimate 
of exjwnditure at which we have now arrived represents, I think, 
fairly accurately the cost of the administration of the Province on 
the existing restricted lines. Budgetting for the ordinary activities 
of the Province and including our provincial contribution we have 
arrived at a figure of ex|)enditure of lls. 10,78,23,000. This is exclu- 
sive of loan operations. This figure does not however provide for 
normal expenditurtj on j)ublic works because it only allows for expendi- 
ture on works in progress and makes no provision for any new works. 
But taking this figure our ordinary ex[)cnditure to carry on the adminis- 
tration representi< an excess of Rs. 33 lakhs over our income — in other 
wonls by the payment of our provincial contribution the budget is a 
deficit one to the extent of Rs. 33 lakhs. It would Im? coinsiderably more 
in deficit if the normal figure for expenditure on public works were 
included. That is our position — Rs. 33 lakhs in deficit — and we should 
have to conserve our Iwlances to meet the^payinent of that sum annually 
until our i>osition improved or we securenl complete remission. It is for 
this reason that the proj^osed new expenditure must be treated for the 
moment as provisional. But we hojH* that t>ur contribution will not be 
levied again and that we shall be able, subject to the concuiTence of 
the Council in voting the amounts for the various new scheme.s, to 
carry them out to completion. 

'Fhese new schemes are set out in the explanations given in the 
finaneial statement, but as last year I pn»i>os<* to refer briefly to the » 
more important schemes the various Mem hers- in -charge will deal more 
fully with them in introducing the various heads of the budget, and 
again following last year’s procedure, I shall take under the main 
departmental heads the portions of the Civil Works Budget which 
appertain to those de])arliuonts. In dealing with the various de|xirt- 
inents I shall also touch on any imimrtant variation which affects 
the budget prevision as distinct from the new schemes which will be 
met from the Rs. 58A lakhs to which I have referred. 

Let me first take the subjects on the Reservetl Side. 

Under I^and Revenue there is an increase over this year’s revised 
estimate of about Rs. 7 lal^. Of this Rs. 3} m due to a change 
in the system of accounting in regard to the payment of cesses 
from Government estates. Hitherto this has been debited against the 
management and improvement grant of Government estates to 
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the extent of the difference between the demand and the recoveries of 
•such cesses. In future this charf^ will not proceed ai^inst this (P"ant» 
and while the cesses payable will be debitable to the provision for 
the management of*Governmcnt estates, the n'coveries will be shown 
c;n the receipt side of the budget. An increase to ft somewhat correspond- 
ing extent can be observed under the Revenue hea«l. Sun*ey and 
Settlement show a normal increase due to the tlevelopment of existing 
operations. 

On Forests there will l)e less expenditure. In the current year 
there were special jirovisions for development and tliese are not required 
in the coming year. 

I have already referred to the fact that the IWeipt head ** XIIT — 
Irrigation, Navigation and Drainage Works for which capital accounts 
are kept ” shows a iniyiux figure. This particular head refers to pro- 
jects, the receipts and expenditure of which are treated on a commer- 
cial basis, and the budget figure represents the net revenue — that is 
gross receipts less working expenses. In the coming year although a 
slight increase in revenue is ex|MM*tetl, working ex|>i‘nses on the other 
hand will 1 k‘ considerably in excess of the current year’s figure. These 
working exjHMises include “ Extensions and imprervement " us well us 
Muintenarice and lej.airs#. Three important improvements are 
intended — the reconstruction thr«»e bridges — the Duin-Duin bridge 
over the Circular Canal and the Alipore and Tollygunge Bridges over 
Tolly’s Nulla. Ihe charges of these reconstruct ions are shared by the 
Calcutta IniproveiiU‘nt Trust, the Calcutta Coqsiration and (iovem- 
inent. rnder “ Repairs and maintenance ” much IcM'way has to 
be made up. Expenditure has been kept down in recent years— - partly 
becaus<* of financial stringency and partly because the Council refusal 
to vole supplies. It is inijs^rative that no further deterioration Im‘ allow- 
ed in some of the more im|s)rtan( channels of communication, and we 
Rliulbhave to sptMid mfw*e than Rs. 2 lakhs over this year’s figure to 
ch^ar the clmnnels and maintain steamer communications. Naturally 
with thi< extra wu>rk cstablishnu*!!! churg<*s must also increa.s^* consi- 
derably. 

On the exiMmditure side, under the head ** Irrigation expenditure 
fiinanced from ordiiiar> revenue ” there is an increase next year over 
the revised estimate of the current year of Rs. .} lakhs. The increase 
I is primarily under new’ works, with a consequent increase in ostablish- 
‘ ment charges. Rujwes 2,90,000 has been provided for continuing the 
work of remodelling the Hoorhoora Khal^ Ks. 1,09,(KK) for retiring and 
widening the Bujtj Khal, Rs. IT, 000 for surveys on the Damodar 
Embanlment, in the Nadia rivers and in the Burdwan and Bankura 
districts and Rs. 25,000 for the Amirabad Drainage project. There are 
also a few new works of somewhat minor importance. 
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Heads 16 and 65 of the Expenditure Budget go together. This hae 
been explained in some detail in the paragraph of the Financial State- 
ment relating to Head 55 as I have already stated, and I do not propose 
to enlarge here on the technicalities of the budget in regard to thia 
expenditure. If the asplanation given in the Financial Statement is* 
not quite dear to any one, it will be much easier to explain it across 
the table. I desire here to mention only what is being done. This 
year we are widening the Madaripur Bhil route and dredging the 
Lower Kumar river at a cost of Rs. ^ lakhs, and there has been some 
expenditure on dredging operations in the Bidyadhari. Next year it 
is proposed to spend Rs. 1,55,000 on widening, dredging and improving 
and there is thus a considerable drop in the expenditure next year. 

The General Administration Budget is Rs. 6} lakhs over that of the 
revised of the current year. This is accounted for partly by the fact 
that provision has been made for Ministers at the full salary hitherta 
paid. This provision follows past practice but is of course liable to 
change should there l>e any alteration in the number of Ministers- 
Then there is the inclusion of a sum of Rs. 8^1,000 for the appoint- 
ment of Circle Officers for the furtherance of the policy for the develop- 
ment of village self-government. This is a recurring item of expendi- 
ture and although it appetirs in the budget under a reserved head, it 
is really in the interests of the transferr^l department of Local Self- 
Government. Again, we have had to provide the full amount for 
the Ijegislative Council in anticipation of a renewal of its normal 
activities. These variation.s U)gether with the usual normal expansion 
of the department, increments of salaries and the like, account for the 
total increase in the budget provision. There are certain provisions in 
the Civil Works Budget which may appropriately be alluded to here, as 
they refer to buildings necessary for the general administration of the 
Province on the magisterial and revenue side. Among these are new 
Subdivisionol Court buildings at Siliguri — the former buildings were 
destroyed by fire last year; an extension of the Dacca CoUectorate to 
provide accommodation for the office of the Superintendent of Police, 
and on extension of the Subdivisional Court buildings at Netrakona in 
the Mymensingh district — also a subdivisional office with sub-treaaury 
and giiard room at Gopalganj. It is also pro|)oeed to construct quartert 
for officers at Netrakona, Chandpur and Patuakhali. 

There is a slight increase over the revised estimate in the provision 
under Administration of Justice, but the figure is considerably below 
that originally entered in the budget of 1924-25. A sum of Rs. 1,88,000 
of new expenditure, involving an ultimate expenditure of Rs. 3^ lakhs,, 
has been provided in the Civil Works Budget to meet a long-felt want 
in the matter of Civil Court buildings and residences for Mnnsifs. New 
Munsifis are proposed at Chandpur, Rajhari, Munshiganj, and addi- 
tions and alterations to the Civil Court buildings at Mymensingh, 
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Basgpur and Chittagong, and residences for Munsifs at Chikandi and 
Baiganj. 

The Jails Budget provides for the ordinary administration and the 
£guree are baaed op past experience. A new item is a provision of 
•Rs. 18,000 for tube wells in the Hijli Jail, and provision has also*been 
made for the maintenance of persons restrained and ^confined in the jails 
under the provisions of Ordinance I of 1924. 

The Police Budget is about Its. 3 lakhs in excess of the revised esti- 
mate of the current year. The additional expenditure is due partly to 
the increase in pay consequent on the report of the Lhk* Commission, 
and partly to rather larger provision for Travelling lUTowance but 
chiefly to the increased expenditure required for the additional U?mpo- 
raiy establishment which it havS l>een found ne<!essary' to entertain to 
deal with the great increase in work that has resulted from the activities 
of the revolutionary jiarty. In the Civil Works Budget Us. 40, (XK) 
have been allotted for the construction of barracks for marritxl con- 
stables in the Jalpaiguri jKdice lines. A sum of Ks. 8J lakhs has also 
been provided towards the c-arrying out of the Calcutta Police buildings 
scheme, lliis scheme, it may Ix' rememlK»r(Hl, was before tho (k>uncil 
last August, and although the need for improved buildings wns 
generally admitted, the Council rejected the scheme on other grounds. 
I shall l(Mive it to the Hon’ We Memlier in charge of the Police* Doimrt- 
ment to deal more jmrticularly with this (piestion, but I may say that 
it is projK)sed to recoup this and any further exiwnditure from the loan 
which it is hop(‘d to take if our contribution to the Central Revenues 
is remitted. 

The Education Reserved l)e[mrtment have made provision for expen- 
diture on ordinary lines and in conformity with the Ccale of Eurofiean 
Schools. The only new item is tho provision of Rs. G1,000 for the 
Entally'HIrphanage. This Orphanage provides for between 400 and 600 
ori>htvn children who are absolutely destitute. The central building of 
this Orphanage, which wjis erected in 1H59, has been condemned a% 
dangerous for human habitation. One hundred and seventeen children 
belonging to the Orphanage have had to evacjuate the premises and are 
at present being lodged in other dormitories which are already full. 
The result is that these I IT cbildren have to sleep on the floor on 
mattresses brought in each night and taken out each morning. In some 
oases these cbildren have had to sleep under the beds of other children. 
The cost of rebuilding the central block is estimated to be Rs. 1,22,000. 
The committee of management are prepared to raise half the eitimaied 
cost from private sources and Government propose to provide the other 
half. 

The Council will doubtless be more interested in seeing what is 
to be done in the Transferred Departments. His Excellency has 
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had no Ministers to advise him and he has therefore had to proceed 
cautiously realising* that Ministers may again be appointed and be 
responsible with him for the administration in 1925-26 erf the funds 
provided for Transferred subjects. Some of the proposals are not yet 
fully determined ; they have been accepted in principle by Government 
but have not been worked out in full detail or adopted by local autho-‘ 
rities, and therefore though the provisions in the budget for some of the 
schemes may appear small, they represent only the exi>enditure in the 
initial stages, the amount only that can be. spent in 1925-26. Larger 
and perhaps gradually increasing provision will be required in succeed- 
ing years. 

The Council will i*emoml)er that last year Mr. Das put forward 
a constructive proposal of development and they were subsequently 
informed that I was in touch with him over one particular pi^oposal. 
That projK>sal had reference to the public health establij^iment of 
local authorities in the districts, primarily District Boards. The 
proposal was in its essentials on lines which ha<l l)een worked out some 
time ago by our Director of Public Health. I at once put 
Dr. Bentley on to Mr. Da.s’ suggested scheme and when memlx'rs of 
the Council look into the budget, they will find under the liead of Public 
I Health a sum of Rs. 1,25,000, a recurring item, for subsidies to District 
' Boards for the creation of public health organisations. The sum may 
appear small, but as I have said, this is dbly the amount that is likely 
to be spent during 1925-26. The stdieme will shortly be placed l>efore 
District Boards for their opinkm and if it is accepted many details 
will have to l>e workinl out before the establishm<*nt can Ix' aji}>ointe<l. 
Wo do not ex|x»ct that this will be finishiMl till later on in the year, 
and constHiuently District Boards will not have to incur mucli exp(*n- 
diture d\iring 1925-26. But we realise that it will involve much 
heavier exf)enditure in the future. It is of course possible that this 
sum may he exeeeded during the eoming year, hut I do not think that 
then^ should Ik* any difficulty in enhancing the provision later on in 
the year, parovided our prcnincial contribution is remitted, I may 
mention here that the District Boanl of the 24-Parganas are about to 
embark on u scheme of this kind, and Government have already decided 
to make a grant of Rs. 25,000 to this Boanl in 1925-26 to assist them 
in setting up a public health organisation in the district. TEis is of 
course subject to the Council passing the provision in the budget, but 
I am sure the Council will agree with Government that everj* encourage- 
ment should be given to local bodies in their etforls in this direction. 
It is the hope of Government that other District Boards will follow this 
highly creditable action on the part of the District Board of the 24- 
Parganas. 

I have mentioned this particular question of public health organisa- 
tions here as a separate item, as an indication that we are not slow 
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(altJlough the working out may be a slow proeess) to consider proposals 
which are put before ms by members of this Council. And that we 
are not unmindful of the Transferred Departments, and are fully anxiooe 
to do what we can to meet their wants, will be evidenced from the various 
schemes for w’hich \fe have made provision, to which I shall now refer 
under the appropriate heads. May 1 here int^ject that of the new 
expenditure proposed, nine lakhs is recurring, the balance non-recurring. 
We cannot provide more recurring expenditure until the remission of 
our annual contribution is assiire<l — it may be dithcult to meet even 
this expenditure if we have to pay our contribution und tlie matter may 
demand re-examination. Now, with two trifling exceptions the whole 
of this recurring expenditure is for the lienefit of the Transferred 
Departments. I include in this tho provision for circle officers -which 
appears in the General Administration budget, u rcsen'od head—aa 
these officers are iutendwl primarily for the administration of tnins- 
ferred subjects. 

Tjet me revert to the budget heads in their order. Excise shows an 
increase which is due to the reasons I have explained, r»c., the debit of 
the total amount }myable to the Government of India for opium HUplditnl 
for the Requirements of the Presidency. 

E<luration is the chief spending department on ilie transferretl si(lo 
and the Education Budget, tjjc ('ouncil will Ik* gald to hear, is nearly 
7 lakhs in excess of the provisi<»n of the <’urrent year. iih the excep- 
tion of Public Works, this branch of our activities lias stHumul the 
biggest share irj the distribution of new' expenditure. Last year it will 
Im‘ renienilH*red that tlnue was consjdenihle rnti<iHm Immuum* we liad 
made no provi.siori in the Budget for assistance to the (*alcutta Univer- 
sity, aiid it was 4 *xplaine<l that this was liecause we were ihM in jkjsws- 
sion oi‘ infonnation to the extent erf the relit'f re(|uired. Imter 
in the year we put forward a supplementary demand and eventually a 
grant orKs. 2,d0,0()0 was niaile to the f^niversity. This grant 
was intended to cover the deficit then existing in the University's 
finances. The qiiesticni of giving further assistance to the University 
by a recurring grant which would cover the gap Is^tw'een revenue and 
expenditure — a gap on tjje wrong side — remained for consideration. 
The extent of this gap is still under examination by tho Universitv 
authorities and until they have arrived at their conclosions it will 
not be possible to say how far assistance from provincial revenues is 
required. Assistance Government are prepared to give, and although 
we are not aware as to the actual extent Up whiili it will be recpiired 
we have reason to believe that it will not exceed two lakhs, and we bav« 
inserted a provision of that amount in the budget. 

There are many educational problems relating to secondary and 
primary education. One of the most important and perhaps the most 
urgent is the pay of teachers in non-Govemment secondary 
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schools. Let me aseaie the Council that we all 83 rmpathi 8 e wit^ the 
position of these ill-paid teachers and desire to assist in improving their 
position. To that end we have made a recurring provision of three 
lakhs which we think will go a considerable way towards ameliorating 
the conditions under^ which they serve. The scBbme still requires to 
be completed in detail in consultation with local authorities, and the 
Education Department will probably not be in a position to require 
more than this sum before the 31 st March 1926. We, of course, realise 
that this is but a beginning and that in future years this provision will 
have to be considerably increased. In primary education it is encourag- 
ing to find that Mr. Biss' scheme is making steady if slow progress. 
As the Council is no doubt aware, the Government have undertaken to 
meet half the cost, recurring and non-recurring, of introducing schemes 
for primary education on the lines of Mr. Biss’ report, where the 
local authorities undertake to meet the other half either from their 
own funds or by levying an education cess. The annual provision 
of Its. 75,000 will now be fully utilised in meeting recurring 
liabilities on a/*count of schemes already sanctioned. Side by side 
with Mr. Biss’ scheme we are carrying on the Panchayati 
Union ftchimje. Tender this scheme grants are made to District Boards 
to enable them to establish one primary school in ever>" Panchayati 
Union in the Province. Of 7,012 unions in the Province, 3,394 have 
already been provided with scho{)ls. The .^um of one lakh which has been 
allotted for this puri><>«e will enable District Boards to construct 100 
additional schools. Another item of new ex|»enditure is a building 
grant to the Church Missionary Society High Schotd at Garden Reach. 
This school caters for the educational nwHls of a large Moslem ix>pula- 
tion and is doing excellent work in a backward locality where there is 
no other good school. It is also projweed to convert the existing horse 
bus service for the Bethune College into a motor bus service. This 
scheme will effect an economy in recurring expenditure as th^ runnings 
of ‘the motor bus sendee will cx)st practicjilly Rs. 2, 000 'a year less than 
the present horse bus service. In all we have provided nearly 'Rs. 8 
lakhs of new expenditure in aid of E<lucation. 

In the Education jiort of the Civil Worljp Budget we have made 
provision for a hostel for Muhammadan students at the Chittagong 
College and a Hindu hostel for students of the Krishnagar College. 
We also propose to extend the Muhammadan hostel attached fo the 
Baraset Government High School and construct new dormitories for 
Dr. Khastgir’s High School for Girls at Chittagong. Repairs to the 
Jagannath Intermediate College building and host^ is the only other 
educational work in this part of the CSvil Works Budget. 

The Medical Budget for 1925-36 approximates to that for the current 
year, but is three lakhs in excess of the revised figure. Lunatic asylums 
are responsible. As I have already exfdained, the lull provision in this 
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year’s budget was not required to pay Bihar and Orissa for the the con- 
struction of the Central Mental Hospital for Indians at Ranchi. The 
hospital is existed to be ofvned in 1925-26. and we shall have to pay 
our own contributions not only for the building but also for funiilure 
and equipment, and* there will also be the char>|^‘s for nuiinteimnce as 
well as for transferring the lunatics <‘onfined in our asylums to Ranchi. 
We have also agreed to pay in 1925-26 three haJf-yeirly contributions 
to the European Mental Hospital instead of two as hitherto) in order 
to avoid interest charges on a loan. This asylum must have a large 
w’orking capital and this was originally provided by a loan frf)m (Vnti*nl 
Revenues. With contributing provinces jxiying their cominitmeniH 
in advance, it will l)e ijossible to avoid interest charges on such a loan. 
In future years there will of course be only two payments. 

The‘i>rovision made last year for encouraging local bo<lies to increase 
the numln'r cii thana and village dis}iensaries is re[)eated. There has 
l>een an encouraging resisjnse iVom local Ijodies to the offer made some 
time ago by (lovernment , viz,, a grant of Its. 500 ixu* annum in the 
' case of each thana disj)ensar>' and Hs. 250 jM‘r annum in tlie t'aw» of 
village disiM'nsaries. The full amount of the Government allotment lias, 
however, so far not been utilised as there is a very definite limit to the 
increased charges f<r medical ex|HUidituro which local kidies cun incur 
from their own funds. The cni^ation of a public health organisation with 
sub-assistant surgeons in charge of each publics health circle— if this 
flcheme receives the sup[K>rtof local Inidies — will add enormously to the 
facilities for obtaining medical attendance which the fixiwl disjienHtirv 
system only partially provides, while at the .same time tin* jireventivo 
work of the new staff should help apiireciably towards the rtHlu(*dion 
of di.sea.se. 

As regards medical scIkkiIs, full provision has been made for the 
Mymensiagh Medical School. Government, I may say. anxious to 
provide additional facilities for medical educ’ation outside ('uJeutta — 
partly in the hope that an increased output of students with tho sub- 
a-ssistant surgeon’s qualification may ultimatoJy lead to the settlement 
of a large number of dmdors in their native districts, although the 
rewards of private practice may be mmiest. If the fiublic health 
organisation scheme is taken up by the bM*ai bcslies, who may add, m 
time goes on, to the minimum staff which GfA'cnjimuit now desire to 
create, an appreciable numlier of ojienings will l)e prt>vided for roim 
qualifying from local schools. Schemes for the establishment of new 
medical schools are actually under consideration, hut the local proposals 
have not yet in any case reached a stage at which Government may 
make any definite promise of financial assistance. 

In the Civil Works Budget we have provided nearly Its. 2 lakhs on 
medical projects, the most important of which is a hostel for the 



104 


INTRODUCTION OF THE BUDGET [19th Feb. 


students of the Honaldshay Medical School at Burdwan at a cost of 
over Rs, IJ lakhs. 

Continu'ing the policy of assisting the Transferred Departments in 
so far as we are able from our resources and in sp far as a policy can 
and has been determined— we have allotted increased sums for certain 
Public Health purposes. The total budget grant is less than that of the 
current year; this is entirely due to the fact that local municipalities 
have no schemes in readiness towards which they desire Government 
assistance. Last year there were eight local authorities for whom 
grants were provided to assist in schemes of water-supply and drainage. 
In the coming year there are also eight but several are of a petty 
character, and instead of having to provide about Rs. 8 lakhs 
as we did last year the demand in the coming year is oniy 
Rs. 2J lakhs. There is one item which to all appearanc^e seems 
petty, but it is really an item of great importance. I refer to the provL 
sion of Rs. 1,000 as a grant towards the Bhatpara sewerage scheme. 
This schemo is estimated to cost Rs. 18 lakhs and should improve in a 
striking degree the sanitary conditions of this imiK>rtant industrial 
centn^. The mill-owners are contributing Rs. 11 J lakhs and the muni- 
cipality Rs. 50,000 to the .scheme, and Government propose ta 
contribute the remaining third. For the moment, We propose to ask 
the (’ouncil merely to vote Rs. 1,0(K) out of this total grant of 
Rs. 0 lakhs wdth the full knowledge that tliey thereby commit themselve.s 
to the full grant of Rs. 0 lakhs when the Rs. 12 lakhs now in the han(|s 
of the local conunittee has lK*en exjHmded. It is obviously impossible 
for the municiimlity and the mill authorities to proceed to s|K*rid their 
contribution.^ unless they are first satisfied that they will receive the 
usual Government grants of one-third when the funds now in their hands 
have been exhausted. I should have liked to have seen the total Budget 
provision for l^ublic Health at last year’s figure, l)ut even as it is, we 
have made a considerable advance. I have already referred to ^he schem<^ 
for public health organ i.sat ions in the districts. Another question of 
great importauoe is that of the rural water-supply and I am pleased to be 
able to tell the Council that we have increa.sed the provision from 
Rs. 50,000 in tho present year to Rs. 2* lakhs in the coming year. 
A .scheme by which Government will cxvoperate with local authorities 
in imprming the water-supply of the Pnwince has been elaboratetl 
and will be placed before District Boards very shortly. In furtherance 
of that scheme we anticipate that not more than Rs. 2* lakhs will 
be requirwi next year and we have accordingly provided for this 
amount. But I must |>oint out that Government aasistance in this 
matter is aftet all merely an earnest of Government's desire to stimulat^^ 
local authorities in their endeavours to oc^ with thi.s urgent problem. 
It is dear that an adequate supply of good water can never be 
supplied if the local people and local authorities rely mainly on 
Government .subsidies. The real hope, in our opinion, lies in the 
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rapid expansion of Union Boards, the members of which will have 
a direct personal interest in making good the deficiencies of their local 
water-supply. 

As regards kala-ajar, promising results have already Wen obtained. 
Ijocal bodicvs have interested themselves in orgjibising anti-knla-a*ar 
measures and there has been a gratifying increase in the numl)er of cases 
treated. The policy of Government is to encourage local bodi€*s, to 
employ special kala-azar doctors, and also to train dispensary officers 
in the technique of diagno.sis and the latest methods of tix^atment. 
Grants have been made to voluntaiy' organisations who have done 
useful work in extending facilities for treatment in various parts of 
Bengal. 

As regards anti-malarial measures, Government for the moment 
rely larj^ely on the Central Anti-malarial Co-oj)erative Society, of 
which Rai Bahadur Dr. G. C. Chatterji is the moving spirit, in 
enlightening the villagers as to the nature of the disease and the 
method <»f infection: most useful work has Wen done by the Society 
in organising branch societies by miMins of the subsidies jdaeed at 
Rai Bahadur I>r. G. C. Chafterji’s disposal by Government. His 
societies 'are based on the co-oiierative principle and their accounts 
are subject to audit. 

The only new provisions uKder Agriculture proper in the Agricul- 
ture Budget are U.s. L^0,000 for measures for the eradication of the 
water-hyacinth, and Hs. ti,(}00 odd for investigation into the i»OHHibilitie« 
of iini)roving the date sugar industry in Bengal. Kffect has been given 
after very full and detailed consideration t(» the reconitnendations of 
the Retrenchment Coniniitlee in so far as they were found pos-iible in 
accordance with the determined policy of Government, but provision 
has of course to be made for the increments of salaries and normal 
expansion 4 feijerally, uml tbe Budget stands .«omewbat higher than ho«t 
year. The provision of Ks. 25,00t) f(r exfiemlitun* on water- hyacinth 
operations is n(>t really a new charge. In the (’urrent year's budget 
there is a provision of Rs. 4,500 for the pur|KM»e. The water- hyacd nth 
pest has become a sc^rious menace to Bengal. It not only imjK*des 
navigation but has Wcome a positive dangi*r to cultivation. The ex[M^ri- 
ments undertaken by the Agricult urr* Department with Griffiths' spray 
have established the efficacy of the spray in destroying the weed, hut 
further investigations and exjM*rimcnt«, which arc* Dccessar>* Wforo it 
can be applied on a large scale, are being now carried on. The task 
of eradic^ating the pest, however, is of such magnitude that it is 
impossible for Goveniment alone to undertake it with success. Much 
therefore dejjends on the co-operation of the public, local Wdies, and 
other organisations for tbe success of a campaign against this plant. 
With this end in view, a committee consisting of officials and non- 
officials has been formed for devising measures for combating the evil. 
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As regards the scheme for the investigation of the possibilities of 
improving the date>sugar industry in Bengal, it may be noted that 
experiments in this direction have been undertaken for some time past! 
Provision for an expert officer for this purpose was made in the budget 
for 1922-23, but owjfig to the imperative necessity for economy this 
scheme had to be held over. It is now proposed to depute an officer 
of the Chemical Section during the cold weather of 1926-26 to make 
enquiries in localities where date-palms grow in abundance. 

In his speech in the debate on the current year’s budget the 
late Minister (Mr. Ghuznavi) explained in detail the policy under- 
lying the working of the Agriculture Department and it is needless 
to go over the same ground again. It will suffice to say that the same 
policy is being continued so far as funds permit. One of the important 
items in that policy is the establishment of a farm in each district 
for the pur[X)8C5fl of investigation, exfieriment, and demonstration. 
Next year it is proposetl to establish two farms at Krishnagar and 
Malda, and provision for land ac’quisition and the construction of 
buildings has been made under “41 Civil Works.” A farm is also 
propcised in the Chittagong Hill Tracts with special reference to the 
development of cotton cultivation. As indicated in the speetffi of the 
late MinisU^r, steps have Wn taken to run the demonstration section 
of the farms on business lines. The contingent expenditure on the 
farms has also been scrutinised by an Accounts Officer with a 
view to curtailing all avoidable expenditure. The i)roblem of agri- 
cultural education has also been engaging the serious considera- 
tion of Government. A recent conference of officials and non- 
officials, which was called to advise on the matter, has made some 
important recommendations on the subject of agricultural education 
in st'condnry schools. These recommendations are now receiving 
consideration. 

Under Co-oj>erative Credit we have provided the first instalment of 
expenditure on a scheme for entertaining additional staff for Co-opera- 
tive Irrigation works in the Burdwan Division. The total expenditure 
is estimated at Us. 1,14,000. The question of irrigation is of vital 
importance to agriculture in the high lands and comparatively dry tracts 
of Western Bengal. In a country where agriculture is dependent 
on a rainfivll not well distributed throughout the cultivating season, 
the importance of irrigation is obvious. Thanks to the spirit of self- 
help and co-operation of the people and the wise guidance of their 
leatlers, a renjedy for this evil has been found in the re-excavation of 
irrigation tanks and the construction of irrigation works through 
co-operative credit societies. Gratifying progress has already been made 
in the districts of Bonkura and Birbhum in the formation of co-opera- 
tive irrigation societies and their example has spread to the nei|^boar- 
ing districts of Hooghly, Burdwan and Miduapore. On the 31ii 
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January last there were no less than 180 such societies in existence 
in the Western Benijral districts. Approximately 62,000 bijrfias of land 
will be irrif^ated by these sw'ieties, 

. In the Industries Department there are two n^ scJiemes—the first 
is a grant to the Calcutta Blind School for the construction of build- 
ings and purchase of equipment and furniture. This school, apart from 
l^eing in an unsuitable rented house, has been affwtt'd by the opera- 
tions of the Improvement Trust, and it is now intended to build new 
premises at Behala at a total cost of over Rs. U lakhs. The Governors 
have raised substantial funds for this purpo.se and Government projiono 
to give assistance to this scheme to the extent of half a lakh. The 
second is Rs. 43,000 for a new building for the Kanchrapara Twhiiical 
School. The present arrangement under which the hi Ihh)! is held in 
some of Ihe rooms of the Indian Students’ Hostel is unsatisfactory and 
the erection of a new scIukiI building is urgently n‘<piin*<l. W 4 * als<» 
intend to build a Itesearch I^aWratory for the Industrial Chennst 
in proximity to the prennsf’s of the Itewuircli Tannery. This of!ie<»r 
is at present han(iicappe<l in his work in the absence of an indepen- 
dent aijd ,i)roi)erly equippe<l laboratory. Provision for ihe sc'heme hivs 
been made in ihe Civil Works Budget. 

Coming to “ 41 — (’ivil Wcyks ” projw^r we intend to embark on 
schemes estimated eventually to c<^8t about Rs. 14 lakhs, of which we pro- 
pose to s[»c‘nd Rs, 9 lakhs in 1926-26. There are three Hch(*nH»s. The 
first coneerns the Grand I runk Road. This road between Howrah and 
Paltaghat is in p(M>r condition and the attention of Government has 
repeatedly been drawn t(» this both by members of the Council and by 
the public. The bad state of the road i.s due entirely to the narrow 
width of the metalled surface and to heu>y lorr>' traffic. It is now 
proposfHi to increase the inelalbnl w'idth to 24 and in effect other 
improvemebts to the surfacing at a cost of about Rs. 4 lakhs, of which 
it is proposed to spend Rs. 2 lakhs in 1925-26. The second deals with 
the roads on the Maidan. These compare very unfavourably with the 
asphalted roads of the Calcutta Corporation in (hilcutta, but gradual 
improvements have l>een made by surfacing them with tar-macuduin. 

A gum of Rs, 2,87 ,0(K) has been provided to carry on this work, and it is 
anticipated that this sum will Ik* .sufficient to pave with tar-macadam all 
the roads on the Maidan. except the Red Road and Queensway. This 
improvement will lead to a considerable saving in the cost of mainten- 
ance. The third main sr heme is the Rishi Road Iretween Teesta Bridge 
and Ealimpong. Government have a valuable estate at Kalimpong 
which they are converting into a residential area, but owing to the 
difficulty of access it has not .so far become popular or remunerative. 
There is an existing cart road from the Teesta Valley to Kalimpong, 
but it is narrow and winding and is only fit for bullock carts and 
pai^k animals. The estimated cost of improving the road in order to make 
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it Huitable for pesHengem and vehicles, is Rs. 4,20,000 excluding improve- 
ineiits to the Teesta Bridge, and a sum of Rs. 2,50,000* is proposed to- 
be spent on thi.s work in 1925-26. The execution of this work, together 
with improvements to the Teesta Bridge, will afford easy communica- 
tion between Kalimflbng and the plains, and it is expected that this 
will result in a considerable addition to the rerei|>ts from Government 
estates. Two smaller projfvts are the rebuilding of the bridge over 
the Haridaspur khal on the (/alcutta-.Tessore Road and the realignment 
of the Buxa Forest Road from Alipur-Duars to Rajabhatkhwa. A new 
subdivisional office and a residence for the Public Works Depaitment 
ofliccu’ at Kalimpong are also set down for construction in 1925-26. 
Lastly a reserve of Rs. 50,000 has been provided to pay the Government 
shore of certain contribution works, including the Duars roads, and 
to meet unforseen charges in road work now in progress. , 

Turning to our loan programme we expect to recover in 1925-26 
ft.s. 8,08,000 in rejrayment of advancpss made to agriculturists, co-opera- 
tive societies, municipalities and di8tri<“t boards together with loans 
under the Drainage and Embankment Act. Next year we propose 
to lend Rs. 7,00,000, including Rs. 1.00,000 for loans to co-operative 
irrigation societies, Rs. 90,000 for loans to weaving and widustrial 
unions and societies, Rs. 2,25,000 for advances to agriculturi.sts under 
the Land Improvement and Agricultural lioans Act and Rs. 2,49 000 
to municipalities and district board.s. 'rfiis last item is made up almost 
entirely of a loan of Rs. 2,00,000 to the Dacca M ijni(‘ij>ality for their 
sewerage scheme. ^Fhore are certain other schemes for which we 
should like to liorrow, but until wo are on a sound financial basis and 
have secured the remission of our (*ontributi(ui, we are not in a |x>sition 
as the Gouncil will have realised from what 1 have said, to In^ar the 
charges of any loan. If our c/intribution is waived, pro[»o8al.s for 
born>wing will jmt before the Founcil in the rains session. 

I’here is little under the other heads requiring comment from me^. 
They aix^ dealt with at sufficient length in the financial statement. I 
mav refer, however, to the eijienditure in England by the ITigli Com- 
mis.sioner, which shows ah increase of Rs. 8 lakhs. This is due to the 
fact that we anticipate a larger number of officers on leave tliis year, 
while overseas pay, following on the recommendations of the I^ee (kim- 
mission, will now l>e jmid in England. This must swell the High Com- 
missioner’s budget, hut at the same time the other various budget heads 
are less than they would otherwise have been, by the transfer from 
them to the heail of “ Expenditure in England ”, of the amounts pay- 
able as overseas allowauices. 

I have now given a brief outline of oar programme of new expendi- 
tui'e and of the more uoticeiible variations in the various budget heads, 
and I think the Council will realise that we have not been liackward 
in paying attention to the wants of the transferred departments. The 
Ceuneil will.jierhaps, desire to know how this new expenditure stands 
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in concrete figures as between the reserved and the transfem»d depart* 
auents. The proposed new exjwnditure in 1925*20 is lU. 58J lakhs. 
This includes Rs. 8J lakhs for ('alrutta |K)lice buildings to be eventually 
recouped from a loan. The bolaui'e of Us. 50 lakhs represents exjKMi- 
4iture on schemes which will eventually ^ost on completion 
Rs. 71i lakhs. All the schemes will not be comj)leted in the coming 
ytvir and a certain amount will have to be found in futun* years. In 
making a comparison betwt*en reserve<l and tninsferred departments, 
we must take this figure, the total ultimate expenditurt' of Us. 714 lakhs, 
Now, out of this sum and bdlowing the strictly technii*ul division 
between reserved and transt'erred. Rs. 31 J lakhs have be<‘n allotted totho 
reserved and Rs, 49 lakhs to the transfem*d dejwrtinent.s. This is 
more in favour of the transferred de|mrtments than it st*eras, 
for th^re are some items in tlie re.served budget which are rmdiy 
matters of a traiisfened chanicter. There is the Us. 83. (KM) 
for circle officers for work in the transferred deinirtments, while a go(Hl 
deal of the Irrigation expenditure is connected with }»rohleTns of drain- 
age and sanitation. Then, again, tliere are items sin h as naols, bridges, 
waterworks and a farm (in the (diittagong Hill Tracts) whi«*h find a 
])lace iiv the reserved liudget, h<*cause they are in reserved areas. If 
we exclude the non-recurring item (’ivil Works, the expenditure on 
which is fairly ecjually divided as between re.served and transferred 
defxirtinents — the reserved sfdf* gets under R». 15 lakhs and the traii.s- 
ferred over Rs. 24 lakhs. If we take the exfiendiiure for the year 
1925-2(1 onlv, the figures art' as follows: — Re.sf^m’ed Rs. 20 lakhs, 3 rans- 
ferrcd Its. 294 lakhs; or, e'\('luding ('ivil orks, Rt'served Rs. 7 lakhs, 
Transferred Rs. 174 lakhs. On these figurt‘s we may, 1 think, claim 
credit that Government have heen attending to thi* needs of the trans- 
ferred dei>artinent.s. I wish, and 1 H|it‘ak for my oolleaguf's as well as 
for myself, we could liave done more. But the demands <ff these depart- 
ments ar» so largely of a ( haracter that involves re< urring expendituro 
and jK^rmanent charges on our revenues that it is not |H)ssible for us 
to proceed further until our financial {xisition is settled, un<l that will 
not l>e until, in the first place, w'e secure the renjis-sion of ciur provincial 
contribution. Gur case for such remission is overwhelming. 1 have 
shown that hut for the remission we have enjoyed during the jmst three 
yeais and despite ecenomy, letrenclimc'nt and taxation, wo should have 
been in deficit every' year, in 1922-23 to the extent of nearly Rs. 40 
lakhs, in 1923-24 Rs. 24i lakhs, in the current year Rs. 20J lakhs, 
and if we do not secure a further remi.sshm during the coming year, 
we should, without incurring any new exfienditure at all, lie in deficit 
to the extent of Rs. 30i lakhs. We have approached the Government 
of India with the request that this remission be made (lermanent. To 
that request we have so far had no reply, but we expect that, when the 
Hon’ble the Finance Member of the Government of India presents his 
budget in the Legislative AssemUy, he will make some an noun cement 
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on the subject. To our request there can be but one reply. Our pecu- 
liar financial position has been emphasised from the very beginning- of 
the Reforms. The Joint I^arliamentary Committee commented on the 
peculiar financial difiiculties of Bengal and made a recommendation 
in our favour. The government of India themswves recognised our. 
difficulties and at a time when they themselves were in financial 
straits, we were granted a temporary remission. They themselves in 
1921 admitted that even with every economy Bengal must have a deficit 
of Rs. 120 lakhs — a deficit which would have existed even if provision 
was made only for the bare minimum expenditure of the Province; in 
other words, the inequitable nature of the Meston Settlement so far 
as this Province was concerned was establislied. The remission 
which we secure<l reduc;ed, but wa.s far from wiping out, that deficit. 
We have done all we could to balance income and expendituife even 
with that remission, but if the contribution is not again remitted all 
our efforts will have l>een in vain. We can plead that we have done 
our IwM^t, we have endeavoured to secure equilibrium in our finances 
and we demand some recognition of our efforts. We have, I think,, 
jmssed the test which the Hon’ble the Finance Member himself laid 
down two years ago. If the Government of India have a suridus and a 
reduction in provincial contributions is proj)ospd, as was the case with 
the surplus last year, we can fairly claim the first place in any 
pr(^)Osal of this kind. The justification *of this claim lies in all the 
considerations which 1 have just put forward. We, however, do not 
base our claim on the possession of a sur|>lii8 by the Government of 
India, that is a (drcumstance which does not affect our case 
but only renders it easier for justice to be done. We maintain, aa 
we have always maintaine<l, that the Mesbm Settlement was grossly 
unjust to Bengal. The injustitM* has been provwl and admitted, and 
hence we (-luim as a matter of right the permanent remission of the 
contribution, Otherwist* progress in Bengal will be at an end, the 
nation-building departments will again l>e starved, and all develo[>- 
ment will eeaaa. , We have sent Mr. Marr, who has been throughout 
in chwe touch with this question, as an official representative of Bengal 
on the Legislative Assembly. We have taken him from his work 

on the Improvement Trust, because of the great importancre of this 
question, so that he may fight our battle with the Government of 
India at close quarters, and the Council may rest assured that he will 
not be wanting in every effort to pursue our claim to the 

utmost. And while I mention Mr. Man*, I should like here to pay 

a tribute to the work that he has done for us in the past. For 

the last five years he was Finance Secretary to this Government, 
and it was in his time that all the questioms relating to the financial 
settlement of Bengal were dec ide<l. He had the difficult task of pre- 
paring the budgets of the Province during times of acute financial 
diitreet and 1 am sure the Council will agree that we are greatly- 
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indebted to him for the excellent work that he did for us in those diffi- 
cult times. We wish him all success in his new sphere of activity. 

Sir, this completes my review of our financial position and our pro- 
gramme for the coLiiug year. There is an element of um'ertainty and 
we are at the moment in a state of anxiety whic^ we hope will be dis- 
pelled before we conclude our deliberation.^ on this budget. I am hope- 
ful that we shall be successful and thj^tt the projects which are contaiuai} 
in the budget will, if the Council assentji, Im‘ brought to coinidetion. 
We should also then be in a jKKsition to make a further advance and to 
provide for some of the numerous outstanding wants of the Pn»vince, 
particularly in connection with education and public* health. This wUl 
be later on in the year, but for the present I submit this budget for the 
consideration of the Council, and the Council will, I hoj»e, acknowledgf^ 
that we have done our best with the resources at our disfacsul. 

[At this stage the Council was adjourned for 10 minutps.] After 
the adjournment. 

The Hon’ble Sir ABD-UR RAHIM: Sir, the main head of the bud- 
get w^hich is in my cliarge i.n the admini.stration of jnsticT. 1 have very 
few objiervations to make on it at the pre.sent stages As the Council 
is aware, the* main function of thc‘ Herigu! (loverriment, so far a.s the 
administration of justice is concerned, is to provide the means of 
meeting the expenses of thef'ourts, and for making arrangements fc»r 
housing the c'ourts unci the judic ial otiicers in the province. It is the 
High (.'ourt that is responsible for the actual administration c»f justice 
and it is for the High Court to propose the riecjessary arrangements for 
this purpo.se. It is in ccmsultation with the High ('ourt that we act 
throughout in making the requin*d provisions. 

I should like* to jioint out one matter whic h may have been noticed 
by the hon'ble members relating to the budget of the High Court. 
They inai%' have noticed that there are very few iteinn and theme only of 
minor importance that are now on the voted list. The hulk of the 
items of the High Court arc non-voted. This is a lhange Horn the 
practice of previous years and has Iceen brought about by the decision of 
His Excellency the Gcjvcrnor on the question that was raiscnl whether 
the salaries of officer's appointed by the Hon’ble the Chief Justic’e under 
the Letters Patent is votahle or not. It has l)een decided that they are 
non-votable, and they have, therefore, been put down on the non-voted 
list. The hon'ble members may al.s<i have noticed that we have made 
provision for two additional judges of the High Court, but I ought to 
mention that only one appointment has hitherto been fianctioniHl and 
the desirability of making another additional appointment is still under 
consideration. No decision has been arrived at yet but provision ba«^ 
been made for .the second additional judge and for his establishment 
in onler to find the necessary money if the decision is made that tbere- 
akould be another additional judge. 
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I do not think that there is anything as regards the other courts in 
Calcutta which call for any special remarks at this stage ^ but I ought 
to mention to the House that the Courts of the Presidency Magistrates 
are working very smoothly since Mr. Roxburgh took over charge as 
the Chief Presidency JJagistrate. He has introduced a great number 
of improvements; the office has been overhauled and I believe that the 
difficulties that occurred in the past are not likely to occur again. The 
oases are disposed of expeditiously trfid there are very few cases in which 
unnecessary adjournments are granted before disposal. 

Coming to the raufassal courts, one question that interest many 
hon’ble members is the question of the new scheme for the recruitment 
of mtinsiffs. That scheme has not yet been worked out in detail — 1 
mean the scheme has not reached the final stage as we have still to 
determine what rates of pay are to be given to the future recruits in the 
provincial judicial service. This question, as the House may remem- 
ber, was raised by the report of the Retrenchment Committee in respect 

the rates of salary both for members of the Provincial judicial 
servile and the executive service, The whole question is one of great 
importance and is now under con.sideration. That is the main reason 
why the new scheme has not been completely work(*d out as yet. The 
House is aware that under the Civil (,^)urts Act though the appoint- 
ments of niunsiffs are made formally by the Governnjent it is the duty 
of the High Court to make the selectionstand these selections have to 
be accepted by the Government. 1 mention this because questions are 
often raised as to the appointmenivS that are made to the provincial 
judicial service. 

I am glad to be able to announce — as the hon’ble members will find 
in the budget — that we have been able to make some provision for 
buildings necessary foi housing tin* <’oii!is in the niuia^sal W'e have 
provided a sum of Hs. l,8vS,()00 for new expenditure on civil court build- 
ings, the ultimate expenditure on which will amount to Rs. ^’^50,000. 

I am in a position to inform the Council from my own observation as to 
the condition of Jhings in this respect in Chandpiur, Munshiganj' and 
(^bittagong. In these places new buildings are very urgently 
required. In (^handpur the niunsiffs are housed in houses which are 
very badly ventilated and where even in the middle of the day it is so 
dark that it is impossible for the courts to do their work. The munsiffs’ 
Court in Mun.shiganj is of a similar nature. As regards Chittagong 
what we propose to build is better accommodation for the pleaders, the 
room now used by them tis sitting room and library being much too small 
to accommodate them. There are some other buildings which we are 
providing about which I cannot speak from my own personal observa- 
tion, but which I know are badly needed from the reports w^e have 
ret^eivetl from the local officers. 

Another question that has been often raised in this Council is with 
regard to the unsatisfactory nature of process serving. That, as every 
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one adraita, is a matter requirinfj urgeni solution if a solution^ can be 
found. The Civil Justice Committee presided over by the Hon’blo 
Mr. Justice Rankin had amonj? other matters to conaider this very 
important question. I believe that the committee had complaints made 
to them from almost all jjarts of India rej^ard^n^ the service of pro- 
cesses. I do not think the report of that committee is out yet as we 
have not received any copy of it but let us hope that they found them- 
selves in a position to make some sug^restion to improve the state of 
things in this respect. 

I am glad to be able to tell the Council that we have been in a position 
to encourage the foundation of union benches and courts in Bengal in ui 
many places as po.ssil)le. The reports we have received froni the officers 
are very reassuring in this re.wpect. These Umches and (’ourts are 
doingiuseful work saving a lot of money in litigation to the poor people 
who can now have their smaller disputes settled at little cost in courts 
of summary jurisdiction in or very near their own villages. We 
pn)p()sed to j)rovide for more of these courts as unions are started in 
different parts of the l*r(»vince. If we can establish all over Bengal 
union courts in which the peofde have confidence then I am sure we shall 
be C(»ftfeiTing a great boon on this Presidency. 

1 do not think there is any other matter to which I ought to refer 
in introducing my budget but I shall be very' glad to answer any ques- 
tion which h<mT)le memberH may desire to ask, as there may be points 
which 1 may have missed and which may require further information. 
I .‘<hall be at their disposal to answer any such (|ueHtiou. 

The Hon’ble Sir HUGH STEPHENSON • i only wish to say a few 

word> regarding the two j)rincipal departments in my charge. Taking 
jails first, I do not j)ropohe to examine the statistics or to compare the 
figures of one year with that of another. ’ The budget for the jaiU 
depend.s every year on two important factors, first on the number of 
pri.soner.s and secorully on the cost of diet, and os these fluctuate all the 
figure.s in the jails budget fluctuate. 

There are two points that I should like to draw attention to about 
the manufactures liecaxise the figures will show* that there has l»een 
a considenible decrea'^e in the amount provided for manufactures as 
compared with last year. The reason is that the jute mill in the 
Pre.sidency Jail has been out of commission since Iasi Novemlier and 
probably will not be able to w'ork during the whole of the next year. 
The machinery has become defertive; we have got to face the facts; 
we have got either to instal new marhiner>' or to introduce another form 
of industry' to keep the prisoners employed. The other industry that 
has been stopped is the bakery at Darjeeling. We have closed that down 
because the Cantonment at Darjeeling have started tkeir own bakery 
and there is not sufficient demand to enable us to keep our bakery at 
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the jail going. We are opening a bakery in the Alipur jail in its place. 
The policy of the Jail Department is to keep the Jail Commission’s 
Report in view and to carry out their recommendations as fast as we 
possibly can. We have established Advisory Boardsi which meet twice 
a year in all central jaits and examine the conduct in jail of priwners 
as also their previous history and the judgment in their cases with a view 
to the premature release of prisoners who have completed half their 
terms. The Boards have the power to recommend to Government the 
remission of the remainder of their sentences. This is one of the 
recommendations of the Jail Commission and the Boards have recommend- 
ed a considerable number of remissions to which Government have 
given effect. The Jail Commission’s recommendations may be divided 
into three parts — firstly, those relating to the improvement of the 
establishment, secondly, those relating to the improvement and the 
construction of buildings and thirdly, those relating to the care of 
prisoners during their term of imprisonment and afterwards. All these 
are naturally interdependent. You cannot have good jails unless you 
have u good staff. You cannot improve the conditions under which 
you keep your prisoners unless you improve the structural conditions 
of jails; and it is the improvement of the structure 

of the jails which is the most difficult of all. We have 

improved the pay and prospects < of the warders. We 
have revised their pay. I cannot say that they show any 

very great satisfaction with the pay which we now give them. It may 
not be excessive, but undoubtedly it is considerably better than they 
used to get. We have also improved their prospects in many small ways 
and we hope in the coming year to carry out further small improvements 
such as giving them passes on the railway when they go on leave. Yi e 
have also improved the prospects of our medical staff in the jails — the 
Assistant Surgeons and the Sub-Assistant Surgeons— but we 

have not yet done anything to improve the position of the Jailors and 
Assistant Jailors and the clerical staff. The Jail Commission recommend 
that the executive and the clerical staff should be entirely separate and 
they have laid down scales of pay which they consider suitable for 
each. We have examined all these, and we have cut down the scale a 
bit. We have examined them over and over again and two years ago 
we obtained tlie consent of the Finance Department to revised scales 
for the Jailors, the Assistant Jailors and the clerical staff. But as the 
Council is aware, for the last two years we have not been able to place 
in the budget any scheme involving recurring expenditure. We have, 
therefore, told the jailors that we have recognised their claims— that 
we are prepared to remedy their grievances but they must wait till our 
financial conditions improve. It is not a satisfactory position and as 
the Finance Member has explained, in the current budget the Reserved 
Departments haye put forward no schemes which would involve recurring 
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expenditure. All the new recurring expenditure for the Transferred 
Departments. We have refrained from putting before the Council any 
recurring expenditure on the Reserved side but if we get remission of 
the 63 lakhs which we are to contribute to the Government of India 
there would be a •margin for recurring expencjiture and I hope to be 
able to put before the Council in the July Siession this question of the 
jailors and the assistant jailors and I am sure it will re<'eive your 
sympathetic consideration. Hope deferred makes the heart sick. They 
have been told that they have a good case and the only reason that we are 
delaying is that our Exchequer is empty. I am sure when we have got 
the money we will do it. 

Then as regards the buildings. We have considered the recommend- 
ations of the Jail Commission and have carefully revised our programme. 
We put in the first place a new jail for habitual prisoners and that will 
also enable us to improve the (onditioiis under whi(‘h female prisoners 
are kept. The proposal was to take over the Army Clothing Department 
and to build the new jail there, keeping in the present jail the shorter 
term prisoners and also the female prisoners under improved conditions. 
The scheme is at present held up l>ecauhe we are having correspondenee 
w’ith ihe Government of India as to the terms under which they will 
let us have the Army Clothing Department building. We reckon that 
this scheme will cost us something like 16 lakhs. The second thing 
which we consider most important is a Borstal Institute for Bengal. 
At present w’e have no place where we cun segregate our adolescents. In 
the coming year we propo.se to make a start though it is not altogether 
satisfactory. We have at Hijli a new jail to hold alsmt 100 prisonem. 
That jail is lying empty and I think this offers us a suitable opportunity 
for making a start in the Borstal Institute. We pro|M>se, therefore, to 
transfer our adolescent prisoners to Hijli and to run it on Borstal lines. 
There is at present no water-supply at Hijli. The Council may remember 
that th^ original scheme was to get the whole of the water-supply of 
the^iew station from Kharagpur, and when the new station was dropped 
the water-supply scheme was not carried out. Therefore, we have 
provided in the budget Rs 18,000 for the sinking of two tube well* and 
I hope that in July .Session when the embargo on recurring expenditure 
will be done away ivitb we shall come to the Council for an alloimefiti 
of some Rs. 20,000 for the jail establishment at Hijli. While on thii 
point, T do not know if any memlM?r of the Council knows the condition 
of the Juvenile jail in Calcutta but if any does, he will rememWr that 
there is room for considerable improvement there and we are hoping ae 
soon as possible to take up that question. The main industry in the 
Juvenile jail is the making of quinine tablets. But it is not an industry 
in itself adopted to train juvenile prisoners to earn their living when 
they go outside the jail. We want to scrap that as soon as possible and 
in its place to start carpentering, weaving, blacksmiths work, etc. 
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[At this stage the Hon^ble the President vacated the Chair which 
was then occupied by the Deputy President.] 

We want to run Juvenile jail more on the lines of a reformatory 
than a jail. This, of course, would involve consKierable structural 
alterations. The present dormitories are most unsuitable and should 
certainly be scrapped and rebuilt on the lines of school dormitories. 
We should be able to take it up, as soon as we do away with the 
quinine tablet making industry there. 

Another recommendation of the Jail Commission involves the build- 
ing of new central jails, and converting district jails into sTib-jaiU 
confining all the long-term prisoners in the new central jails to be 
built on modern lines bo that there will be n)om for segregation of 
different classes of prisoners and room for recreation and more humanis- 
ing conditions. We reckon that that programme will cost us Rs. ‘iO 
lakhs and it is third in our list. All we have been able to do so far is 
to build a new sub-jail at Patuakhali and extend the jail at Gaibandha. 
In making these new buildings we had in mind the recommendations 
of the Jail Commission. Tn the present budget we have made provision 
for the extension of the Asansol sub-jail and the Nowagaon sub-jail. 
Here, also, we shall be able to make some improvements on the lines of 
the Jail Commission’s recommendations, but the immediate necessity of 
the projects is on account of the overcrowding in these two jails. The 
only other new expenditure that you will find in the budget is the 
provision for exten<ling the municipal water-supply in Midnapur to the 
jail there. At present the jail depends for its water-supply on tanks 
and wells but as Midnapur has now got a water-supply it is certainly 
desirable to have the jail connected with it. Another item is to improve 
the water-supply of the Alipur Central jail. This will also, I hope, 
meet with the approval of the Council. 

I now turn to the more controversial .subject of the Police. We 
have in fh# prejicnt year kept within the Police Budget in spite of the 
fact that w© have had to deal with extra expenditure on the C. I. D. 
and the Tioe Commission’s Report and an extra grant for petty repairs 
and for renewal of uniform equipments which can no longer be put off. 
Tho budget for the next year is 1} lakhs higher than the present year. 
This includes an increase of Rs. ‘t.OO.OOO over the budget of this year 
on the C, T. D. and the District Intelligence Branch in view of the 
abnormal political situation and half a lakh on account of the lioe 
Commission’s recommendations. To counterbalanco this we have reduced 
travelling allowiinces by two lakhs and contract contingencies by half 
a lakh. The abnormal features of the political situation and the Tioe 
Oommission’s recommendations have obscured the endeavours we have 
made at retrancbment. When I dif»cuiwed last year the retrenchment made 
in the police I made it quite clear that the effects of the Retrenchment 
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^mmittee’s Report could not possibly be to stereotype police eipendituw ‘ 
The departmental expenditure must expand. It is in the nature of 
thinga. You caunot draw a line anywhere and say that it must eipand 

80 far and no further. ' 

• 

The effects of retrenchment was only to put th# brake on the expansion 
of expenditure and to cut off excrescensos; and as I hare pointed out 
before, ^ere was al-ways the danger that the retrenchment only postponed 
expenditure but did not avoid it We can say this that if we had not re- 
trenchment after the Retrenchment (Committee’s report, and I have already 
pointed out to this Council, and I may say it now, that the Police Depart- 
ment is one of the departments where we most earnestly tried to retrench, 
and if we had not retrenched to the extent of Rs. 7 lakhs or so, the polimi 
budget to-day would la- rery considerably higher than it is. We have 
h-ad oUr stock-taking and besides the actual immediate retrenchments, 
that stock-taking has had the effect of making us scrutinise with the most 
zealous care all proposals for new expenditure hut there must be expansion 
and growth. 

Last year I said that the only item of the Retrenchment Committee’a 
propoij^l that remained to be examined wa« the abolition of polire-rttationi. 
Well, we have contintied that examination and we have abolished 11 
police-Htations and we have 17 more under consideration. In every one 
rif the.se instances we have had the most heated proteats, by telegram or 
by memorial, from the persona concerned. Only yesterday, the Council 
will remember, one member asked me a question about the reduction of 
ft police-station, obviously implying thereby that it was unsound to 
abolish this station. I may read an extract from a letter from a well- 
known journalist with regard to another police-station. lie says : 
‘This station has l>een in existence for a long time and it is because of 
it that crimes are practically unknown in the locality. If it is aUdished 
we shall’ have to nin 15 miles for police help." 

B»ba MANMOHON NEOCI: Which station is it P 

Tilt Hofinilt Sir HUGH STEPHENSON: It is a station in Jemre. 

It is gratifying to me to find that in spite of lurid speeches and writing* 
►eople in the mufassal do, in fact, regniNl the jwdice not a*< oppressors 
mt as protectors and they appreciate the advantages of living near t 
K)1 ice-station. 

As to new schemes, there is only one Bengal police building schemt 
n the budget, and that is s provision for family quarters for the cx)ii- 
tables in the lines at Jalpaiguri. These constables are hillmen and will 
iOt live without their families. At present, they are living with them 
n huts built by themselves around the police-station which everybody, 
rho has seen them — T have not seen them myself but His Excellency 
ad seen them a short time ago— says are most insanitary and are most 
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disgraceful to Qovemment. The provision amounts to Bs. 46^00(1 wlucii 
I am sure the Council will not grudge, in order to allow police constables 
to have the delights of home life. 

The rest of the provisions in Public Works Department’s budget are 
parts of the Calcutttv police housing scheme. Tfiis scheme came up. 
l)efore the Council in August when I was not herej but I understand that 
there was no difference of opinion as to the urgent necessity of this housing 
scheme. If there is any member who doubts the necessity, I would 
like to take him round the police-stations and show him what they are at 
the present time. We put forward the scheme on the ground of urgent 
administrative necessity. At the present time we have almost all our 
police-stations housed in lured buildings. It is, to my mind, absolutely 
wrong that the police should be in the position of a tenant. The Com- 
missioner of Police is sometimes faced with the termination of a lease 
What can he do? He is, on the one hand, exposed to the temptation of 
putting pressure on the landlord to continue the lease; on the other hand, 
he is open to pressure by the landlord who knows that there is no other 
building in the neighlwurbood where the police can be boused and, there- 
fore, he has got the Commissioner in the hollow^ of his hand and that is a 
position, in which. T maintain, no Government ought to put any adminis- 
trative officer. That is as regards the <iuestion of hiring. Secondly, we 
are having the rents steadily increasing. ^ While the Rent Art was in 
force, we used it, but the Rent Act no longer applies tf) any of our police- 
stations. Then, Sir, apart from the question of hiring, with regard to 
the question of a(*rommodation we have police-stations which are not 
^mly absolutely unsuitable for housing any body of police, but also even 
cannot hold a part of the men that ^re necessary in that section — the 
rest of them arv either boused in different places in the neighlM>urhood or 
have to be housed in other thaiias, a couple of miles away. It is impossi- 
ble to have real efficiency, it is impossible to have real discipline wben^ 
your men are scattered about. I would ask any memWr of thi* Council 
to go round and see whether these buildiugs are at all suitable fo’- any 
body of men beitig placed in them. They are, for the piost part, ordinary 
dwelling houses built for residences and not suitable for p^dice barracks 
and so on. The accommodation is not sufficient aBd men have sometimes 
to sleep on the verandahs and their health suffeiys, and, as I say, it is im- 
possible to maintain the proper amount of discipline so long as the police 
are in ibis position. We have circulated a memorandum, explaining the 
scheme, and in drawing up this memorandum we have endeavoured to be 
absolutely scrupulous in taking into consideration every possible factor 
which could go against us on the financil point of view. We have taken 
all the criticisms that were made in the debate in August last and if 
members of Council will study that memorandum I think they will agree 
that we have succeeded in showing that apart from its administrative 
necessity the scheme will be a financial gain. I understand that the main 
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W ttidi t&« proposal struck in August last was the feeling tiiat if 
tltbaimaj'-wM giron to the police, in some tray or other, the Transferred 
DqiaitiBenta nOght suffer I think that after hearing the Financial 
Menflssr'a speech thjs afternoon, you will agree that the Transferred 
■Departe^ haye been generously treated and wlten we hare a proposal 
which is ehstdately and urgently necessary on the ground of administra- 
tion, health and oonrenience and in addition we can show that the scheme 
is a financially remunerative scheme and that we propose to recoup 
the expenditure by a loan from the Government of India, I do trust that 
the Oouneil will allow that scheme to jpo through this year 

% 


The Hoii*Me MiAaraJa K8HAUNI8H CHANORA RAY RahiAiri The 

first head with tehich my Department is concerned it that of “ 5— Land 
Revenue.” 


So far as charges of Administration are concerned, there is little to 
be said. Provision is made in the budget to carry on the work done 
under various Acts, and the Financial Statement explains the reawjns 
for the increased grant which the Council is asked to give. Owing to a 
temporary reduction in work, it was found possible to keep the post of 
one liUnd Acquisition OflScer vacant since the 7th April. But the work 
has again increased, and an I. C. S. OflRcer will be appointe<l from the 
middle of March as First Land Acquisition Collector. 

A large part of the expenditure on the Management of Government 
Estates is met from the “OJ per cent, on the collection of these Estates 
which after the deduction of recurring grants to hospitals and 
dispensaries is allowed to the Board of Revenue for the cost of manage- 
ment and agricultural improvemente. Owing to the increased cost of 
establishment; the cost of management has been encroatthing on the 
amount which should be set aside for agricultural improvements. It 
was hoped in this budget to allow the Board a further IJ per cent, but 
unfortunately this has not been found possible. A sum of Rs. 50,000 is 
provided for the annual allotment for agricultural public works such as 
irrigation and drainage works and aml)aukiDents. For colonisatscm work 
in the Bakarganj and 24*Pargana8 Sundarbans sums of Bs. 1,11,000 and 
Ba. 33,000 are provided^ the bdal being similar to that provided last 
year< iThe value of this work was made clear in the Land Beirenue 
Administration Beport of last year, which showed that in the Bakargati| 
Sundarbana 102 square miles had been fully colonised and assessed; the 
nuiual demand from this assessed ares in 19234M was already Bs. 81,000 

wBl idtimately rise to more than Bs. 2,11,000. 

The ap|M|rent increase in the demand lor the frant for Ifgufi^laiilt 
at Oovarnnieiii' Estates is explained in the Financial Siatsment^ as due 
,1b| a dbange in classification of the paymeat of ceases. ApttH teim this 
fikiis is Ho further change which requires eoanaeni. 
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I frill DOW torn to Sorrfify aud BettlemBst. la 1921 in raBponse to 
ropreaentations atada in tlte Connoil, tli« BeTenao Member undertook 
tliiat, in order to reduce.tbe annual coat, the four-party eystem on wbicb 
surrey and Bettlement operations were formerly inducted would be 
changed ;to a two-party> system. the present year two traverse survey, 
parties have been working in the Hurshidabad-Birbhum area and in the 
24>f arganas. Three blocks of the former and two of the latter will be 
completed this year, and next year one party will take up the fourth and 
last block of Birbhum district and the other the third block in the 
24-PargaDas. 

Similarly there are two field partieafcarrying on the settlement work 
in the blocks which have been traverse surveyed. Attestation in one 
block of Murshidabad-Birbhum will be finished early in 1925*26 ; 
cadastral survey and the preliminary preparation of the record will be 
finished in the second block early next year, and will then be followed 
by attestation, whilst cadastral survey and preliminary record- writing 
will be taken up in the third block. In the 24-Pnrganas the first stage 
has already begun in the Basirhat Subdivision block and will be finished 
early 1925-26. Attestation will then begin there, and cadastral survey 
and record-writing will start in the second Mock. 

Besides these main operations provision is also made in the budget for 
finishing off operations in other districts in which the field work is 
practically complete, but case work, printing, recovery of costs, diara 
resumption, resettlement of Government and temporarily-settled estates, 
and so on, still remain. Jessore will be completely finished this year, 
hut a sum of Rs. 1,800 is provided for the work that remains to be done 
in Bankura, and half a lakh in Nadia. In Pabna-Bogra, though the 
field work of the main settlement is finished, where the resettlement of 
Government and temporarily-settled estates along the Jamuna river is 
due, work will continue throughout next year and probably will not ba 
completed till 1926-27. In Khulna, the attestation of the last block will 
be finished Bayly in 1926-26, but printing, recovery of costs, case work, 
etc., will remaih and will not be finished till 1926-27 or 1927-28. 

The operations which have so far been mentioned are all connected 
with the regular district settlements. Besides these there ai% minor 
operations of both survey and settlement. In the jungly parts of 
Chittagong, traverse survey has to be done where cultivation has been 
extended since the last settlement. In Bakarganj and Darjeeling 
districts, provision has to be made for the completion of survey work of 
Government d^tates and tea estates, which is expected to be finished by 
JuB^ The survey of the Bidyadhari for the Calcutta Corporation will 
probably be completed within this financial year, but a aarvey of a 
boundary between RaUgpur and GoaljNira districts at the request of 
Midiaraja of CossimbaBar and the Baja of Qoalpara will be tontiniiad 
next year. , 
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Of minor settlement operations, the most important is Chiiiegong^ 
This district consists as to two-thirds of its area of Oovernment estatM 
which were last settled 30 years ago and they are now due for resettle- 
ment But they a(e so intricately mixed up with the permanently- 
.settled estate^ that at the last settkment, mops and records were 
prepared for the whole district. These are being used and brought up to 
date and on the basis of the fresh i‘ecord thus prepared the OoTemment 
estates will be reassessed to revenue. The district has been divided 
into four blocks. The work has started in “ A " block consisting of a 
number of thanaa in the centre of the district. In 1925-26 this block 
will be completed and the second block consisting mainly of the Cox’s 
Bazar subdivisions will be taken up. 

In Bakarganj and Darjeeling, resettlement and the preparation of 
recorder will follow the surveys I have already mentioned, and provision 
has been made for them. 

The reasons for the variations in the revised estimate for the current 
year and the new budget estimate have been given in the Financial 
Statement, and need not be repeated. The net re.sult is that the demand 
for the*grant which will be made for the coining year is Rs. 56, (KK) less 
than the amount provided in la.st year’s budget. The effec t of the sub- 
stitution of a two-party for a four-party system may bf seen by a com- 
parison of the cost of major survey and settlement (»perations now and in 
the last year when the four-party system was in force. The Survey and 
Settlement Report for the year ending 30lh September, 1921, showed that 
the actual cost of the major operations in that year was Its. 3,44, (KK) for 
survey and Rs. 21,92,000 for settlement; the amounts provided in the 
budget for next year’s major operations are Us. 1,60,500 for survey and 
Rs. 16,67,000 for settlement. 

I would now turn to “ General Administration The sub-heads 
which concern the Revenue Department are the Board of Revenue, 
Commissioners, District Administration and other establishment (the 
Appointment Department is also concerned in these, r./;., the appoint- 
ment of Circle Officers- concerns them). The variations in expenditure 
have been explained in the Financial Statement, and little more need 
he aaid. It may be noted that the explanation of the increiwe under 
the head “ Board of Revenue ” is due to the increment of pay in the 
Board’s office (Bs. 4,000) and in the establishment hi pnvate eatates 
(Es. 1,000>. The contingencies account for an increaae of Es. 1,000 
and the rest of the excess over this year's revised estimate is due to 
minor items. The only items of new expenditure for which Beveime 
Department is responsible are the acquisition of a plot of land ^ItMy 
acquired by the Krishnagar Municipality at a cost of Bs. 3,363, and 
%e maintenance of storm-warning signals at inland stations at a cewt 
of Re. 300- This latter item represents the cost of five expennental 
•tatioiia kt the coat of Bs. 60 each. The object is to warn hoatt of 
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approaching storma by the nee of simple signals and lights. If found 
successful, the system will be extended later to other important inland 
river stations. 

The plot of land which it is proposed to acquire at Krishnagar was 
originally acquired Ify the Krishnagar Municipality for widening a‘ 
road and making a park. The Civil Court enhanced as award from 
Its. 617 to Es. 2,852 and the municipality asked Government to take 
over the land, as it is immediately adjacent to the Government ferry; 
Government agreed to pay the whole charge amounting to Rs, 3,353. 

This accounts for a part of the increased demand for other establish- 
ments. The charge for circuit houses, which is mentioned in the 
Financial Statement, accounts for Rs. 26,000, the rest of the increase 
is due to ferry charges. 

I should now say something about the Forest Department. In the 
Bengal Presidency Forest Manual it is said that a forest fulfils its 
highest function when it produces in a permanent fashion the greatest 
possible quantity of that material which is most useful to the general 
public, and at the same time yields the best possible return to the pro- 
prietor. It is the policy of this Government to endeavour, within the 
limits imposed by financial considerations, to enable the forests of 
Bengal, to fulfil this function. It may C)e claimed that some success 
has been achieved in the past, for whilst 50 years ago the expenditure 
was Rs. 1,11,000 and the revenue Rs. 1,64,000, in 1923-24 the revenue 
was Rs. 22,61,000 and the expenditure Rs. 12,42,000. The increase in 
the revenue is a measure of the services which the forests have rendered 
to the public, and the same public have been benefited by the increase 
in the net revenue from half a lakh to more than 10 lakhs. But the 
growth in expenditure is also significant, for it shows that the more 
money the Council is able to give to the Forest Department, the more 
money is that department likely to make available for the needs of the 
PfOvinoe. It may be said without fear of contradiction that ex}/endi- 
ture on the f^iMts is revenue- producing. 

It is, therefore, a matter of regret that it has not been possible to 
provide in the budget any part of the two lakhs which the Conservator 
of Forests requires for schemes of development, for the construction of 
roads and paths, bridges and culverts, the removal of obstacles which 
impede the tra£Bc in rivers, the construction of rest-houses and quarters 
for the men working in the forests, and the purchase of material and 
machinery, all of which are so essential to development. But if more 
money becomes available, this department will take the earliest 
opportunity of asking for a further grant for this purpose. For the 
juesent, the demand placed before the Council is only ior carrying on the 
work on the sesale which haa already been achieved ; in fact, whlli^ the 
estimates piwde lor a alight increase in revenue, the total astiiiiatad 
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expenditure! both voted and non-voted, is considerably less than either 
. the budget or revised estimate of the current year. There are only 
two items of new expenditure; both are non-voiedt but it may interest 
the Council to hear that it is proposed to provide Rs. 15,000 for the 
purchase of a tractot, with recurring charges of^Ra. 1,090. This will 
at first be used at Bagdogra, ten miles from Sihguri, where labour is 
diflScult to get, for the extraction of logs from the forest and hauling 
them to the railway station; it will also l)e used for ploughing clear* 
felled areas for replanting. It is hoped that by the use of this tractor 
not only will the outturn be increased, but that there will also be a 
saving of Rs. 10,000 a year in the cost of extraction and cultivation. 

The other item of new expenditure is an honorarium of Rs. l,6fK) 
which is to be paid to Mr. Cowan, Deputy ConservaUir of Forests, now 
on leave, who is engaged in the revision of Mr. (lamble’s list of trees, 
the last edition of which was published in 1895 and needs bringing up 
to date. 

It is proposed to conduct khedda operations in the ('hittagong 
Division next year, and a sum of Rs. 30, (KM) lias been provided to meet 
the cost. It is not easy to estimate the probable receipts of such a 
venture, but the inclusion of Rs. 40, (KK) on the revenue side shows the 
amount which it is hoped to secure from the sale of elepliants. It is, 
however, necessary in the interest of cultivators living near the forests 
to keep down tlie numl)er of wild elephants, and it is not merely for 
the sake of profit that these kheddn operations are undertaken. 

Cinchona plantation has come in for some comment in past years. 
It would not be out of place to say something alwut our policy. 

In the Resolution on the Sixty-second Annual Report of the Cinc^hona 
Plantations it was stated that the policy of (Government is to maintain 
and, if passible, extend the Cinchona Plantations and ul the same time 
imprtpre and develop the factory, in order to meet the reciuirements of 
the Province. Subsequent inquiry shows that it may l>e possible to find 
new areas suitable for the Cinchona plant, within workable distance 
from the factory, and the Superintendent has l)een asked to carry out 
experiments. Meanwhile, the advice of the Public Health Depart- 
ment is being obtained as to the demand for quinine in Bengal, and it 
will be the endeavour of Government to produce sufficient quinine to 
meet this demand. It is not anticipated that there will be any difficulty 
in expanding the capacity of the factory when required, and this of 
course will take less time than growing th^ Cinchona bark for oonrer* 
aion into quinine. In tbe meantime it is hoped to make minor impme* 
ments in tbe factory which will enable it to turn out belter finished 
pfoduete. Actum has already been taken to improve the packing of 
qniniiie sulphate in powder form, rsgarding which there have been 
oomplainti. 
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Tlie budget estimates for next year need little comment. The slight 
decrease of Bs. 1,000 for voted and increase of Bs. 1,000 for non-voted 
expenditure require no exjdanation. It is, perhaps, sufficient to draw 
the attention of the Council to the fact that whilst the total expendi> 
ture in 1923-24 was l^tle more than Bs. 3,35,000, tie receipts were over 
Bs. 7,92,000. The money spent on the Cinchona plantations therefore 
yields a handsome return to the Province. 

Under the head of Civil Works there are six items of expenditure 
concerning the Revenue Department for which the Council is being 
asked to provide funds. It is proposed to construct residences for the 
second officer in Netrakona and Paiuakhali subdivisions and for the 
Sub-Deputy Collectors at Netrakona and Chandpur. The reason is the 
same for all these residences, rtz., that officers who are posted to these 
places find it impossible to obtain houses to live in. The schepaes for 
the construction of these residences have been awaiting the provision of 
funds for several years, and the same is true of the other schemes for 
which a grant is now asked. The extension of the Dacca Collectorate 
has long been overdue. At present not only the Road Cess Office, but 
also the Excise Office, the Office of the District Inspector of Schools 
and two Courts of Honorary Magistrates are accommodated in the 
District Board Office. The District Board naturally require their 
building for their own work, especially for the accommodation of the 
Public Health staff. The Police Office again is at present occupying 
a private building for which rent is paid. The need of providing 
further accommodation is, therefore, urgent. 

The necessity of providing more office room at Malda has been urged 
upon Government for several years. The room in which the Superin- 
tendent of Police’s office has to work is very inadequate, and it is pro- 
posed to construct a new forms room for the Magistrate’s courts and 
to convert the existing forms room into an office for the Superintendenjfc 
of Police at a cost of Bs. 11,600. 

The other item is the extension of the subdivisional court building 
at Netrakoni^Rl Mymensingh district. At pre.sent there is no record 
room, and the court of the Honorary Magistrates has to be held in a 
temporary shed. It is proposed to extend the main court building at 
a cost of Bs. 15,670 in order to meet these needs. 

Both during last year and this the policy of the Irrigation Department 
has been to reduce expenditure and to epmplete works in hand. The re- 
commendations of the retrenehmkit officer hd^e been fully carried out : 
establishmentiias been reduced ns loir as possible and working expenses 
have been curtailed to the lowest limits. Special attention has been 
given to the working of the dredgers and substantial economies have been 
eiected. There is, however, a limit below which it is not possible to go 
without reducing the efficiency of open works : the activities of the depart- 
ment are extending over wider areas and works which used to be looked 
1 * 
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after by the Roads and Buildings Branch have been tiausfemd to this 
• Department. New subdivisions have been opened in Bankura and 
Birbhum to look after the construction of small irrigation works and 
a third subdivision h|s been opened at Rajshahi for the purpose of keeping 
under observation the area which suffered duringihe floods of 1918 and 
1922. 

The revenue from tolls and water-rates has been increased but the 
full effect will not be disclosed for several years. 

On the other hand the fact has to be faced that heavy expenditure 
is required on the rebuilding of the bridges over the canals round Calcutta; 
the rapid deterioration of the rivers in the western Sundarbans is a 
serious matter and until the Orand Trunk Canal is opened the cost 
of dred{?ing these rivers will rise at a rapidly increasing rate. 

Under Head XIII is included the Midnapore, Hijli and Calcutta and 
Eastern Canals, the Madaripur Bhil Koute and repairs to dredgers. 
Over and above normal inainteuan<‘e charges the following items are in- 
cluded in the current year’s budget. The Kaorapukar lock and sluice 
and the Arapanch drainage works will be completed : the construction of 
a new bridge over the Circular Canal to carry the Dum-Dum Road and 
to replace the present bridge if being carried oht by the Calcutta Improve- 
ment Ti-ust on behalf of Government : three-fifths of the cost is being met 
by Government and the remainder in equal proportions by the Improve- 
ment Trust and Calcutta Corporation. It is expected that this bridge 
will be opened early next financial year. 

The Tollygunj and Alipore bridges arc both in n very’ weak condition 
and will have to be closed b) traffic shortly to prevent a serious m'cideni : 
it is proposed to erect wider bridges to carr>’ present-day loads : the 
question of the division of the expenditure between Govemiiient and the 
Improvement Trust and Cab utta Corporation is under discussion. The 
budget contains an item for preliminary expenditure. 

In the case of the Madaripur Bhil the cost of maintenance has been 
raised because the fioods of 1924, which exceeded previous records, 
caused considerable damage to the embankment. 

Next year the final payment lor the Bnra-Dum bridge will be made and 
the reconstruction of the Tollygunj and Alipore bridges will be proceeded 
with : a new office for the Calcutta Canals subdivision will be bnilt to 
take the place of the one acquired by the Improvement Trust in connec- 
tion with the .Shambaxar Park: new quarters lor the Snbdivisional 
Officer at Madaripur are also required because no quarters exist «ad 
suitable accommodation cannot be found. The dre^ng of the Doa 
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Agra must also be done as this river is in very bad condition and naviga- 
tion is impeded ; on tbe boat canals the Bbangore Ebal requires silt ' 
clearance at once because traffic is much impeded due to boats grounding. 

On the Madaripu;c Bhil the estimate is above^ normal on account 
of flood damage repairs to the embankment which will not be completed 
during the current year. 

The “ Cowley ’* dredger is also due for a thorough overhaul. 

Under Head 15 is entered the upkeep of all works not included under 
XIII. On the Kden Canal the maintenance charges in both years are 
normal except for the remodelling of the Chowbera bridge on the Memari 
road, the arch of which is on the point of collapse : this work will be 
commenced this year and fliiished next year : a provision has also been 
made for partial silt clearance of the Saraswati. Under new works the 
Jamalpur sluice will be modified so that an additional supply of water 
can be secured in the monsoon for flushing the old river beds in the 
Burdwan *and Hooghly districts. An item has also been included for 
building a new regulator on the Kuna Damodar for irrigation, the 
cost of which will be equally borne by Government and the estate 
benefited. 

Under miscellaneous expenditure Rs. 2,000 have been entered for the 
completion of the surveys of the Dolong irrigation scheme in Midnapore 
and Rs. IG,000 for pensionary chargee* 

In connection with navigation, drainage and embankments the follow- 
ing special provisions have been made : The completion of the excavation 
of the Hoorhoora Khal in the Howrah and Hooghly districts to release the 
Damodar floods into the Rupnarain river and the completion of the 
Arapanch drainage scheme. The maintenance of D schedule embani* 
infnts is higher than usual because the breaches near Ohatal caused by 
the large of 1922 are being filled. It is also proposed to silt clear 
tbe Bally Khal to improve tbe drainage of the Dankuni basin concerning 
which complaints havS been received. 

In regard to next year the Hoorhoora Khal will be completed by • 
the “ Cowley ” dredger which will then be diverted to the Buxi Khal to 
■widen and deepen it so as to give an improved outlet for the Damodar 
floods. The work already done in this vicinity baa caused a considerable 
improvement in the drainage of the country and it is expected that as 
soon as the Hoorhoora and Buxi Khals have been completed they wiB 
of themselves impi^ve. It is also proposed to take up and complete the 
Amirabad scheme in the Oontai subdivision which has been held in 
abeyance for some time for want of money- The sum enfmwd for ordinaiy 
maini^naniw ^11 again be above the average, becauae money is required 
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£t>r completing the filling in of the breaches near Ghaiah If this money 
is not forthcoming the work done during the current year will be washed 
away by the floods. 

Head 16 is the head to which all expendituit^ on capital account 
charged to Revenue is accounted. There ia no change during the 
current year in the amount in the budget which totals 4} lakhs and will 
be distributed as follows: — 

Bs. 

Completion of the drainage of the liower Kumar river ... 3/)8.000 

Compensation for crops on the Madaripur Bhil ... 6,000 

Completion of the drainage of the Bidyadhari river ... 86,000 

• 

Next year the expenditure under this head will Ini much smaller ladiig 
Rs. 1,55,000. This sum is required for the following purposes:^ 

Rs. 15,000 for compensation for crops on the I/iwer Kumar river 

, which will be a liability outstanding fnim the current year. 

Rs, 40,(K)0 for the excavation of two sidings on the Madaripur Bhil 
Route in the n^Miow portion to enable vessels to puss one 
another without difficulty. If these sidings are provided the 
widening of the rest of the route cun be poHt|K>ned for the 
present. 

Rs. 1,00,000 for the construction of sluices and lea ks on the Madari- 
pur Bhil Route in order to <*ontrol the supply,' of water so 
as to flush the lifiw’cr Kumar river and thus rt*(luce future 
expenditure for dredging. 

« 

Heatl 55 includes the (liand Tnink (^anal and purchase of the 
“ Cowley ” and “ Burdwau ” dredgers^ For the former the Imdget 
estimates for* the current year was Hs. 6*l,fMK) mostly for establishment 
and the upkeep of the Ronaldshay ’ dredger. The establishment pro- 
vision has l)een considerably retfuced on the al»olitioiJ for the time being of 
the post of Chief Engineer. Certain awards on account of previous 
land acquisition however have been given against Government and the 
total estimate is now raised to Rs. I,10,(l0(b Against the Cowley 
and “ Burdwan dredgers the expenditure will l»e Rs. 8,000 only due 
to an outstanding liability which has to be paid to the contractors at home. 
The receipt* on capital account are now placed at Rs. 2.12,000 instead of 
B«. 2,85,QOO.« This reduction is due to the fact that the ** Burdwan ^ 
dredger has Wn lying up for the greater poHiou of the year and the 
" Cowley ” has also been idle for several months. 



m 


{ 

INTEODUCTION OF THE BUDGET [1^ Fbb, 

In regard to next year the expenditure on the Grand Trunk Canal is 
estimated at Hs. 20,000 on ike assumption that work does not proceed. 
This item includes Bs. 11,000 for establishment, Rs. 6,000 for the upkeep 
of the “ Bonaldshay ” and Rs. 3,000 for petty repairs. Against the 
Cowley dredger a si^ili of Rs. 11,500 has been entered for spare parts 
to be ordered from home and for small alterations to this Tessel. The 
receipts on capital account are placed at Rs. 2,83,000 on the assumption 
that the works on wl^ich it is anticipated that these two dredgeif will be 
employed will be taken up. 

I think 1 have made the position of my departments fairly clear. If 
any member of the Council would like further information, Mr. Hopkyns, 
Mr. Addams-Williams or myself will be only too glad to explain if he 
would come and see us. 

Adioumment. 

The Council was then adjourned till 3 p.m“ on Thursday, the 26th 
February, 1925, at the Town Hall, Calcutta. 


A. c, a 
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Caunail, 51. 

FfaparHan af Muhammadana in Hadia 
Oaltaatarata, 4S. 

Qvidar, Mamvi Abdul 

Officiating Miuisifs, 54. 

Ouaatian af tlia appalntuMnl af Minia- 
tars, 70. 

RabiM, Ilia Hm*m Sir AbdHP^ 

Copyists and typists of courts, 64. 
District Judges, 63. 

Honorary Ma^trates of Gopalganj, 
laridpur, 68^ 

Itttradiikioii of the Bbdget, 111. 
Mileage and daily allowanoes drawn hf 
Members of Bengal Legislative 
OouDcil, 65. 

Iliniilerial ataiff in the Judges* Coarta, 

KadM^; 46. * ^ 


ItaliiRi, tba ffan’Mi iir Ab#mr> 

Notices under section 290, Indian Penal * 
Code, on a number of persons in 
Gopalganj, 61. 

Officiating MuiDifs, 54. 

President’s Salary Bill, 1926, 74, 75. 
83. 

Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative 
Council, 61. 

Question of the appointment of Minis- 
ters, 70. 

Resolution regarding provision for 
Ministers’ salaries, 3, 5, 6, 7, 37, 38. 

Supersession of officers, 68. 

Use of electric fans in court rooms, 66. 

Ray, Eabu Anllbaran 

Arrest of Chief Executive Officer of 
the Calcutta Corporation, 69. 

Arrest under Regulation 111 on 25th 
()ctobi‘r, 1924, 69. 

Certain facilities to State and Ordin- 
ance prisoners, 88. 

Detenus in Bankura Jail, 70. 

Documents seiaed at siMairches on 25th 
October, 1924, 88. 

Perl^issiun to State prisoners to write 
letters, 69. 

Rejection of Ministers’ salaries and 
allegation of its connection with 
arrests on 25th Octolwr, 1924, 68. 

Ray, Dr. Kumud Sankar 

Resolution regarding provision for 
Ministers' salaries 12. 

Ray, Kumar Shib ShaiiliaraRvar ^ 

Resolution regarding provision for 
Ministers’ salaries, 5, 13, 22,' 23, 25. 

Ray, ttia Han'bla Maharala Bahadur 

Kahauniah Chandra 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 
1925, 70, 74. 

Boyernala Canal in Sonarpur, 24- 
Parganas, 64. 

Dankuni Canal, 50, 51, 53. 

Introduction of the Budget^ 119. 

Madaripur Bil route, 60. 

Proportion of MuhammachuM in Nadia 

CoUecUirate, 49. , • 

Roa<h«efts collected in Paridpur, 68. 

^ Baraswati and Qhea brigatioa Pro^ 

jecU, 48. 

Selilement expennM in Je motu, 48. 

Tony’s Nala and Sanawnti River, m. 
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it«y Ct nn^m Ht Mr. K. C. 

’ Bitsoiatioii regurdins proviiion for 
Ministers’ snlaries, 21, 22. 

neliotipft M MinMeri* utariM ani 
' allafatiMi 0f its ootmaotkin with arraeta 
•n uth Oatahar, lisa, 68 . 

ftaaaliitiafi ragartfing bMigat praviaiafi 
for Miniitara* aalaHaa, 8. 

Roault af haHot far alaatian of Daputy 
Praaklant, 8 . 

Raad-aaaa aollaatad in Faridpur, 62. 

Ray, Babu Maninatha Nath 

Bengal* Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1925, 73. 

President's Salary Bill, 1925, 80, 
Resolution regarding provision fur 
Ministers' salaries, 13. * 

Ray, Mr. Kiran Sankar 

]{ 4 *solation regarding provision for 
.Ministers' salaries, 11. 

Ray ChauMMiri, Rai Bahadtir Satyandra 
Nath 

Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 

1926, 73. 

President’s Salary Bill, 1925, 79. 

Rnlaa far tha giildanaa af poliaa aAoara 
whan makkii h ai i aa aaaro h a a , 86 . 

Baraaamti and Qhaa Irrigatian FralaaU, 

43. 

•arkar, Babu Namanta Kumar 

^ President’s Salary BUI, 1925, 77, 78. 
Besolution regarding provision for 
Ministers' salaries, 15. 

Barkar, Babu Nalkiiranian 

President’s Salary BUI, 1926, 75, 77. 
Besolution regarding provision for 
Ministers' salaries, 11. 

taawan'a RaaruituMnt Buraau, 48. 

Ban gupta, Mr* d. M. 

House iearclies at Pacca on 26tli June, 
1924, 67. 

Question of the appointment of Minia> 
tera, 70. 

Beiohitioa regarding profiskm for 
Ifiniatars’ salariaa, 5, 6, 7, 81, 32, 

86 . 


Ban Bupta, Mr. 4 . M. 

Visitors of piirsoos obtained iiii^ar 
Kegulatlon and Ordinance, 50. 

Battlamant axpanaaa in daaaara, 48. 

Staphanaon, At Han'Ma Bir Nugh 

AUegations of police o|)preision at 
Narikalbaria, 59. 

Allegations on the ('oiiduct of houses 
searches st Dacta on 26th June, 1924, 
69. 

Arrest of Chief KxecuUve Officer of 
the Calcutta (\)rporation, 69. 

Arrest under iiegulstion III on 25tli 
October, 1924 , 69. 

Bengal Moslem CV>nference and Hon'ble 
Sir AlKl-ur-llahini, 68. 

Bengal QuarU'rly Civil List, 56, 67. 

Certain facilities to State and Ordin* 
ance prisoners, 88. 

Colonials or citisens of the IX>niinions 
in Provincial and SutM>rdiiiate Her* 
vices, 86. 

Dafadars and Chaukklars of Onion 
Boards, 52 

Detenus in Bankura Jail, 70. 

Documents seis4Ht it sesrehes on 25lh 
October, 1924 , 88. 

House>Hearch of Bsbu Nsreiidrs Mohsn 
Sen and {lulice entry into tlie house 
of Babu Kunja I>a1 Das at Dacca, 
68 . 

Housc'searches at |)a<*ca on 26th June, 
1924, 67. 

Introduction of the Budget, 118 

Ijangiuuce Examinations, 85. 

Permission to State prisoners to irrit* 
letters, 70. 

Procedure in matter of appeal by 
officers dismissed by Superioteiwlents 
of Police, 44. 

Bejeotioii of Ministers’ salaries and 
allegation of its eoooectKMi with 
arrests on 25th Octotjer, 1924, 69. 

Besolution regarding provisioii for 
Ministers’ salaries, 26, 28. 

Rules for the guidatice of poBoe oM* 
ears when nuking bow se s ear ches , 86. 

SolsBriskMuU Dffiicer, Feni, and the 
local Bar, 87. 

Totm police*ttationt, Dkooa, 68. 

Traailer of Mr. Abdul Mumin, Dia- 
triei Magiiirate, Nadia, 65. 

Visitors of parsons detslaed updsr 
Begnialion snd OrdiuMb^ #, 68* 
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iMMivititiitl Olioir, ftni, ani m UmI 

tar, 67. 

Nthrawarty, Dr. A. 

Elected at Depatj Prenideai, 3. 

imirawaHljr, Mr. M. i. ^ 

Keaoluiioa regardiitg proviaioa for 
MinisterM’ ealariea, 33, 37, 38. 

lupartaMiofi af aMears, 67. 

ratly*t Nala ami taraawati Rivar, 66 . 


Taaai p a i iaa-atatiaHa, Oaaaa, 62. 

Tratiafar af Mr. AMM MiMiin, Diatriot 
Maglatrata, Naiia, 96. 

TravaUInt a R a r^i af Man’lila MMalart, 

63. 

Ufa af alaatrie fana in aaurt raama, 56 

Viaitara af paraana datainai undar Rapu- 
latian and Ordinanaa, 49. . 

Wiiaan, Liaiitanant>Calanal R. P. 

Took oath of allegiance, 1. 
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